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Dedication 

Dedicated to the governed, our rights, and our nation’s 

unifying pledge, which states: 

 “For the support of [The unanimous Declaration of 

the united States of America, 1776], with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”  

When unified for protecting each other’s rights along 

with our will to enforce our lawful authority over our 

governments—we truly are Free People.  
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Prologue to Disinformation 

What is disinformation? Defined, disinformation is: “false 

or deliberately misleading information, often put out as 

propaganda.” 1 

Propaganda defined: “information, especially of a biased 

or misleading nature, used to promote or publicize a 

particular political cause or point of view.” 2 

Disinformation takes many forms. One form important to 

Self-Governance and Corruption-Free Government is a 

simple name change. The entire content under the new 

name remains unchanged.  

Change the name and you change the way people view 

the content.  

The Difference a Name Makes 

A rose by any other name. . .  

Though still a rose, other names change the assumptions 

about that rose. 

From time to time, we hear about failed manuscripts that 

become best-sellers with little more than a title change. 

Can a title change diminish or enhance an items value?  If 

you want to minimize the continued importance of a 

contract, why not tie its new title to a single past event? 

One contract suffers from name change devaluation. The 

unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 

America (The unanimous Declaration) is one such victim. 
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Unfortunately, far too many people know The unanimous 

Declaration by what has become its more popular name, 

The Declaration of Independence. As The Declaration of 

Independence, people forget its continuing importance 

for all generations of united States Americans. As The 

Declaration of Independence, people tie its content to 

one past event, frequently stating; “Why do we need that 

thing today; we have not been under British rule for over 

two-hundred years?” 

Although many authors analyzed and annotated The 

unanimous Declaration; they did so while looking at it 

from the perspective of, a Declaration of Independence. 

Their works reflect the concept that it is nothing more 

than a historic document to remind us of the single past 

event that separated the political powers of the British 

colonies of the Americas from their Motherland. They 

present it as if it has no value to our present generation. 

A dead document some of them call it.  

This section about disinformation could easily become a 

multi-volume work. As disinformation relates to Self-

Governance, the work of George William Gerwig, titled, 

The Declaration of Independence for Young Americans 

(1926) demonstrates what happens with a name change. 

Of the dozen or so similar works by other authors, Mr. 

Gerwig comes closest to retaining some present value in 

The unanimous Declaration but his effort still misses that 

target by a great distance.  

In his book, Pg. 15, Item #3, Last Paragraph, Mr. Gerwig 

identifies a continuous use: 

“It [The unanimous Declaration, which he errantly 

refers to as The Declaration of Independence] sets 
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forth with equal clearness the necessity for some 

organized government, for voluntary obedience and 

submission by all of the will of the majority....” 

The gripe about his statement is where he writes:  

“for voluntary obedience and submission by all of 

the will of the majority....”  

Mr. Gerwig poorly paraphrases this statement from The 

unanimous Declaration: 

“That to secure these rights, governments are 

instituted among men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed.” 

The unanimous Declaration strictly limits the powers that 

our government may rightly acquire. Mr. Gerwig, to the 

contrary, suggests that whatever the majority desires, 

their will alone is sufficient for government to acquire 

new powers. 

Self-Governance discusses many important elements that 

The unanimous Declaration retains for present and future 

united States Americans. 

Whether deliberate or not, The unanimous Declaration 

summarizes Emer de Vattel’s work, The Law of Nations. 

When Thomas Jefferson writes, “That to secure these 

rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the governed”, he 

solves the problem de Vattel identifies about how 

governments obtained power prior to The unanimous 

Declaration.  

Emer de Vattel describes how governments, prior to the 

united States of America, obtained power simply through 
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their desire to exercise a power and then using their 

military to defend their use of that power. The people be 

damned. 

Consent of the governed requires our governments to 

obtain the people’s authorization before they use any 

political power.  

Misdirecting Names 

What is the difference between our nation’s name and its 

government’s name?  

The name and correct spelling for our nation, established 

in 1776 with The unanimous Declaration, is; the united 

States of America [sic]. In 1778 with The Articles of 

Confederation, Article 1 our nation’s founders named our 

nation’s government; The United States of America [sic]. 

The government’s name remained unchanged with the 

eventual ratification of The Constitution for the United 

States of America (The Constitution). 

Under The Articles of Confederation (The Articles), the 

distinctions between the nation and its government 

remained rather obvious. The Constitution begins blurring 

the line blurs so much that it becomes difficult to tell 

whether a section refers the union of States or to the 

nation’s government.  

With a definite difference between the nation and its 

government, we must deal with a debate between 

Republic and Democracy. Both apply but each to a 

different entity. One name refers to the nation, while the 

other to its government.  
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The unanimous Declaration defines the Sovereign Power 

over our governments as a Democracy: 

“That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed”.... 

A 1756 common-use dictionary defines Democracy as:  

“One of the three forms of government; that in 

which the sovereign power is lodged in the body of 

the people.”  

Unfortunately, the definition gives no hint as to those 

other two forms of government.  

The 1756 definition and The unanimous Declaration tell 

us the same thing. Our nation is, by definition, a 

Democracy. The unanimous Declaration specifies the 

democratic process by which our governments derive 

their just powers from the majority of the total number 

of registered voters. The remainder of Self-Governance 

and Corruption-Free Government details that Democracy.  

The Constitution, Article 4, Section 4, identifies our 

nation’s form of government:  

 “The United States shall guarantee to every State 

in this Union a Republican Form of Government....”  

The 1756 and 1785 common-use dictionaries define 

Republic (Republick) as: 

“Republican. Placing the government in the people. 

“Republick. 1. Common-wealth; state in which the 

power is lodged in more than one.” 

The 1785 dictionary adds to “Republick” this definition: 
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“Republick. 2. Common interest; the publick.” 

Notice that none of the Republic definitions refer to the 

Sovereign Power or Sovereign Authority. Many people 

mistakenly swap the words republic and democracy when 

referring to our nation. Some claim our nation is a 

Democracy. Others claim a Republic. Some politicians 

cannot make up their mind, sometime using Republic, 

while other times, Democracy. 
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Introduction 

Most united States Americans improperly comprehend 

the concept of “majority rule” and do not know how to 

lawfully exercise our Sovereign Power over government. 

Self-Governance and Corruption-Free Government re-

introduces the united States American to the design of 

Self-Governance and how it is supposed to work for us.  

Self-Governance spends little time on the disinformation 

and misinformation often repeated as truth. In that place, 

the Self-Governance and Corruption-Free Government 

focus simply presents facts as the facts exist by definition.  

Self-Governance re-introduces united States Americans to 

the strict restrictions on our Sovereign Power. This work 

details the precise process of granting those powers to 

our government.  

To proceed, we must agree on a few simple points so that 

you can be assured that the content you’re about to read 

is not just the fabrication of my own imagination but truly 

represents what still is the design for our nation and Self-

Governance in the united States of America. 

• The unanimous Declaration is our nation’s founding 

charter and the founding charter for our governments 

at all levels. It retains all its importance for us today as 

it had for our founders. 

• To properly comprehend words in The unanimous 

Declaration requires a common-use dictionary that 

existed in print, as close to 1776 but also prior to 1776. 
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We know that we must use a common-use dictionary 

because these documents were then and are now 

supposed to be easily understood by the average 

united States American possessing basic reading and 

comprehension levels. 

• Then, where more than one definition exists, we must 

apply proper context in selecting the most appropriate 

definition. Proper context comes from knowing the 

entire purpose for The unanimous Declaration. 

That is the basic “Do’s” list, which keeps us out of trouble 

for the remainder of this work. 

Here is a “Don’t” list in hopes we might discover the 

truths about The unanimous Declaration. 

• Don’t use quotes by or about any one or more of the 

signers. These quotes are personal opinions and not 

the ratified contract. 

• Don’t use professional dictionaries, such as law or 

political science dictionaries, because average citizens 

should be easily able to comprehend it content. Not all 

citizens were then and are not now lawyers. 

• Don’t use modern dictionaries. Definitions change 

over time, sometimes acquiring meanings that are 

nearly opposite than what they meant when the 

contract was written. Using modern definitions for 

older writing unjustly changes the meanings. 

With these basic rules, let’s begin our journey toward 

Self-Governance and Corruption-Free Government; not 

just for ourselves as an individual but also for the various 

communities within which we live.  
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The Sovereign, the Government, 

and the Governed 

No work about a specific government is complete, 

honest, or trustworthy until it correctly identifies the 

Sovereign Authority over government, the government 

that the Sovereign creates, and the governed who are 

obligated to obey the honorable powers exercised by that 

government.  

Who or what is the Sovereign Authority when it comes to 

the united States of America?  

Sovereign, defined from 1756 and 1785: 

“Sovereign. Supreme in power; having no superior.” 

What does Sovereign mean from the 2016 online 

Merriam-Webster dictionary? 

“Sovereign. 1. a:  one possessing or held to possess 

supreme political power or sovereignty b:  one that 

exercises supreme authority within a limited 

sphere.” 

The modern definition holds true to the older definitions, 

with each identifying the Sovereign in this phrase from 

The unanimous Declaration:  

“[G]overnments derive their just powers from the 

consent of the governed”. 

As a democracy: How do we properly identify who is the 

Sovereign Authority over our governments? 
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Before we get started, we must first properly answer the 

question concerning when our nation was founded and 

what contract, successfully defended, serves as our 

nation’s founding charter. We’ve mentioned these facts 

earlier and we will repeat them a time or two before we 

finish. 

The year was 1776.  

The contract is The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen 

united States of America (The unanimous Declaration), 

which details the relationship among the governed 

people when acting as the Sovereign Authority over their 

government. With this contract we address who is the 

sovereign authority, who is the government, and who the 

government governs. 

“That to secure [our] rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed, — That 

whenever any Form of Government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 

People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government” 

That statement identifies the relationship of the three 

entities (the Sovereign Authority, the government, and 

the governed). 

In the united States of America, our governments receive 

their just powers from —the consent of the governed.  

Who precisely –is- the governed? Does it include every 

citizen? If so: Does it include infants and criminals?  

Consent requires some form of poll or vote to be taken 

from the governed. Since people have a right to not vote, 
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we simply reason it down to a single body of citizens who 

qualify to vote and register to have their vote counted. 

Registered Voters possess the lawful authority to grant, 

amend, and repeal government powers, which makes the 

Body of Registered Voters the Sovereign Authority over 

our governments. 

The government simply takes on whatever form the 

voters create to protect the governed people’s rights. At 

present, for our nation, The Constitution, Article 4, 

Section 4 names that government’s form as a Republic. 

Nearly all the state, county, city and town governments 

are some design of a republic where elected citizens 

exercise the powers granted to their respective level and 

branch office of government. 

That only leaves the need to answer the question as to 

whom the government governs. One class of people the 

government governs is that of all of the citizens who 

lawfully reside within the geographical boundaries the 

government officials manage. The second class is those 

who lawfully visit within that geographical area from 

foreign countries. The third class is those who enter that 

geographical area unlawfully. 

The difference between the Sovereign Authority and 

those of the governed is that the governed is all of the 

people individually. The Sovereign Authority is exercised 

only by those of the governed who are qualified to vote 

(age, clean criminal record, citizen, etc.) and only those 

who register to vote possess a vote that must be counted 

as consenting or not consenting. Regardless of whether 

they go to the polling station or not, the phrase, consent 

of the governed, requires that the voter actively consent 
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in order to count their vote as consented. Voters who do 

not wish to consent on any balloted item need do nothing 

at all. They can stay at home to not-consent. To not-

consent requires no action at all. 

The design for the Sovereign Authority differs greatly 

from the corrupted form we presently accept. 

In the united States, we have several government levels. 

Who is the governed for each level?  

The ratified contracts prove that the body of States is the 

governed and therefore the Sovereign Authority over the 

Nation’s Government. Expanding that example, the body 

of Counties within a given State is the governed and 

therefore the Sovereign Authority over their respective 

State. The body of the Cities and Towns within a County is 

the governed and Sovereign Authority over the County 

Government. Finally, the residents, specifically, the body 

of registered voters within a City or Town is the governed 

and therefore the Sovereign Authority over their 

respective City or Town government and ultimately the 

Sovereign Authority over the counties, states, and our 

nation’s government.  

The government is the organized body of individuals who, 

when elected by the majority of the total body of 

registered voters, exercise the powers lawfully delegated 

to that level of government.  

From here, we detail how the political powers may of 

right be granted to government.  
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Consent of the Governed 

Self-governance within the united States of America all 

comes down to the meaning of this phrase from The 

unanimous Declaration: 

“That to secure [our] rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed.” 

The phrase, that to secure our rights, tells us what is the 

sole purpose for our governments. That single purpose is 

to help us safeguard our rights. Our governments have no 

other purpose. Every power and government act must 

work to preserve of our rights. 

The phrase –consent of the governed- tells us from where 

our governments obtain their honorable powers. It also 

details the limits on the Sovereign Authority with respect 

to what powers the Sovereign may grant to government.  

What are –Just Powers- as in, “Governments derive their 

just powers from the consent of the governed”? 

What does “Consent of the Governed” really mean? 

The accumulated misinformation and disinformation on 

the topic of consent of the governed makes the following 

question that should be unnecessary —necessary. Does a 

person morally possess the right or authority to give to 

another person anything, such as power, authority, 

money, possessions, or any other thing that they do not 

rightly possess? 

Of course they don’t. 
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What then, makes us think that we may justify granting 

powers to our government that none of us honorably 

possesses for ourselves to exercise?  

We cannot morally or lawfully empower a third party to 

do anything for us that we may not rightly do ourselves. 

Government is nothing more than a third party. Various 

third parties include banks for securing money, laundries 

for cleaning clothes, ranchers and farmers for growing 

food, doctors for medicine, among many others. All of 

these tasks and many more are all things that we may of 

right do for ourselves. We do these things for ourselves 

or we hire a third party, directly or indirectly, to do those 

things for us. 

We have no right to grant powers to our government or 

any other third party, whether individually or as a group, 

to do for us, those things that we may not rightly do for 

ourselves. Simply because some majority wants to grant a 

power to their government, does not mean they may 

morally grant that power. This prohibition holds true 

even if the entire population wants to grant an unjust 

power. 

The more people in a group does not add to the list of 

powers or rights any individual among them may exercise 

or grant to others to exercise for them.  

It is important to distinguish the difference between that 

which a person or group may simply do, for no other 

reason than they possess the ability, as opposed to what 

that same person or some group may of right do without 

infringing upon the rights of others. 

Element #1 of Consent of the Governed demands that the 
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proposed political powers preserve our rights.  

Element #2: The individual, specifically, each registered 

voter, must be able to exercise the proposed right or 

power on their own accord without unjustly violating the 

rights of others. 

Element #3: Only after satisfying #1 and #2, at the very 

least, the majority of the total number of registered 

voters must actually Consent or agree to grant that 

power to their respective level and/or branch of 

government. If a registered voter does not go to the 

polling station to Consent, their vote must count as Not 

Consenting. The word concept, in Consent of the 

Governed, proves this claim as fact.  

From 1776, The unanimous Declaration of the united 

States of America, makes every registered voters’ vote, 

right up to the present, a default Non-Consenting vote, 

until the voter, at the polling station, converts their vote 

to Consent-To whatever is on the ballot. This rule applies 

whether it be a law, program, etc. or the election of a 

candidate. Remember that The unanimous Declaration 

has not yet been repealed, replaced, or amended since it 

was first ratified in 1776. 
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Proper Context 

To comprehend the content of a contract written in 1776, 

1785, or any contract of any generation, you need the 

most appropriate dictionary. If you use a dictionary too 

far removed in time (too early or too late) you determine 

what that contract may have meant for an earlier or later 

generation—but not for the generation who initiated the 

contract. If the dictionary is too far removed application 

wise (such as, a painting dictionary for garden work; or an 

electronics dictionary for plumbing work) you likely will 

arrive at entirely different outcomes than was intended 

by the parties who initiated the contract. 

Use of an inappropriate dictionary to define the words 

within a contract serves unlawfully and without proper 

authority to amend the meaning and the terms of that 

contract.  

We fail to attain proper comprehension when we seek to 

interpret a contract in accord with our own experiences 

and knowledge. To interpret is to apply our present 

understanding to what we thought they might have 

intended years earlier.  

Comprehension is to do our best to figure out what the 

author meant, if it is not an official contract. If it is an 

official contract, whether representatives sign it on behalf 

of their constituents or the people sign it directly, we 

must do our best to determine what those words meant 

to the largest percentage of the total voting body of 

constituents at that time, within the contract’s context.  
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When it comes to contracts such as The unanimous 

Declaration of the united States of America (1776) and 

The Constitution for the United States of America (1790), 

the correct resource for defining terms within those 

contracts must come from a Common-Use Dictionary that 

existed as close to and prior to the date that the 

respective contract was written and signed. We know 

that the correct perspective must be that of common-use 

because of this phrase from The unanimous Declaration 

that started our nation on its path: 

“Governments are instituted among men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the 

governed.” 

The members of the Sovereign Body that controls the 

powers of our government come from the total body of 

citizens of whom the contract refers to as—the governed. 

The governed contains two classes of people, those 

registered to vote and those not registered to vote. As 

such, the sovereign body that controls the powers of 

government is your everyday average citizen who, not 

only is eligible to vote but also registered to have their 

vote counted.  

Generally, the governed possesses a common language 

that all classes of citizens easily comprehend. The 

Common-Use Dictionary defines what the words of the 

common language mean to the most people of that 

generation. Each generation updates the common-use 

dictionaries frequently enough to keep the language 

modern from generation to generation.  

When it comes to contracts, the modern definitions 

cannot lawfully apply to words used in contracts older 
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than the dictionary unless the contract authorizes the use 

of a specific type or newer version of a dictionary. 

Many people with who discuss these issues tend to 

associate interpretation with that of a person’s opinion; 

where comprehension indicates original meaning.  

Do not confuse original meaning with that of the origin of 

words. Word origin requires a person to dig until they 

find when and where the word first appeared and what it 

meant at that time. With original meaning, we simply dig 

until we find what those words meant just a few years 

prior to the contract in question.  

Proper context, is a topic Emer de Vattel details for us in 

his 1756 four-volume book, The Law of Nations, Book 2, 

Chapter 17, § 265, 5th General Maxim:  

 “In the interpretation of a treaty, or of any other 

deed whatsoever, the question is, to discover what 

the contracting parties have agreed upon, — to 

determine precisely, on any particular occasion, 

what has been promised and accepted, — that is to 

say, not only what one of the parties intended to 

promise, but also what the other must reasonably 

and candidly have supposed to be promised to him, 

— what has been sufficiently declared to him, and 

what must have influenced him in his acceptance. 

Every deed, therefore, and every treaty, must be 

interpreted by certain fixed rules calculated to 

determine its meaning, as naturally understood by 

the parties concerned at the time when the deed 

was drawn up and accepted.”  

To correctly comprehend the latest contract in a chain of 
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related contracts; we must fully know the content of 

those prior contracts. As it pertains to this book and, The 

Constitution for the United States of America, other prior 

contracts and dictionaries are necessary. Amendment 2 

best demonstrates the necessity of those other contracts 

in respect to proper comprehension of the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms.  

Focusing on who is the proper keeper of those militia or 

military arms prior to The Constitution, we see the 

following statement in The Articles of Confederation, 

Article 6, Paragraph 4:  

  “[B]ut every State shall always keep up a well-

regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed 

and accoutered, and shall provide and constantly 

have ready for use, in public stores, a due number 

of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of 

arms, ammunition and camp equipage.”  

In The Articles of Confederation the State-government 

kept the military weapons/arms, ammunition, and camp 

equipment for the militia and military in public storage.  

The Constitution, Amendment 2, presents a considerable 

shift: 

 “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 

security of a free State, the right of the people to 

keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”  

Amendment 2 goes out of the way to broaden the scope 

of who possess the right to keep and bear military arms 

by changing the reference from the militia to that of –the 

people. Amendment 2 effectively makes every home a 

potential armory. 
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Under The Articles of Confederation, if an enemy 

attacked, knowing the central location for those military 

and militia weapons, that armory would be the first place 

attacked. In seizing the armory, the enemy may use the 

weapons against their owners. By destroying the 

weapons, the owners cannot use against the enemy and 

the weapons become useless to their owners. 

With the Amendment 2 example, we see the importance 

of the prior contracts with respect to clarifying that the 

most recent contracts replaced. If we fail to do this 

research, we lose the proper context through which to 

comprehend our present contracts.  

In other sections, we cover the various definitions for 

such words as Arms, Keep, Bear, and Militia as defined 

during the 1756-1790 years.  

About the dictionaries listed below, you will notice that 

Webster’s is not among the early dictionaries. The reason 

is simple. According to Wikipedia (for what that’s worth), 

there were no Webster dictionaries until about 1806. The 

article in Wikipedia claims:  

 “Noah Webster (1758–1843), the author of the 

readers and spelling books that dominated the 

American market at the time, spent decades of 

research in compiling his dictionaries. His first 

dictionary, A Compendious Dictionary of the English 

Language, appeared in 1806.”  

Since The Constitution was lawfully ratified in 1790 

(though unlawfully claimed as 1787) we use the 1785 

dictionary; A Dictionary of the English Language Vol 1 & 

2; by Samuel Johnson, L.L.D.  
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For The Definitive Treaty of Peace, 1783; The Articles of 

Confederation (our nation’s first constitution), 1778; and 

The unanimous Declaration of the united States of 

America, 1776; we use the 1756 dictionary; A Dictionary 

of the English Language Vol 1 & 2; by Samuel Johnson, 

L.L.D.  

There are two reasons for including The Law of Nations, 

1756, by Emer de Vattel. Thomas Jefferson, the primary 

author of The unanimous Declaration, possessed a copy 

of this book in his personal library. Thomas Jefferson, 

could easily have written The unanimous Declaration as 

an executive summary of the first couple hundred pages 

of The Law of Nations (my own theory). In addition to 

that, The Constitution loosely refers to something called 

The Law of Nations in Article 1, Section 8, Clause 10; but 

does not specify author or date.  

At present, you possess the necessary tools to properly 

comprehend The unanimous Declaration, The Articles of 

Confederation, The Definitive Treaty of Peace, The 

Constitution with it Amendments, as well as any other 

contract. You simply adjust the dictionaries from which 

you define the words in those contracts. 
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Contractual Bonds 

Morally, a prior generation cannot bind their posterity to 

any contract. To do so is the equivalent of enslaving their 

children to that contract. The future generation must 

accept the terms of the contract before it may bind them 

to it. 

How then can anyone conclude that The Constitution 

remains a lawfully binding contract today between the 

governed and the government? How can The unanimous 

Declaration contractually bind the governed people?  

Each citizen of each generation binds themselves to the 

terms of The unanimous Declaration by declaring and 

proving that they are a citizen of the united States of 

America, the nation. Additionally, exercising the benefits 

of citizenship (such as voting) proves that the individual 

accepts the terms of The unanimous Declaration. If any 

citizen disagrees with the terms of that contract, they 

may initiate an action to amend it. 

The body of registered voters mutually bind themselves 

as the Sovereign Power and enforcer of the Supreme Law 

of the Land. The body of registered voters, when unified 

for the purpose, is superior to The Constitution in that 

they may amend or replace it, altering their government’s 

powers. As the Sovereign Authority over that Supreme 

Law of the Land, the registered voters are responsible for 

holding their government officials accountable for their 

actions and inactions, especially when those officials 

violate The Constitution.  
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Each government official willingly binds their self to the 

contract of The unanimous Declaration, first as a lawful 

citizen; then they willingly bind themselves to the 

Supreme Law of the Land by voluntarily running for office 

and taking oath to uphold, support, and defend The 

Constitution.  

Every visitor to any foreign land, whether they visit 

lawfully or illegally, voluntarily oblige themselves to obey 

the laws of the country wherein they travel and/or 

reside—or they may leave. On violating the laws of the 

land wherein they visit, the visitor may suffer punishment 

in accord with the penalty for violating that country’s law. 

No person should assume that their home country can 

save them from the punishment for violating the laws of 

a foreign land wherein they visit. 

Your choice to read this book speaks of your desire for 

better comprehension about the designed relationship 

between the powers and responsibilities of the governed 

and our government  

Though the events at the time a contract or amendment 

passed may tell us what prompted such action, those 

events do not tell us the meaning of the contract or the 

amendment. The Constitution, Amendment 13 is an 

excellent example. Added to The Constitution shortly 

after the war between The Confederate States of America 

defended themselves against The United States of 

America, people frequently associate it with the abolition 

of slavery. Nothing about Amendment 13 abolishes 

slavery.  

Amendment 13 actually details the only lawful use for 

slavery and involuntary servitude in the united States of 
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America—the punishment for crime for which the person 

is duly convicted. 

We also must compare each section with other parts of 

the contract that share a common thread. Amendment 

13 is another good example, as it shares a common 

thread with Amendment 8. That common thread deals 

with the punishment of crime. 

Amendment 13 clarifies that slavery and involuntary 

servitude, for the punishment of crime, does not qualify 

as the cruel or unusual punishment that Amendment 8 

prohibits. 

Your desire for proper comprehension is half the battle. 

Win the remainder by reading and comprehending the 

ratified contracts from the timeframe-perspective that 

the writers and signers ratified them.  

The dictionaries, published prior to the proposal and 

ratification of each contract is the first tool to obtaining 

the proper perspective. Those dictionaries tell us what 

the words meant to the citizens when the contracts were 

under consideration. Dictionaries published later only tell 

us what people after-the-fact might want us to believe 

those terms meant, which in some instances is now 

opposite.  

Reading what the people who drafted and signed the 

contracts wrote about those contracts only introduces 

unnecessary confusion. Many of the signers possessed 

strongly opposing opinions that appear in The Federalist 

and Antifederalist Papers.  

People argue their position from the perspective of what 

one of those signers wrote or what was written about 
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them, but rarely does that person reference a signer who 

wrote in opposition to that individual’s personal agenda.  

Your confidence and level of expertise in all matters 

related to government in the united States of America 

increases in direct proportion to how often you challenge 

others when they get the simple facts wrong.  

From this point forward, we can support our correct 

positions on questions about government by directly 

quoting from the ratified contracts under debate, 

supporting your position by consulting a common-use 

dictionary specific to that timeframe. This process takes 

the temptation out of our hands, thus preventing us from 

distorting the facts to support many of the groundless 

claims we learned and repeated over the previous years.  
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The Cure for Bad Government 

Before we can cure bad government, we must know the 

true cause that allowed the bad government to develop, 

take root, and grow. Without knowing the true cause, all 

we do is medicate the symptoms. The side effects of that 

inappropriate action create a bigger, even more corrupt 

government.  

Some readers will likely remember the teaching that, two 

wrongs do not make one right and one bad apple spoils 

the whole bunch. We should not expect to add more 

parts or people to a corrupted government and expect 

that government to repair itself.  

To discover the truth about anything, the person must 

accept that some –or maybe all- of what they know on a 

given topic might be wrong. Failure in this one task sends 

the seeker off recognizing only marginal evidence that 

justifies their already potentially incorrect conclusions. 

The seeker blindly ignores signs and evidence that may 

identify the true cause of the problem.  

Our duty is to discover the true cause of the political 

trouble within our nation and with our governments so 

that we can properly correct it. Without knowing the true 

cause, we easy point fingers at the numerous symptoms 

that merely tell us that we have trouble. Our purpose 

must be to identify the true cause that either creates the 

symptoms or allows those symptoms to worsen.  

Where to start the investigation to cure bad government 

is most important. Logically, we start with our nation’s 
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creation to learn what our nation and our governments 

are supposed to look like. How can we correct a bad path 

if we do not know what path we are supposed to travel? 

The contract officially creating our nation was ratified in 

1776, titled, The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen 

united States of America. 

This contract, The unanimous Declaration, is the point 

from which proper comprehension must begin. Political 

events prior to signing The unanimous Declaration (such 

as: Columbus; the reasons why the pilgrims settled; The 

Magna Carta; and all other prior reasons) belong with the 

history related to Great Britain and the other countries. 

The unanimous Declaration, in part belongs to the history 

of Great Britain as it contains the most damning history 

about Great Britain’s government that forced the hand of 

those British Colonists in the Americas to throw off the 

Political Powers of Great Britain and to declare the causes 

impelling them to the separation.  

Should we fail, or worse yet refuse to comprehend our 

nation’s original design, we never will keep our nation or 

our governments on the designed paths —assuming of 

course that the original design for our nation and our 

governments, that of protecting our rights remain the 

desired path.  

Starting with The unanimous Declaration, we begin our 

journey back to the present, and well into our future. We 

enter The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united 

States of America, which is presently The unanimous 

Declaration of the fifty united States of America.  
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Resource Dictionaries 

LINK to 1756 Dictionary— VOLUME 1:  

https://archive.org/details/dictionaryofengl01john 

Volume 2:  

https://archive.org/details/dictionaryofengl02john 

 

LINK to 1785 Dictionary— VOLUME 1: 

https://archive.org/details/dictionaryofengl01johnuoft 

Volume 2: 

https://archive.org/details/dictionaryofengl02johnuoft 

 

LINK to 1828 Dictionary— VOLUME 1:  

https://ia801406.us.archive.org/16/items/americandictio

na01websrich/americandictiona01websrich.pdf 

Volume 2:   

http://ia600305.us.archive.org/31/items/americandiction

a02websrich/americandictiona02websric h.pdf 
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Interviewing the united States 

Founders 

To get the correct answers—you must ask the right 

questions. When you are about to interview people 

buried for more than two-hundred years, it does not 

make the interview impossible, just more interesting.  

When interviewing dead people, the first thing to realize 

is that all the answers you are going to get, those people 

already gave the answers before they died.  

The last things left to do are to determine the resources 

and what questions those resources resolve.  

The Resource  

Since we attempt to interview an entire generation, we 

must find some common resource to which most of them 

agreed, made official, and successfully defended. We 

cannot trust any resource from a single person or sub-

group of the 1776 generation that built the foundation 

for our country, the nation that we now enjoy as the 

united States of America. Ideally, this resource will also 

serve as the founding charter that details how our 

governments may rightly come into existence. For that 

reason, we do not seek the commentary from or about 

any one member from the Founding Generation or from 

any one of their Representatives.  

In order for such an interview to be as impartial and 



 
37 

accurate as possible, we must find something in writing 

that represents that generation’s common objective. We 

must set aside what proves nothing more than merely 

the opinions and desires of central characters credited 

with the success of the mission. 

We seek a written contract that created the united States 

of America, the Founding Charter for our nation, the 

united States of America. We seek a contract to which 

the individual citizens signed or their representatives 

signed on their behalf. That contract among the citizens 

of the founding generation is The unanimous Declaration 

of the thirteen united States of America, which also is the 

founding charter for establishing our governments. 

The approach chosen is a Q-n-A style interview for 

discovering the questions The unanimous Declaration of 

the united States of America answers. 

Before I start, be advised; that myself, being one of the 

many who inherited the title of Co-Founder, Co-Owner, 

and Co-Controller of the united States of America, which 

is our nation, and that of The United States of America, 

which is our nation’s government; I ad-lib the responses 

as part of my artistic license. The Founding Generation’s 

original answers below are not direct quotes. They are 

paraphrased material. Grab a copy of the united States’ 

Founding Charter, The unanimous Declaration of the 

thirteen united States of America to see if you recognize 

their responses. If you need a copy of The unanimous 

Declaration, see the Appendix. 

 In the section following this interview, we go through the 

contract line by line, and where needed, word by word 

with the assist of a 1756 common use dictionary. 
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Please welcome the original Founders of the united 

States of America and The United States of America, by 

way of their written voice though their unanimous 

Declaration of 1776.  

The Interview 

 

 (Interviewer Asks): Having spoken with politicians, as 

well as law and political science professors and 

graduates; most of them tell about The unanimous 

Declaration and how it has no value for our generation 

except to remind us that we were once under British rule. 

Is The unanimous Declaration solely for the purpose of 

dissolving the political ties between Great Britain and the 

Colonies? 

(Founders Respond): Several elements exist within The 

unanimous Declaration that we thought would clearly 

answer your question. The first seven words, “When in 

the course of human events” should have been the most 

obvious proof.  

Have the course of human events ended?  

If not, the contract of The unanimous Declaration remains 

as valid for you as it was for us. 

The second part, just as obvious, appears in the second 

paragraph where we wrote, “Governments are instituted 

among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent 

of the Governed, that whenever any form of government 

becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the 

People to alter or to abolish it, and institute new 
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Government”. 

Whenever any form of government becomes destructive: 

Is your present form of government destroying your 

rights? If so, this contract is just as vital for you as it was 

for us. Perhaps even more for you because with The 

unanimous Declaration we set forth a plan for future 

generations to alter, abolish, or throw off their corrupted 

forms of government. 

Our final point to the question of modern relevance, we 

direct your attention to the pledge we intended to bind 

our citizens towards the purpose of helping each other 

defend their rights against unjust infringement no matter 

the source of that infringement.  

The pledge that held us together and under which you 

remain bound—so long as you in fact still are united 

States Americans, appears at the end of The unanimous 

Declaration. 

“And for the support of The unanimous Declaration 

of the united States of America, 1776, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.” 

 

 (Interviewer Asks): From where do we get our rights?  

(Founders Respond): We declared that humans obtain 

their unalienable rights from their creator. Though we 

always possess these rights, we hold no guarantee as to 

how long we might freely enjoy any of them.  

As individuals, we define our rights for ourselves. Most of 
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the time, we leave the naming of those rights for those 

occasions when others impose their will upon us in ways 

that prevent us from enjoying those rights. From time to 

time, we create governing bodies, granting powers to 

them for the sole purpose to help all of us equally protect 

all our rights.  

There exist a few situations where we must allow our 

governments strictly limited powers to infringe upon a 

specific right so that we may maintain an expected level 

of tranquility to enjoy our many rights, as well as expect 

justice if our rights are unjustly violated. 

 

 (Interviewer): Do you have any examples? 

(Founders): A sort list of those rights appears throughout 

The Constitution for the United States of America, 1790. 

Notice that when we mention any of those rights—we 

are not granting them to you. We are simply noting that 

you already possess those rights. 

We specifically forbid Congress the power to infringe on 

religion, speech, and press. To keep society as safe as 

possible, we granted to government a very limited power 

to invade our right to privacy, provided the government 

has just cause and obtains a warrant. We placed other 

guards on this restriction. In criminal cases, we 

specifically remove the right of the accused to waive the 

trial by jury and we prohibit the government from 

denying a jury trial in any criminal case. When you look 

up our definition for what is crime, you notice it includes 

any violation that which is right.  

We emphasize—our definition. Since definitions tend to 
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change over time, you must discover what these words 

meant at the time used, preventing you from unjustly 

altering the intent of the contract. 

We defined crime as: “An act contrary to right; an 

offence; a great fault.”  

If your neighbor, your government, or anyone violates 

your rights, without just cause, they have committed a 

crime against you. 

When we refer to “criminal prosecutions”, we define 

criminal as: “1. A man accused.” 

Once you have been accused of some act contrary to 

right; you must be brought before an impartial jury in a 

speedy (which we defined as: “Quick; swift; nimble; quick 

of dispatch.”  

We defined quick as: “3. Speedy; free from delay”. 

 

(Interviewer): Earlier, you mentioned creator: Who is that 

creator?  

(Founders): This remains a tough question to answer for 

the entire human race. People have their own opinion. 

Consider it a safe to calculation that the creator is not our 

governments.  

 

(Interviewer): What is the Purpose for our government?  

(Founders): The sole purpose for our governments within 

these united States of America is to help us preserve our 

rights: Nothing more: And nothing less. 
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(Interviewer): From who and how are our governments 

supposed to obtain their powers?  

(Founders): It may appear that each form of government 

obtains its power from different sources. We consider the 

source the same for all governments. We specified that 

source of authority in our nation’s Founding Charter 

when we wrote –that governments, instituted among 

men, derive their just powers from the consent of the 

governed.  

Even in the most tyrannical dictatorships or monarchies, 

the people subjected to those forms of government rose 

up in a unified force to put down those tyrants.  

 

(Interviewer): When you refer to the governed: Who or 

what are they?  

(Founders): We designed the governments within and for 

these united States of America so that the governed, the 

citizens, the people should wear two political hats.  

The people wear their most important hat as a unified 

force. Unified, the people are the Sovereign Authority 

responsible for controlling their government’s power. 

This we established as a Democracy that requires a 

majority of the total body of registered voters to consent 

to any grant of power to their government. The vote is 

the final step only after properly satisfying the two prior 

requirements.  

The first requirement demands that the proposed power 

equally protect our rights. The second element must 

satisfy whether or not an individual may rightly exercise 

the proposed government power against another person 
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without unjustly infringing upon that person’s rights.  

You must remember that our governments are nothing 

more than people we elect/hire to manage our common 

assets. They represent us politically to other countries 

around the world. As representatives, they cannot act for 

us in any manner that we have not granted to them via 

The Constitution for the United States of America. 

The people wear the second hat individually, which 

makes them subject to the powers of the governments 

they create and the honorable laws the government 

enacts according to whatever is the lawfully ratified 

constitution at that time. All a constitution is; it is the 

written Form of Government; the written contract from 

the people and accepted by the government officials.  

The people willingly subject themselves to the laws that 

they allow to develop through political corruption. They 

do this by becoming accustomed to those political evils 

until they can no longer tolerate them. 

When government runs smoothly, within the limits that 

the people place upon it, the second hat allows the 

people to enjoy their lives and individual pursuits of 

happiness by electing their best-qualified candidates from 

among themselves to represent them in government 

offices. This is the Republic, the Form of Government part 

of our design detailed in The Constitution for the United 

States of America, Article 4, Section 4.  

Government officers historically tend to slip in, a little at 

a time, some form of tyranny over us. We, in a unified 

force, are not only the source of just government powers; 

as individuals, the people are the recipient of the forces 
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from that power—be that power just or corrupt. When 

those powers corrupted and no longer help preserve our 

rights—we must put down those treasonous government 

officials who war against our Sovereign Authority.  

 

(Interviewer): Which of our rights do you consider the 

most important?  

(Founders): Of all the rights imaginable, consider the 

right of the people to alter or to abolish their forms of 

government and institute new government to secure 

their rights. This was true of the past and present as 

governments naturally work towards tyrannizing their 

people.  

Corrupted governments restrict not only our rights to life, 

liberty, and our pursuit of happiness and property, they 

endanger all our rights. If we refuse to exercise our right 

to alter or to abolish our forms of governments from time 

to time when needed—those governments will control 

every aspect of our lives.  

Do not become comfortable with the minor abuses from 

your government.  

Remember the frog and the hot water.  

Mankind is more disposed to suffer, while those evils are 

sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the 

forms to which they have become accustomed.  

Look at the rights your parents, grand- and great-

grandparents freely enjoyed. Your governments now 

forbid or heavily tax many of those rights. See where and 

how previous generations became accustomed to various 
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unjust political restrictions in hopes of preserving their 

rights, only to lose more freedom.  

You must know that tyrannies seldom appear quickly. 

Tyrants usually work slowly and with a specific plan in 

mind. Tyrants even fabricate plans spanning generations 

of gradual implementation. For this reason, we must 

maintain a plan that also passes from generation to 

generation in order for us to ensure the security of our 

rights. We must change or replace that plan as often as 

necessary.  

We titled our first plan, The Articles of Confederation; 

then, we altered that plan with a completely new one 

called, The Constitution for the United States of America. 

What are you going to name your new plan for your 

government to help you better protect your rights?   

Ask yourself how is a government able to secure your 

rights when it unjustly takes those rights from you.  

 

(Interviewer): Speaking of tyranny: How might we 

recognize such an abusive government as it forms, as 

opposed to allowing it to grow out of control?  

(Founders): In 1776, we compiled a list to help future 

generations recognize such marks that identify a tyranny. 

We hoped future generations might frequently review 

that list of political grievances so that they might quickly 

recognize a tyranny in the making and put it down 

immediately. 

Apparently, we failed.  

Some of the actions on our list may no longer make sense 
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or apply to today. Since you called for this interview, you 

will likely recognize those complaints that apply. We will 

not list all them today, we made the list available to you 

in our unanimous Declaration.  

Has your government dissolved representative houses 

repeatedly, for invading the rights of the people?  

Has your government combined with others to subject 

you to a jurisdiction foreign to your constitution, and 

unacknowledged by your laws, giving its assent to their 

acts of pretended legislation?  

...For imposing taxes on you without your consent?  

...For depriving you in many cases, of the benefit of trial 

by jury?  

...For taking away your charters, abolishing your most 

valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of 

your governments?  

...For declaring themselves invested with power to 

legislate for you in all cases whatsoever?  

 

(Spoken by interviewer): That is an interesting list. Our 

Congress has the power to enforce Amendment 13, as a 

way to reduce all sort of criminal activity, but Congress 

refuses to exercise that power.  

Our politicians abolish our representative houses when 

they remain deaf to our voice, passing laws that violate 

the Constitution. Politicians pass laws granting to 

themselves powers we have not authorized. They try us 

for pretended offenses by passing laws contrary to the 

constitutions.  
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Although Congress has the Power to admit Foreign States 

into the united States of America, our Constitution 

prohibits our politicians from joining with other political 

powers that subject us to laws foreign and contrary to 

our Constitution. Our politicians make us subject to the 

laws of those foreign political powers, as well as 

subjecting us to the government rules of other foreign 

nations by enforcing unconstitutional treaties.  

Our politicians call many crimes by other names, such as 

offenses and ordinances, so that they might avoid 

providing the jury trials that the Constitution requires.  

Our politicians ignore the united States Founding Charter 

so that they might also abolish our nation’s true 

Sovereign Authority and replace us with their own 

authority.  

Our politicians ride us on that long train of abuses and 

usurpation intent on subjecting us to an absolute tyranny.  

(The Founders Respond): Why in the world have you 

allow this train to travel so far and for such a long time?  

 

(Interviewer): For many years, teachers and politicians 

drummed it out that —I can't fight city hall.  

In school, they taught about the existence of a document 

called The Declaration of Independence, but no one 

taught me about its lasting contractual importance as our 

Nation's Founding Charter. Many law and political science 

professors and graduates continue teaching that The 

Declaration of Independence no longer holds any power 

for the people to effect changes in our government.  
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(Founders respond): Are you telling us that you cannot 

read or comprehend what you read without someone 

telling you what to think? Look at the words we used: 

they, their, mankind. These words refer to everyone, 

past, present, and future. Aside from us, those words 

included all following generations. Those words include 

you. We even started The unanimous Declaration with 

the words, “When in the course of human events”....  

Has the course of Human Events ended? 

 

(Spoken by interviewer) Point taken.  

 

(Interviewer): Our government, at an ever-increasing 

pace, completes each act of tyranny you mentioned. 

What do you suggest?  

(Founders): Have you, in every stage of oppression 

petitioned your fellow members of the Sovereign Body to 

help correct those political evils? Have you demanded 

that your government officials cease their constitutional 

violations? Does your government answer your petitions 

with repeated and increased injury? 

If so, politicians so marked by every act, which defines a 

tyrant, are unfit rulers of a free people. How many of 

those tyrants have you recalled from office before the 

end of their elected term? 

If you recalled few, you must ask yourself if you truly are 

Free People. 

 

(Interviewer): Numerous instances exist of our petitions 
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to our government; but few petitions exist among us, as a 

Sovereign Body. Our government fails to correct their 

unjust actions. They respond only with repeated and 

increased injury against our rights: What should we do?  

(Founders): Since you identify a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, which 

demonstrates a design by your government to reduce 

you under absolute tyranny; it is your right, more than 

that, it is your duty to throw off such government and to 

provide new guards for your future security.  

Write a new Constitution. Fire the whole damned lot of 

your government officials. Then elect a new set of 

managers to handle the day-to-day affairs of managing 

the common assets. You must learn what powers your 

governments may rightly exercise. With this knowledge, 

when you listen to your candidates, you will know the 

corrupted ones before you go to the polling station. 

In order for you to alter or abolish your present form of 

government, you all must band together, uniting for that 

purpose, if regaining control over your government is 

your objective. If so, make that your unifying motto. 

Divided in your efforts, you certainly will fail.  

You must be especially willing to work and unify with 

those people you may dislike most. The government also 

attacks their rights. Unite with them to fight your 

common enemy and respect each other and the rights 

they choose to exercise. 

You will experience many of our difficulties. Those of you 

who join this effort possess among other things differing 

sets of morals, likes and dislikes, religions, and bank 
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accounts. If you and any otherwise unlikable sorts see fit 

to unite for this effort, you certainly stand stronger 

together than if you oppose each other.  

Your opposition to each other and trampling each other’s 

rights is exactly where your government wants you. 

If your politicians, whether through deliberate action or 

through ignorance, orchestrate a plan to destroy you and 

your country, they will divide you into many smaller 

groups. They will see to it that these small groups distrust 

each other. The better your politicians keep you from 

communicating with each other and from working 

together, the better they will control you. You must find 

the common ground that encourages unity.  

 

(Interviewer): What is the most difficult aspect of 

exercising this right —our duty, with regard to controlling 

our government?  

(Founders): Prudence indeed dictates that governments 

long established should not be changed for light and 

transient causes, and accordingly, all experience confirms 

that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are 

sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the 

forms of government to which they are accustomed.  

Do you remember the chef who cooks the frog? Do not 

get too comfortable when you see your government 

cooking your rights or the rights of your neighbor. Once 

your government destroys your neighbor's rights, 

whether you like your neighbor or not, whether you like 

the right they choose to exercise or not; ask yourself 

about how much time you have to enjoy your rights and 
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your possessions until your government wants to cook 

what’s left of them? 

Make sure that the reason you seek to alter or to abolish 

this form of government, if you determine such an action 

necessary, is to preserve equally all of the rights for all of 

you and not merely the desires of a select few of you to 

trample the rights of others.  

 

(Interviewer): If we experience the same opposition from 

our politicians that all of you did while trying to get your 

government to self-correct; is there any advice you might 

offer should we proceed?  

(Founders): Specifically state what about your present 

government you wish to alter or abolish. Before you do 

this, you should have a plan ready so that you quickly and 

easily might inform the people about what and how you 

intend to improve your present form of government.  

Since our time in 1790, you should know enough about 

what works with your present form of government and 

what failed. With that knowledge, construct a new form 

of government that corrects those ills and organize its 

powers as to all of you shall seem most likely to effect 

your safety and happiness and to provide new guards for 

your future security.  

All that any of us, in any generation might hope to 

accomplish is to leave the next generation with at least a 

slightly better form of government than that within which 

we lived.  

 



 
52 

(Interviewer): What are some of our possible risks for 

taking action to improve our governments?  

(Founders): You stand the risk of winning. You stand the 

risk of gaining a much better form of government.  

In your attempts to improve your government, if you go 

out unprepared and angry, without a definite plan of 

action and without the will to follow through to the 

desired end, you most likely will lose your fight no matter 

how well intended.  

The down side is that some of you may lose the respect 

of your good names. Some of you may lose some or all of 

your fortunes. Others of you might lose your lives. The 

extent of your losses depends on the strength of unity 

amongst you, as well as how violently your politicians 

might oppose the very exercise of your rights they took 

oath to help you defend.  

With hindsight and knowing our outcome in the 1700’s, 

we know many of you would join us in our efforts in 1776 

and 1787. Back then, our decision was not as easy or as 

clear as it may seem today. You stand on the same 

political ground we stood: the grounds of uncertainty 

about risking everything you possess for a better form of 

government and a better life.  

We ask you: Is your present government the type you 

desire to retain for yourselves? Is this government what 

you desire to leave to your children?  

Are you going to turn this government over to the next 

generation for them to deal with? Will you do what you 

are able to do to improve it?  
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(Interviewer): What should we expect to lose if we fail in 

this quest, which is our right and duty to correct our 

government?  

(Founders): You might consider the cost to your children 

if you refuse to demonstrate to your government that 

your government should fear you—and not you fear your 

government.  

 

(Interviewer): What advice could you offer regarding our 

treatment to those who might oppose us?  

(Founders): Hold them as you might the rest of mankind: 

Enemies in war, in peace, Friends.  

If you refuse to learn how to improve your government 

from those who might oppose you, you risk losing some 

of your greatest teachers.  

Treat those who oppose you as you might hope they 

would treat you if you fail —in peace, as Friends.  

They also fight for that which they believe is the correct 

path for their country as well. You will do business with 

these people when all is finished. We only hope that 

when you finish, the government you form might also be 

a creation of which they also might become proud to 

claim as their own.  

 

(Interviewer): How would you define the duties of a 

Representative?  

(Founders): Representatives act in the name and by the 

authority of the people who elected them. The voice of 

the constituents reside within the Constitution that 
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grants to the representative specific powers. The 

Constitution also prohibits to representatives specific 

powers that governments frequently abuse.  

Large groups of constituents cannot grant to their 

representative any powers not specifically named and 

granted via the appropriate Constitution—without a 

proper constitutional amendment. Likewise, those same 

constituents cannot honorably prohibit to their 

representatives powers that the same constitution has 

already granted to them—without a proper constitutional 

amendment to repeal or decrease these powers.  

Do not assume representation automatically happens just 

because you elect a candidate. When representation 

ceases—you must remove that person from office as 

soon as you can and before the end of their elected term. 

Leaving them in office their entire term only rewards 

them, even if they are not re-elected.  

While acting in the capacity of the representative, that 

representative possesses no right and no granted power 

to exercise their individual voice or will or conscience 

while in that office. Representatives are duty-bound and 

honor-bound to carry the collective voice of the majority 

of the total body of their registered voters.  

The Representative, as an individual in their private lives 

and off-duty time, like you, may cast a vote in the polls 

and debate on issues in public forums and amongst their 

friends—but they cannot do this while acting in the 

capacity of the office they represent.  

Your goal should be to elect individuals who recognize 

the differences between their political duties and their 
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private lives and are willing to work and to live according 

to those separate duties.  

 

(Interviewer): Does The Constitution for the United States 

of America bind the rights of the people?  

(Founders): Mostly, No.  

The Constitution is a tool for the People to use in 

identifying whether politicians abuse their just powers or 

have stolen unjust powers. As with any other tool, when 

unused, the people accomplish little to control their 

government.  

Constitutional restrictions on the people tend to name 

certain rights that the people possess, where the people 

grant to their government certain limited powers to 

enable their government officials to perform their duties 

properly. These constitutional restrictions on the people's 

rights are limited to those listed in the constitution.  

It is you, as the governed, the body of unified voters, who 

not only have the right but also the duty to re-adjust and 

re-align your politicians who enact unjust laws, acts, 

resolutions, or precedence, among other unjust activity. 

This includes all levels of government from the Executive, 

Judicial and Legislative offices. If that means removing 

such politicians in the middle of their term, preventing 

them from causing more damage, so be it. Do not allow 

them to remain in office just because their term is not 

expired. Leaving them in office because you are too 

damned cheap to force a Recall Election, your inaction 

rewards that politician. 

When constituents allow their corrupted politicians to 
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remain in office for the duration of their elected term, 

the constituents send an incorrect message to the world 

that those politicians work in an acceptable manner and 

that the people approve of the politician's actions.  

There are two important examples where the people 

forfeit two of our personal rights. The first one is in 

Amendment 6 where we forfeit our right to waive a jury 

trial in any criminal prosecution. In Amendment 13, we 

forfeit our unjust right as individuals to own slaves or 

involuntary servants except for the sole use and purpose 

of punishing persons duly convicted of crime against us.  

 

(Interviewer): What do you mean by duly convicted?  

(Founders): A person is duly convicted when their rights 

are defended and the government officials have not 

violated the accused person’s rights; which include, for 

example, no unauthorized searches, no absence of an 

impartial jury trial that must take place within a short 

time span after the accusation, no coerced testimony—

just to name a few.  

 

(Interviewer): Do you have any closing thoughts?  

(Founders): All that we talked about here, we wrote for 

you so that you might keep it close at hand to remind you 

who possesses the True Sovereign Political Authority 

within the united States of America. When you forget you 

are in control, you have no control.  

Our Congress, President, and the Courts actively destroy 

these united States of America by exercising powers that 
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the people have not granted to them.  

Since 1776, the governed people, the body of registered 

voters, rightly control our politicians.  So whose fault is it 

that those politicians corrupt your government and The 

Constitutional Rule of Law?  

It is the nature of politicians eventually to enslave the 

people by making us think that we can do nothing as they 

force us to pay for their wanton greed for money and 

power as well as wasting our resources.  

Exercise your political muscle before you have to go to 

war with your parents and your children to defeat yet 

another homegrown tyranny. 
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The unanimous Declaration of the 

united States of America 

Introductory Comments 

 

This contract, often referred to by what has become its 

most popular, none-the-less its least appropriate name,  

The Declaration of Independence, gives the mistaken 

impression that it has no present or future value or 

purpose other than to remind us that our nation no 

longer belongs to the State of Great Britain.  

The truth of it is; The Definitive Treaty of Peace (1783) is 

the contract that proves the successful separation of 

powers.  

Do not confuse The unanimous Declaration contract 

among us, the people, with that of any later Form of 

Government contracts between us and our government 

officials.  

The unanimous Declaration does not detail any form of 

government. It details the Sovereign Authority, the 

source from which our governments obtain their honest 

powers. It severely restricts the types of powers that the 

Sovereign Authority may honorably grant to government. 

This contract details the system though which we may 

create and alter the forms of our government. 

If The unanimous Declaration truly is a contract, what 

parties does it bind? 
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The unanimous Declaration binds the members of that 

Sovereign Authority (specifically the body of registered 

voters), which the contract refers to as—the governed.  

There are many members of that body of the governed at 

any given time. From generation to generation, some 

members die, others are born, while others come of age 

and qualify to vote. This contract does not merely bind 

the Representatives who drafted and eventually signed 

the contract on behalf of their respective constituents. 

Rather, it binds the various bodies of constituents for 

whom each of those Representatives acted. It only binds 

those members of future generation who claim the title 

of united States American and of those, only those who 

qualify and register to have their vote counted. 

To clarify what is Representation; provided first is an 

example of how it works; then, the 1756 definition for 

representative. 

If you contract with someone to do for you certain work 

on your behalf, you are bound to honor the terms of that 

contract so long as the results of the work uphold the 

terms of that contract. However, if that person acts 

outside the terms of the contract, whether to your 

benefit or detriment, you are not lawfully bound to honor 

the terms or conditions that they may have subjected you 

to while working in your behalf. In fact, if you desire, you 

may cancel the entire contract or seek damages from 

them. 

This example is in accord with the 1756 definition for 

representative, which states:  

“REPRESENTATIVE. 1. One exhibiting the likeness of 

another. 2. One exercising the vicarious power 
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given by another.” 

Definition number one tells us that a representative 

exhibits the likeness of another. A representative does 

not exhibit that likeness when he oversteps the authority 

granted to him. 

From definition two, “One exercising the vicarious power 

given by another.” The above example is similar to what 

happened among The unanimous Declaration signers and 

that of their respective constituents.  

With regard to definition two: What is the 1756 definition 

for vicarious? This leads us to define other words so that 

we may fully comprehend what it meant in 1776 to –

Represent another. 

“VICARIOUS. Deputed; delegated; acting in the 

place of another.” 

“To DEPUTE, To send with a special commission; to 

empower one to transact instead of another.” 

“INSTEAD of 1. In room of; in place of.  2. Equal to.” 

If you represent only one person, and they say buy the 

purple thingy and you buy the red thingy; you have 

declared that you are not equal to them and that you are 

in fact not acting in their place; therefore you truly are 

not their representative. 

A representative may only represent those who have a 

say, a vote in how the representatives may act in that 

group’s place. The representative in government lawfully 

represents only the registered voters in their political 

jurisdiction. The government official truly represents the 

body of registered voters upholding The Constitution.  
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The enumeration process that people confuse for a 

census becomes much easier, less painful, and more 

accurate as the number of registered voters determines 

the number of representatives in the legislative branch.  

You discover other government activities are simpler and 

less costly. With the enumeration, as opposed to a 

census, just imagine the only cost of the enumeration 

being the time to acquire the total number of registered 

voters within a specific area as opposed to sending 

masses of paid workers to collect census information that 

the Constitution does not authorize. 

By definition, we see how quickly our Representative 

Houses dissolve. The actions by our elected officials who 

take oath to represent us are nothing short of treason 

when they fail or refuse work within the confines of The 

Constitution to represent us properly in government. 

The definition for Representative, in context to our 

government officials in modern times, remains the same 

today as it was in 1776 and 1785. None of the ratified 

contracts alters that definition. This means that our 

representatives must act on behalf of the majority of the 

total body of registered voters—not as the representative 

believes is best for their constituents. This also prohibits 

representatives from acting in accord with smaller bodies 

of constituents; or worse yet by assuming they acquired 

some sort of voter mandate to violate the Constitution. 

Such actions as the representative thinks best are not 

binding on the constituents if the powers granted by the 

constitution to that representative do not extend that far. 

The majority-vote of a minor-percentage of registered 

voters also is not enough to empower a representative to 
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take action. 

The source of the Sovereign Authority that creates our 

governments and empowers them comes directly from 

the body-governed. This is a contract among the citizens 

only, because they have not yet created any government. 

Continued Importance 

The unanimous Declaration begins with this paragraph: 

“When in the Course of human events, it becomes 

necessary for one people to dissolve the political 

bands which have connected them with another, 

and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which the Laws of 

Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 

respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 

they should declare the causes which impel them to 

the separation.” 

The first question this contract answers is whether this 

contract retains any importance for our generation. If it 

does not, there is no need to continue. 

The first seven words, “When in the Course of human 

events”, tell us this contract is at least as important for 

our generation as it was for our nation’s founder’s.  

Although still relevant, does The unanimous Declaration 

bind the present and/or future generations, and if so; 

how? 

The unanimous Declaration binds no person of any 

generation against their will. One obtains citizenship 

through birth or naturalization. A person who naturalizes 
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their citizenship into the united States of America does so 

of their own free will, binding themselves to the terms of 

The unanimous Declaration with respect to how the 

Sovereign Authority may delegate powers to their 

government. A birth citizen, born into citizenship by a 

citizen mother, voluntarily remains a citizen of the united 

States when they become an adult of voting age by not 

moving to another country. Thus, by willingly remaining 

in the united States they retain their birth citizenship and 

by registering to vote, they remain bound by the terms of 

The unanimous Declaration, as those terms meant when 

first ratified. 

That first paragraph ends with, “a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 

the causes which impel them to the separation.” 

This paragraph details an observation about the political 

histories of the world up to and including the 1770’s and 

a series of events likely to continue. So long as there are 

human events, the separation of powers happens among 

humans and for that matter, among other Earthly life 

forms. The trouble with modern times is that there are 

far fewer places Free People may relocate to, when their 

governments trample their rights. 

To resolve the dilemma of a short supply of land and a 

large demand for it, we must solve the issue of what to 

do about our own corrupted forms of government and 

the officials therein.  

Our nation’s founding principle 

First, a look at the entire second paragraph that contains 
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the founding principle for the united States of America 

(the nation); then we dissect it for comprehension:  

”We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness. — That to secure these rights, 

Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the governed, 

— That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 

new Government, laying its foundation on such 

principles and organizing its powers in such form, as 

to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 

and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 

Governments long established should not be 

changed for light and transient causes; and 

accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind 

are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 

sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing 

the forms to which they are accustomed. But when 

a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same Object evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 

right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, 

and to provide new Guards for their future security. 

— Such has been the patient sufferance of these 

Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 

constrains them to alter their former Systems of 

Government. The history of the present King of 

Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
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usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 

States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 

candid world.” 

The dissection begins.  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal...” 

Does the word men refer solely to the male sex of the 

human race, or does it refer to the entire species, both 

male and female? Does created equal refer to all aspects 

of the human race, or is this equality a specific reference 

to a particular characteristic that equalizes all humans? 

As to whether the word, men, is gender specific or 

species inclusive of all sexes, we look at the entire 

contract. Throughout the contract, we find human 

events, one people, the governed, the People, mankind, 

and these Colonies. They tend towards an inclusion of the 

entire human race. 

What did those words mean at that time? For this task, 

we use the 1756 common-use dictionary. 

“Men. The plural of man.”  

That leaves us with the definition for man. Although 

there are thirteen definitions for man, we look only at the 

first three.  

 “1. Human being. 2. Not a woman. 3. Not a boy.” 

The terms man and men may appear gender- and age-

specific, except for definition #1, which is consistent with 

the remaining context of the contract. 

The 1756 dictionary defines human:  
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“Human. 1. Having the qualities of a man. 2. 

Belonging to man.”  

The dictionary does not specifically define human being; 

however, it does define humankind as:  

“Humankind. The race of man”. 

Women are part of the race of man. 

 “Race. 1. A family ascending. 2. Family descending. 

3. A generation; a collective family. 4. A particular 

breed.” 

Since mankind is specifically used in the contract, we 

explore its meaning at that time.  

“MANKIND. 1. The race or species of human 

beings.” 

“People”, as in “one people”?  

“People. 1. A nation; those who compose a 

community.” 

“Person”.  

“1. Individual or particular man or woman. 2. Man 

or woman considered as opposed to things. 3. 

Human Being. 4. Man or woman considered as 

present, acting or suffering. 5. A general loose term 

for a human being.” 

Our exploration as to gender-specific, species or race in 

total ends with the defining of the terms governed and 

colonies; especially since it is the body of the governed 

that possess Sovereign Authority over their governments 

within and for the united States of America.  

The term governed is of little help without detective work 
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dealing with definitions for To Govern, Government, 

Governable, and Governour. 

For the exercise here, as above, we need the following 

definitions later. 

“To Govern. To keep superiority.” 

“Governable. Submissive to authority; subject to 

rule.”  

Governable is the closest to the governed that we get 

from the 1756 dictionary.  

“Government. 1. Form of community with respect 

to the disposition of the supreme authority. 2. An 

establishment of legal authority. 3. Administration 

of publick affairs. 4. Regularity of behaviour. 5. 

Manageableness; compliance; obsequiousness.” 

We see definition #3 in The Articles of Confederation. 

Governour: “1. One who has the supreme direction. 

2. One who is invested with supreme authority in a 

state.  3. One who rules any place with delegated 

and temporary authority.” 

Finally, “colonies”.  

“COLONY. 1. A body of people drawn from the 

mother-country to inhabit some distant place.” 

Just as a reminder, we are discussing the phrase from the 

second paragraph, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal....” 

We finally define equal:  

“Equal” a. “1. Like another in bulk, or any quality 

that admits comparison.”  
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 “Equal. s. 1. One not inferior or superior to 

another.” 

After exploring the definitions to the referenced groups 

of people (men, mankind, one people, human, and 

colonies) we see that the term men in the phrase, all men 

are created equal, refers to the species of humans or the 

race of humans, inclusive of all sexes, ages, colors, 

cultures, conditions, etc. We know the term equal refers 

to some measurable quality that is common in proportion 

to each human regardless of age, sex, color, or condition 

of servitude, etc. 

The equality referenced in all men are created equal has 

no connection to sex, sexual orientation, finances, 

education, abilities, or any other thing that might 

distinguish one person from another.  We know this 

because no two humans can be considered equal in any 

of those (and many other) comparisons. The same finding 

applies to a gender-specific use of men.  

In what aspect then, are all of us equal; or at the very 

least to which aspect of equality does this contract refer? 

After all, the claim is that this truth of equality is self-

evident. 

Self-evident does not appear in the dictionary from 1756. 

However, it defines evident as: 

“Evident. Plain; apparent; notorious”. 

To what characteristic does that equality refer? 

The unanimous Declaration answers the question with: 

 “...that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights that among these are 
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Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

The entire sentence:  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.” 

The total list of each person’s rights is the one aspect 

where all humans are equal. The fact that none of us 

equally exercises or even equally values each of our rights 

the same as any other person on Earth is irrelevant. The 

list of rights available to each of us is identical. 

In the dissected paragraph’s new part, does Creator refer 

to a specific god (as some religions claim) or is it merely a 

generic term inclusive of all the gods, alien manipulation 

of the gene-pool, and other causes credited with the 

creation of humans?  

Does god refer to a specific entity or a generalization that 

any person may substitute in the place of the proper 

name of the entity to which they credit their existence? 

The 1756 dictionary defines creator as:  

“Creator. The being that bestows existence.” 

Just because one religion or another claims their god as 

the creator that bestowed the existence of the human 

race does not and cannot be forced upon any other 

human who may, and quite often does, believe their god 

or some entirely different cause created humans.  

The terms Nature’s God, used earlier in The unanimous 

Declaration, Supreme Judge of the world and that of 
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divine Providence are used towards the end—each of 

them carry just as vague definitions as that of Creator—

not naming a specific entity or referencing a specific 

religious belief. 

What about unalienable rights: How many unalienable 

rights does each of us possess? 

The phrase that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness; keywords being, that among these; 

the list of our rights is as endless as our imagination. The 

list of rights we may honorably exercise is a bit shorter. 

Exercising any right that a person claims to possess has an 

honor-line. That line ends precisely where exercising the 

right unjustly infringes upon another’s rights.  

Consider these two thoughts when deciding to exercise 

any right you claim you possess. You do not do to others 

what you do not want them to do to you. Do to others 

those things that you would have them do to you. Two 

limit-switches judge our actions as honorable or not. One 

is your personal switch. Ask yourself whether you would 

want another person to do or not do a given act toward 

you. The other limit-switch is the social switch. The 

society within which you reside creates laws condemning 

certain actions. In this, you must weigh the benefits to 

you or the penalties against you, if someone catches you 

performing the act. 

Before too many people declare an improper context; 

that list of rights does state, unalienable rights. From the 

1756 perspective, what does unalienable mean? 

The term unalienable does not appear in that dictionary. 

However, the term alienable is present:  
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“Alienable. That of which the property may be 

transferred.”  

The definition for “un”:  

“un. A Saxon privative or negative particle.”  

With that, we know that unalienable is that of which 

property may not be transferred. 

Since people substitute unalienable with inalienable; and 

there is some dispute as to whether or not it was 

originally one or the other; let’s explore inalienable as 

well.  

 “INALIENABLE. That cannot be alienated.”  

“ALIENATE. Withdrawn from; stranger to.”  

In connection to inalienable: Can a person withdraw from 

their life, liberty, or happiness—as if it were some bank 

account? Of course they have that ability. They can 

shorten or end their life—withdrawing some portion of it. 

They can commit any number of crimes—withdrawing 

some portion from their liberty. If they physically assault 

you, they may very well withdraw the balance of their 

life; depending upon your reaction. You may leave the 

amount of that withdrawal up to your government 

officials. 

Because the word used in the contract is, unalienable, we 

deal with the potential for transfer of any portion or the 

entirety of any of those rights considered as unalienable. 

What part of a person’s life may they transfer to another? 

What about their liberty; is any of it transferable? Is some 

portion of happiness transferable? 

When we explore this, we must conclude that none of 
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the three truly is transferable. We may loosely substitute 

our life for the life of another person by volunteering to 

be executed in that person’s place; but that other person 

gains not one second of our life. That person merely 

continues living out the rest of their own life. 

Liberty is seen much the same as life. 

Happiness or rather the pursuit thereof comes into 

question. Is a person able to transfer their happiness to 

you; or even the pursuits of their happiness to you? 

Again: No. Although they may commission you or transfer 

the pursuit itself to you—the level of happiness or misery 

you get from it solely resides within you and therefore, 

not transferable. 

With respect to any other right we claim, a right that 

everyone else also possesses, we may not transfer that 

right to another for them to possess—because they 

already possess it, but we may transfer to them the 

power to exercise a given right for us in our place. We see 

this in use with the Power of Attorney, and political 

Representatives; each of which is empowered to act as 

instructed in our place, but the person receiving that 

power may not rightly exercise that power contrary to 

our desires without violating our rights. 

The dissected paragraph continues. It identifies the single 

principle upon which foundation our nation rests: 

“—That to secure [our] rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed,” 

That phrase effectively describes Self-Governance. 

The words, “That to secure these [our] rights...” refers to 
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that unnumbered list of unalienable rights—not to 

merely the three rights listed in previous sentence of the 

paragraph. 

Most importantly, “That to secure [our] rights” begins to 

limit the powers that our governments may honorably 

acquire and exercise. Every power of our government 

must work toward the ends of helping all of us protect all 

of our right equally.  

Let it be satisfactory to state that the phrase, to secure 

these rights, simply means—to secure our rights. 

Based on our government official’s present actions, 

necessity requires a definition for the term “to secure”.  

From 1756:  

“To SECURE 1. To make certain; to put out of 

hazard; to ascertain. 2. To protect; to make safe.” 

To secure is to protect our rights. It does not indicate that 

a government is to protect the individual from exercising 

a right that may be hazardous—but to help protect 

individuals from suffering the unjust infringement from 

others while exercising a right, so long as that exercise 

does not unjustly infringe upon another’s rights. 

“To secure [our] rights, Governments are instituted 

among Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed....” 

This is our nation’s sole founding principle. 

Everything in The unanimous Declaration up to that point 

is valuable introductory material that tells us, as the 

governed, this contract is our most important political 

instrument. Everything after this statement is valuable 
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supporting material that instructs us regarding what is 

our duty so that we may never have to live through a 

bloody revolution to put down so corrupt a government 

in our lifetime.  

We already know that the governed is simply the body of 

people, who, as individuals, are under the direction or 

management of their government with respect to those 

common public or common concerns. As we learn later in 

The Definitive Treaty of Peace, 1783 as well as in the 

phrase presently under discussion, the people of the 

united States of America are not subjects of their 

government or any government official. We are citizens—

Free People. We obligate ourselves to obey the laws of 

which we authorize our government to create in order to 

do their best to maintain a peaceable society. 

When our governments overstep their authority, we are 

required to unify, exercise our Sovereign Authority over 

our government officials and stop their tyranny. 

Our governments themselves are governed—just as the 

citizens also are governed. 

From the phrase, Governments are instituted among 

Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed; we see that the majority of the total body of 

registered voters governs our governments. The citizens, 

as individuals are then governed by the governments 

they created and are responsible—when unified for this 

purpose —to control the powers of that government. 

The identity of the Sovereign Authority or the Sovereign 

Power is what identifies the –system of government. A 

king and/or queen as Sovereign constitute a Monarchy. 
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One individual is a Dictatorship.  

There are many Systems of Government. None of the 

systems or forms of government is bad. The people who 

exercise or execute the powers of the Sovereign are what 

make any system of government appear good or bad. 

Those elected by the Sovereign Authority to exercise the 

powers of government make the government appear 

good or bad. 

The phrase, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the 

governed, identifies (to be a bit overly redundant) the 

ultimate—the Supreme Sovereign Authority over our 

governments. That entity, the collective body of the 

people governed by the governments they create, is the 

Sovereign Authority from which our government get their 

honorable or just powers, and by whom our 

governments’ powers are altered. Does the governed 

include every citizen or a certain class of citizens? 

Logic alone tells us that we do not want infants voting, 

who by birth to a citizen mother, is a citizen. We also 

should discourage convicts from voting for the same 

reason that we should discourage people from voting 

who, without earning that money, receive money from 

the government; as their tendency is to vote to 

themselves more legislative and monetary benefits from 

the public treasury. We see our elected legislators in the 

US Congress with Amendment 27 effectively give 

themselves power not granted by the Constitution, as 

well as adjusting their own compensation, since they are 

almost guaranteed a re-elected to enjoy the benefits. 

Through deduction, the governed, used in reference to 
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consent must refer to the total body of registered voters 

and not merely to the majority of only those who go to 

the polling station.  

Why the majority of the total body of registered voters?  

Glad you asked. 

To seek consent from a given body of people, those 

people must be polled, or asked a question soliciting their 

consent. If an individual does not specifically grant their 

consent, we must count them as having –not consented. 

The question is—if saving our nation and returning honor 

to our government becomes our unifying objective: What 

does, Consent of the Governed really mean? 

Does consent of the governed mean that even if the 

entire population wants to grant to their government a 

specific power that those people may rightly do so? After 

all, that is what has been happening. 

Consent of the governed possesses several elements that 

we must logically reason. Let’s start with a list of 

questions and then address each of them. 

Can an individual grant or give anything to another (such 

as a product or government powers) that they may not 

honorably exercise for themselves? 

Does a group magically amass powers or rights that none 

of the individuals honorably possess for themselves? 

With respect to the term governed: Who does the word 

governed include; infants, prisoners, dead people, the 

insane, comatose, people benefiting from the public 

treasury without working for the welfare they receive; or 

would it refer to some other group of citizen? 
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With respect to consent: What does that mean when it 

refers to the body of the governed? Does it refer to the 

entire body of citizens? Does it refer to the majority of 

that total body? Does it refer to the majority of some 

smaller part, such as the total number of registered 

voters who cast their vote at the polling stations? Does it 

refer to some percentage of only those who register to 

vote? 

Consent, as defined in a 1756 common-use dictionary: 

“CONSENT.  1. The act of yielding or consenting. 2. 

Concord; agreement; accord.  3. Coherence with; 

correspondence. 4. Tendency to one point.   

“To CONSENT.  1. To be of the same mind; to agree. 

2. To co-operate to the same end. 3. To yield; to 

allow; to admit.” 

Can an individual rightly grant to another a power or right 

that they may not honorably exercise for themselves? 

Your rights are as much your personal property as a 

house, a car, or any other item you own. Let’s reword the 

question. Do you possess the right to give to another any 

item that you do not rightly possess? 

Of course you don’t. 

What makes our government officials believe that in the 

united States of America that they may exercise any 

power that the individuals do not first rightly possess for 

them to exercise?  

Government officials do not much care how they acquire 

political power. The acquisition of that power means 

more unjust control by government over the people.  
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What makes a body of citizens believe that just because 

they have the majority on their side that they may grant 

to government any powers they, as individuals, may not 

honorably exercise?  

Does a group magically amass powers or rights that none 

of the individuals honorably possess? 

Absolutely not. 

Only a select class of citizen benefits by granting unjust 

powers to government that they may not of right exercise 

for themselves against others. 

With respect to a right (any right), let’s call it Right ‘X’; no 

individual may honorably exercise Right ‘X’ without 

unjustly infringing upon or into the rights of another.  

Individual #1 amasses 500,000,000 other individuals, 

which amounts to more than the total population of the 

united States of America, the country in question, to try 

to grant Right ‘X’ as a power for government to exercise.  

May our government honorably exercise that power even 

if 100% of the population wants to grant that power to 

the government? 

The amount of honorable authority to exercise Right ‘X’ 

as an individual = 0 (zero). 

Total number of individuals = 500,000,000. 

Zero power per individual X 500,000,000 individuals = 

ZERO honorable power to grant Right ‘X’ as a power to 

government. The sole purpose for our governments is the 

preservation of our rights; not an unjust infringement 

upon them. 

Regardless of the fact that we can only honorably grant 
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to another what rightly belongs to us in the first place, 

and we cast our vote as an individual—it does not matter 

how many individuals there are in the group, the group is 

the one body being polled. The tally from the individuals 

within the polled group determines the specific group-

consensus. Therefore, at the very least, a majority of the 

total body of registered voters is required to attain the 

group consensus to satisfy the consent of the governed. 

The increase in numbers merely increases the force of a 

just power. It does not make an individually unjust 

power, somehow, collectively just. 

Whom does the governed include; infants, prisoners, 

dead people, the insane, comatose, people living off the 

public treasury without working for the welfare they 

receive; or does it refer to some other class of citizen? 

Sound logic prohibits infants from voting, which might 

equally prohibit ill-informed adults from voting as well.  

With the ever-increasing prison population, do we want 

criminals to elect our government officials?  

What about dead people? After all, we hear about some 

dead people voting. In order to remove the dead from 

the list of voters, we should totally purge the list of 

registered voters every couple of years. Good reasons 

exist for cleaning the list of voters. Those who do not 

want to vote do not register. It is more difficult for dead 

people to re-register. It keeps the list of registered voters 

as current as practical. 

Do we want insane people voting? Logically, we should 

prohibit this group from voting as well: but how do we 

test for insanity and who does that testing? 
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There are some comatose people’s names are on voter 

registration logs; should we remove their names as well? 

People living off the public treasury without working for 

the welfare they receive; should we allowed them to vote 

while receiving “free” money from the public treasury? 

We see how easy it is to get addicted to “free” money 

and “free” stuff. Such addictions are not restricted to 

elected humans; we easily see it across the board of living 

creatures that flock to the easy meal. Do we really want 

to burden our public funds with people who will vote to 

themselves more benefits from the public purse?  

As we logically eliminated various groups from voting, we 

can agree that the governed, solely for voting purposes, 

should include only those people who are qualified to 

vote and registered to have their vote counted. 

The –qualified and registered— criteria is critical in 

determining when this second all-important Consent of 

the Governed element of is lawfully attained. We answer 

the question about people who do not want to vote by 

the person not registering or having the individual 

remove their name from the voter registration. 

What does consent mean when it refers to the body of 

the governed? Does it refer to the entire body of 

whoever is a citizen? Does it refer to the majority of that 

total body? Does it refer the majority of only those who 

go to the polling stations? Does it refer to some 

percentage of only those who register to vote? 

If asked for your assistance (or consent) regarding an 

issue, at least a little more than fifty-percent of your 

reasoning must be convinced before you will help.   
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When we talk about consent of the governed for a group 

of people, we are talking about some percentage of the 

total body of that group. The body of the governed under 

consideration is the body of those who are both qualified 

to vote and registered to have their vote counted. Any 

public vote must receive, at the very least, the consent of 

a majority of the total number of registered voters in 

order for it to pass. 

Just to put your mind at ease that I am not talking out my 

hind side, we take a little tour through some other 

ratified government contracts—The Constitution. 

We require that all of our legislative bodies; whether at 

the national, state, county, and local levels;  attain a 

majority of the total number of voting members before 

they pass anything upon which they call for a vote. 

We require that all of our judicial bodies; regardless of 

level of government; attain a majority of the total 

number of their members before they finalize their 

decision. 

Why then do we allow our government officials to count 

the majority of only a small percentage of the total 

number of registered voters? 

In the event of not attaining the consent from the 

majority of the total number of registered voters, the 

balloted item must fail. This includes elections. 

How does this compare to our government’s present 

unlawful manner of counting the governed vote’s votes? 

When we allow our government to count only the voters 

votes cast at the polling station, the government ignores 

the fact that the registered voters who do not go to the 
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polling station, or vote by absentee, or early ballots, 

those voters have not consented to the balloted item. 

When a person wants something, they go out of their 

way to make it happen—thus Consent. 

What does consent of the governed really mean? 

Consent, defined from 1756; 

 “Consent. 1. The act of yielding or consenting. 2. 

Concord; agreement; accord. 4. Tendency to one 

point.  

“To Consent. 1. To be of the same mind; to agree. 2. 

To co-operate to the same end. 3. To yield; to allow; 

to admit.” 

Consent requires action. It means that the majority of the 

total number of registered voters must actively consent 

to the balloted issue or candidate before it passes or 

takes office. 

Just because we our government teaches use to accept 

our present catastrophic voting system—does not alter 

the design detailed in The unanimous Declaration. That is 

why we must invest so much time to clarify the concept 

of Consent of the Governed. 

What about a person’s right to Not Vote? 

Every person who qualifies to vote has the right to not 

vote. In the united States of America, for such a person to 

not-vote, that person must either not register to vote or 

they must have their name removed from the voter 

registration. If their name is on the list of registered 

voters—their vote must be counted as either consenting 

or not-consenting to obtain a lawful vote count. Such 
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vote tally is only lawful by counting 100% of the 

registered voters’ votes as either Consenting or Not-

Consenting. The only way to cast lawfully Consenting 

votes is through the ballot and polling station process.  

There are at least two ways to cast the Non-Consent vote. 

The voter may cast a Non-Consent vote at the polling 

station by casting a blank ballot or marking no on the 

ballot or by not going to the polling station at all. In either 

instance, the registered voter has not consent to the 

balloted item. 

Consent of the governed requires that the majority of the 

voting-population know about the upcoming vote, it also 

demands that the majority of registered voters actively 

Consent to the balloted item, or it must fail.  

Our government’s “legalized” but completely unlawful 

vote-counting system is nothing less than an overt war 

declared against us. The government system does not 

even require that very many of the voting population 

know about the vote, let alone know the subject on the 

ballot. It allows for less than one percent of the voting 

population unlawfully to pass the balloted item. 

The next phrase of The unanimous Declaration: 

“Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 

their just powers from the consent of the 

governed...” 

This phrase defines our system of government, which is 

the process by which we create and adjust the powers of 

a given form of government. It identifies the system not 

by name but by definition.  We need to know this 

because of the Republic vs. Democracy debates as the 
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terms relate to our nation. 

To resolve the debate as to whether our nation –the 

political relationship among the citizens- is a Democracy 

or a Republic, we must properly comprehend the 

difference between what is the nation and what is the 

nation’s government. We also must know the difference 

between a Democracy and a Republic. 

The nation is its body of citizens. The following phrase 

describes the political relationship among the people: 

“That to secure [our] rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed...” 

Democracy, as defined in 1756: 

“One of the three forms of government that in 

which the sovereign power is lodged in the body of 

the people.” 

Our nation, the political relationship among the people, 

with respect to how our governments obtain their 

honorable powers, is, by definition, a Democracy.  

Our governments get their just powers from the consent 

of the body of registered voters (as opposed to the body 

of citizens, of many of whom are not registered to vote). 

Earlier, we logically eliminated various other groups. 

Unfortunately, that definition does not name the other 

two government forms. 

Since many people mistakenly claim our nation is a 

Republic, the 1756 dictionary defines Republic as: 

“Commonwealth; state in which the power is 

lodged in more than one.” 
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The Constitution, Article 4, Section 4, creates a 

Republican Form of Government. The Constitution lodges 

the power, the political power, in more than one: More 

than one person, more than one branch. However, The 

Constitution does nothing to alter or relocate the 

Sovereign Authority, which remains lodged in the body of 

the people who retain the power to alter, abolish, and 

throw off their corrupted forms of government. 

Still using the 1756 dictionary, it defines nation as: 

“A people distinguished from another people.” 

This geographically refers to a specific human population 

occupying a given land mass. It does not identify the land 

mass itself. 

The same dictionary defines government as: 

“GOVERNMENT. 1. Form of community with respect 

to the disposition of the supreme authority. 2. An 

establishment of legal authority. 3. Administration 

of publick affairs.” 

Disposition, being defined as: 

“1. Order; method; distribution.” 

The Articles of Confederation (discussed later) becomes 

our nation’s first form of government, a management 

contract between the people and the government 

officials they elect as a management team for their 

common concerns.  They named that government 

management team for our nation, “The United States of 

America”. 

Nothing about The Articles of Confederation or The 

Constitution (our nation’s second form of government) 
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alters or abolishes The unanimous Declaration, which 

details the Sovereign Authority over our government. The 

Articles and The Constitution are nothing more than the 

next logical steps in establishing the management teams 

for the common assets and common interests of the 

people. 

Back to system and form:  

“SYSTEM. 1. Any complexure or combination of 

many things acting together. 2. A scheme which 

reduces many things to regular dependence or co-

operation. 3. A scheme which unites many things in 

order.”  

“FORM. 1. The external appearance of any thing; 

representation; shape and stated method; 

established practice.” 

The unanimous Declaration details the System exercised 

by the Sovereign or Supreme Authority for establishing 

their forms of government. It combines many things, such 

as people together to co-operate with each other to 

control the powers of their governments. The Articles of 

Confederation and The Constitution are the written forms 

of government that represent the various parts of the 

Sovereign Authority, granted to various government 

offices to exercise.  

Although this entire paragraph from The unanimous 

Declaration is our nation’s sole Founding Principle, it is 

the phrase, “That to secure [our] rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from 

the consent of the governed” upon which the entire rest 

of the contract either builds up to or serves as supporting 
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information.  

This contract, The unanimous Declaration, establishes the 

context from which proper comprehension of definitions 

of words in the constitutions that detail our government’s 

powers. The unanimous Declaration is the cornerstone of 

our nation and Founding Charter for our governments.  

The next section of the dissected paragraph from The 

unanimous Declaration states: 

“—That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends,  it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 

new Government, laying its foundation on such 

principles and organizing its powers in such form, as 

to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 

and Happiness.”  

Take note of the word, whenever. That word makes this 

contract just as useful for us today as it was for our 

nation’s founders. 

The previous statement from The unanimous Declaration 

answers the question: Toward what end have we created 

our governments?  

Our governments are supposed to help us secure our 

rights—not trample them or make them impossible for us 

to exercise. 

When we, the governed, determine that our government 

officials are destructive to the ends of preserving our 

rights—we possess every right, as a unified body of the 

Sovereign Authority to alter that form of government. 

This includes amending its constitution; abolishing it 

(create a completely new constitution); but also —before 
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the official’s elected term in office ends—it includes  

removing from office any government official who 

violates the rule of law created by that constitution. The 

form of the government includes the written constitution 

and the officials serving under that constitution.  

To alter, abolish, and throw off corrupted government 

not only is our right—it is our Duty. 

When political abuse in government exists, we must alter 

that form of government immediately by restricting those 

political powers through the constitutional amendment 

process and/or through recalling corrupted politicians. If 

the abuses continue, we must abolish that form of 

government and start over again.  

Learning from previous failure, we should salvage the 

parts of government that worked best, eliminate parts 

that failed, and modify other parts to improve them.  

The dissected paragraph continues: 

“Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments 

long established should not be changed for light 

and transient causes;”  

Light and Transient definitions from 1756 include: 

“LIGHT. 9. Slight; not great.  11. Easy to admit any 

influence; unsteady; unsettled.”  

“TRANSIENT. Soon past; soon passing; short; 

momentary.” 

The method for changing our forms of government exists 

in an amendment process to include a total constitutional 

replacement. Our political history fills with light and 

transient causes that violate The Constitution and The 
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unanimous Declaration.  

Continuing the dissected paragraph, our founding 

generation thought it appropriate to inform any future 

patriots of the difficulty of correcting the evils from 

within our governments: 

“...and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that 

mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 

sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 

the forms to which they are accustomed.”  

Our government officials also learned from previous 

tyrants. They allow plenty of time for us to get used to 

their new unjust power before hitting us with more. They 

use this tactic when passing laws that infringe all the 

deeper and heavier into our rights. 

We let them slide. We let them get away with it. We 

allow them to remain in office. 

How much political corruption can you tolerate before 

you gain enough justified anger to act lawfully to help put 

down the insurrection, the rebellion, the treason—yes, 

the treason—by our government officials against our 

Sovereign Authority, which is The Constitution for the 

United States of America? 

The phrase “mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 

evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed” is 

the reason why despots and tyrants so easily destroy 

civilizations. 

We are lulled into a false sense of tranquility by –letting 

our governments do “everything” for us. 
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Instead of abolishing or throwing off those acts of 

despotism and tyranny—when first recognized- we 

manage to adjust and get used to them and pretend that 

they will not get any worse. History shows and tells us 

that the abuses always get much worse over time—

especially when ignored. 

Frogs seldom try to escape the cooking water when you 

start them in comfortable water, slowly turning up the 

heat.  

Dating back to 1785; our governments put us in a pot of 

comfortable political water and began turning up the 

heat against our rights. We’re just about cooked, once 

again – but not yet completely defenseless. 

The informative statement about our right to alter or to 

abolish any form of our governments that becomes 

destructive to the preservation of our right gets stronger 

with the next section of the dissected paragraph form The 

unanimous Declaration: 

“But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 

pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a 

design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it 

is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 

Government, and to provide new Guards for their 

future security.” 

As a united States American; notice that it is no longer 

merely our right—it is our duty. We must do away with 

those corrupted forms of government and corrupted 

politicians to create a new constitution to provide those 

new guards for our future security! One such proposed 

constitution already exists. It appears under its own 
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chapter, Proposed Constitution.  

The words, them and their, refer to multiple generations. 

What qualifies as “a long train of abuses and usurpations” 

that “evinces a design to reduce [us] under absolute 

despotism”? 

If we cannot think up our own list, we just as well use the 

list our founding generation provided for us in 1776 to 

use to see if our present government exercises any of 

those abuses and usurpations. All our governments are 

prohibited from exercising all of the grievances listed in 

The unanimous Declaration against King George III.  

What benefit is there to go to war to stop one tyranny if 

we are simply going to allow our own governments to use 

those same powers already defined as tyrannical and 

despotic? 

The last part of this dissected paragraph introduces us to 

the list of grievances that identify an absolute tyranny. 

“Such has been the patient sufferance of these 

Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 

constrains them to alter their former Systems of 

Government. The history of the present King of 

Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 

States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 

candid world.” 

At this point they are altering their former System of 

Government from that of a Monarchy, where a King or a 

Queen exercises the Sovereign Authority, to that of a 

Democracy, where the governed people become the 
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Sovereign Authority.  

Another important element of this contract introduces 

the list of characteristics to help us identify an absolute 

tyranny early on—before it gets out of hand. It becomes a 

list of powers off limits to our government officials. Why 

not just stay with the tyranny with which we were 

familiar, if we were simply going to allow our government 

to tyrannize us? 

As we get into that list of grievances, the names of the 

players changed but the events are real. Any one of the 

following grievances used by our government identifies 

the making of a tyranny or despotic government. Two or 

more grievances, exercised by our government officials 

qualify as the building of that long train of abuses and 

usurpations. How many grievances do you recognize in 

our government? 

Prohibited Political Powers 

When any of the grievance refers to “He”, it usually is to 

that of King George III. You may correctly substitute the 

Legislative, Executive, and/or Judicial Branches of our 

governments or any level of our governments (federal, 

state, county, city/town) or insert the names of specific 

government officials. 

 

The list of grievances begins: 

“He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 

wholesome and necessary for the public good.” 

At present, we have very few Laws that actually work to 
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punish convicted criminals in order to discourage them 

from repeating criminal actions. Worse yet, those laws do 

not discourage others from entering the life of crime. Our 

laws and criminal punishment system rewards criminal 

activity.  

The Constitution, Amendment 13, commands Congress to 

pass laws to enforce Amendment 13  to punish –duly—

convicted persons with either a period of slavery or 

involuntary servitude; usually determined by the severity 

of the crime committed.  

When we get to The Constitution, discussing Amendment 

13, we compare it with Amendment 8, then do a little 

math. For now, let’s agree that Amendment 13 follows 

Amendment 8; therefore, Amendment 13 clarifies that its 

punishment for crime is neither the cruel nor the unusual 

punishment referred to in Amendment 8, simply because 

of math—and their ratification order. 

Many of our jails and prisons provide free full workout 

gymnasiums, free libraries, free internet access, free 

conjugal visits, free cable television, free medical, free 

dental, free GED, free trade schools, and the inmates 

even get paid a little for their labor; all of which comes at 

a heavy price to the good citizens who break no laws. 

Also, consider that most of the inmates who work in 

public, lightly guarded, where some inmates walk freely 

in parts of towns without any guards at all. 

That is not punishment! 

That is a reward system! 
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The next grievance is: 

“He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of 

immediate and pressing importance, unless 

suspended in their operation till his Assent should 

be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 

neglected to attend to them.” 

Illegal immigration applies as much to this grievance as it 

does others that follow. 

The federal government grants amnesty to illegals. It 

encourages more people to come across the borders 

illegally via the amnesty reward-system. When the States 

try to pass laws to punish and prohibit illegals within their 

respective State, the federal government prohibits the 

States from taking action. 

The States remain ignorant. The States, especially three-

fourths of them, possess full authority to overturn and 

override the powers of the nation's government; refer to 

The Constitution, Article 5 for proof. 

 

The next grievance: 

“He has refused to pass other Laws for the 

accommodation of large districts of people, unless 

those people would relinquish the right of 

Representation in the Legislature, a right 

inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants 

only.” 

Where no comments on the grievance is provided, if you 

think of a government action for that grievance, let me 

know: “Daniel M. Kingery” <danielmkingery@gmail.com> 
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Next in line: 

“He has called together legislative bodies at places 

unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 

depository of their public Records, for the sole 

purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 

measures.” 

The reverse equally applies. Legislators, brought to more 

comfortable places, are wined and dined to encourage a 

favorable vote against The Constitution —thus against the 

Sovereign Authority of the unified people. 

 

Next: 

“He has dissolved Representative Houses 

repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 

invasions on the rights of the people.” 

Our Representative Houses dissolve every time our 

elected representatives refuse to listen to their 

respective body of constituents. Our representatives 

dissolve our Representative Houses every time they 

refuse to work within the powers granted to their office 

by the respective constitution under which they took 

oath to defend. We presently have no representation in 

our government offices. 

Executive Officers write Executive Orders that bypass the 

Legislative Branch, unjustly violating the rights of the 

citizens. Judicial Officers use prior judgements to rule in 

later cases, thus denying the defendant an impartial trial. 

Judges also alter non-tax laws to become a form of 
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taxation. Judges also make decisions that effectively 

amend the Constitution by denying many defendants trial 

by jury and by renaming crimes to avoid jury trials. 

 

The next grievance: 

“He has refused for a long time, after such 

dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 

the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, 

have returned to the People at large for their 

exercise; the State remaining in the mean time 

exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, 

and convulsions within.” 

What is a convulsion, from 1756? 

“CONVULSION. 2. Any irregular and violent motion; 

commotion.” 

The government reactions to the Ferguson, AL shooting 

shows a convulsion after we fail to hold our government 

acountable. The inappropriate actions by government 

encouraged the population to convulse with city-wide 

rioting. 

 

Next: 

“He has endeavoured to prevent the population of 

these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws 

for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass 

others to encourage their migrations hither, and 

raising the conditions of new Appropriations of 

Lands.” 

Our government obstructs our Laws of Naturalization. 
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The Constitution, Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 requires a 

uniform Code of Naturalization. 

Our government’s actions in Immigration are everything 

except uniform, granting repeated amnesty to ever-

increasing masses of illegal immigrants —encouraging 

even more to come over illegally. 

While editing the proposed constitution much later, this 

thought arrived. Why would the colonies object to the 

King refusing to support the naturalization of foreigners 

into the Colonies? When compared with our present 

government’s push for repeated amnesty for illegal 

immigrants, one might wonder if this also deals with 

building an unlawful military force that the government 

might use against the citizens, whose rights the politicians 

swore to defend.   

 

The next grievance on the list: 

“He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by 

refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 

Judiciary powers.” 

Our governments obstruct the administration of justice 

by ignoring the Constitutional Law of Amendment 13, 

designed to deter most criminal activity if honorably 

enforced. 

When our government officials use plea bargains to 

obtain easy convictions by threatening harsher sentences 

if the accused goes to trial, they deny to the accused an 

impartial jury trial. The government also imprisons the 

accused for long periods of time without a trial to 

“encourage” the accused to more readily accept a guilty-
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plea plea-bargain “for time served”. The use of plea 

bargaining violates Amendment 5 by effectively coercing 

a confession. 

 

Next: 

“He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, 

for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 

payment of their salaries.” 

The Articles of Confederation did a great job of making 

certain that no single group of political persuaders could 

manipulate the justice system. Under The Articles of 

Confederation, the Supreme Court justices held office 

only as long as needed, then disbanded. The new judges 

were, same as the prior ones, selected through a lottery 

selection-system. 

Although our present Constitution may not have set out 

to complete this grievance, our government went and 

done it anyhow by refusing to impeach Judges who 

violate the Constitution. Such actions (rather inactions) 

by Congress encourage judges to step in line with the 

corrupted Congress. 

 

Next: 

“He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and 

sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 

people, and eat out their substance.” 

Our government uses the IRS to harass people who have 

differing political positions. Now those IRS agents may 

come armed.  
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If you cannot name all the government offices, agencies, 

and departments, we are miles past the point of those 

multitudes of offices and swarms of officers harassing us 

and eating our substance. 

 

Next grievance: 

“He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing 

Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.” 

Presently, our nation is not involved in a lawful war 

against a foreign power—yet; we have armed troops 

among us. Those armed troop possess names such as 

Homeland Security, Border Patrol (well inland of the 

border), NSA, and now includes the IRS among others. 

They are armed and they are in the Service of our 

nation’s politicians, which makes them a Standing Army. 

If our State legislatures do not stop this, they are 

negligent. They should unite to draft Constitutional 

Amendments to stop the usurpations and abuses of 

power by our nation’s politicians. 

 

Next: 

“He has affected to render the Military independent 

of and superior to the Civil power.” 

Homeland Security is one of the standing Armies, which is 

by definition, Military, and our nation’s government has 

effectively made it independent of and superior to the 

civil authorities, superior to the Constitution. 
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Next: 

“He has combined with others to subject us to a 

jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 

their Acts of pretended Legislation:” 

We have the United Nations, NAFTA, CAFTA, etc. All of 

these subject us to laws contrary to The Constitution and 

worse yet, contrary to The unanimous Declaration of the 

united States of America. 

 

Next: 

“For Quartering large bodies of armed troops 

among us:” 

NSA, Inland Border Patrol, IRS, etc. 

The next grievance: 

“For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 

punishment for any Murders which they should 

commit on the Inhabitants of these States:” 

Plea-Bargains, Unjustified IRS audits, etc. 

 

Next: 

“For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the 

world:” 

 

Next: 

“For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: “ 
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That’s right, it states, “without our Consent”. That means 

that our taxation bodies of Congress, State legislators, as 

well as county and city legislators must obtain the Lawful 

Consent of the Governed —their respective constituents-

about every Bill, because they all require taxation to fund 

the enforcement and adjudication. Some consent 

appears in the powers granted to Congress (and others) 

via the appropriate state and/or federal constitutions. 

“Taxation without representation” is political propaganda 

designed to weaken the Sovereign Authority of the 

people. The unlawful way by which our governments 

count our votes defies our Sovereign Authority and we do 

nothing to stop it. 

 

Next: 

“For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of 

Trial by Jury:” 

Judges alone try many of the minor criminal Prosecutions 

—as opposed to a jury. The Constitution, Amendment 6, 

demands impartial juries decide all criminal prosecutions 

in a speedy/immediate and public trial –regardless of the 

severity of the crime. 

If any level of government prohibits a specified act and 

they fine or jail you if found guilty; they prosecuted you 

for a crime. 

For clarity, we define crime in accord with 1756:  

“CRIME. An act contrary to right; an offence; a 

great fault.” 

Any prohibition from government against any of your 
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actions constitutes a crime if a person violates that 

prohibition. The laws of government are supposed to 

prohibit actions contrary to that which is right; otherwise, 

those laws are unjust. The prosecution of such laws must 

be tried by an impartial jury—not a judge. 

 

Next: 

“For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for 

pretended offences:” 

Guantanamo Bay is a good example. If it were not, our 

government would try those accused of committing 

crimes against us in the State’s mainland courts in front 

of an impartial jury. 

 

Next: 

“For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 

neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries 

so as to render it at once an example and fit 

instrument for introducing the same absolute rule  

into these Colonies:” 

The 1756 definition for Rule:  

“1. Government; empire; sway; supreme command. 

3. Canon; precept by which the thoughts or actions 

are directed. 4. Regulatory; propriety of behavior.” 

--To Rule: “1. To govern; to control; to manage with 

power and authority. 2. To manage. 3. To settle as 

by a rule.”  
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---To Rule: “To have power or command.” 

When Congress passes laws for Washington, DC only—

they soon try to enforce those laws on the states in the 

union. 

 

Next: 

“For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most 

valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the 

Forms of our Governments:” 

A charter can be just as taken away by keeping it in public 

view, even when celebrated every year. When we no 

longer learn of it continued importance, it is taken from 

us. When it receives such a name that diminishes it 

importance, it is taken from us. 

Over the past decades, government-controlled schools 

replaced studies of our nation’s Founding Charter—The 

unanimous Declaration of the united States of America. 

From early on, they renamed that contract into “The 

Declaration of Independence” so that the people might 

easily forget it. “After all”, many a person said, “Why do 

we need it? We are no longer part of Great Britain.” 

Our government adopted a pledge of allegiance to the 

government—the Republican Form of Government for 

which that flag stands (reference The Constitution, Article 

4, Section 4). Then it was encouraged under patriotism 

for people to recite that pledge. An action so genius it 

made entire generations forget out nation’s pledge at the 

end of The unanimous Declaration. 
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Next: 

“For suspending our own Legislatures, and 

declaring themselves invested with power to 

legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.” 

Congress, the President, and the Supreme Court suspend 

States’ Legislative Branches from time to time and 

declared themselves with power to legislative over the 

States with unjust authority not granted to our nation’s 

government by The Constitution. The government does 

this with Executive Orders and Judicial Decrees with the 

intent of legislating over us in all States in all cases 

whatsoever. 

 

Next: 

“He has abdicated Government here, by declaring 

us out of his Protection and waging War against 

us.” 

Abdicated from 1756:  

“To Abdicate. To give up right; to resign.” 

Our governments ignore the prohibitions on government 

powers from The unanimous Declaration and the limits 

on their power from The Constitution and they Declare 

Wars against us; with the War on Poverty, the War on 

Drugs, the War on Crime, the War on Weapons, the War 

on Illiteracy, and other wars.  

Those are wars against the respective States and against 

their people—the citizens—the governed—The Sovereign 

Authority. 

Such declarations of war against us are the sound of our 
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government officials handing to us their resignation and 

telling us they want us to fire them and try them for 

treason. When will we accept those resignations and fire 

them so that we may create a new form of government? 

When are we going to try them for treason? 

One of the newest wars against us is the war against our 

assets with what our governments call, “civil asset 

forfeitures”. Another recent war declared against us 

turned every citizen into a criminal, which allowed our 

government to search us for absolutely no reason at all; it 

is the treason act that they pawned off on us under the 

title of The Patriot Act. 

 

Next: 

“He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, 

burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 

people.” 

Our governments destroy our lives with excessive and 

otherwise unconstitutional taxation, making laws that 

interfere in every aspect of our lives. Early in our nation’s 

history, our parents only worked on their own property 

to provide for their rather large families. Later, it required 

at least one parent to work off-property to provide for 

their much smaller family. Then, both parents must work 

off-property to provide for their even smaller family. It 

keeps getting worse the longer we continue to do nothing 

to stop our government officials. 

 

The next grievance: 
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“He is at this time transporting large Armies of 

foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of 

death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with 

circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 

paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 

unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.” 

Large bodies of armed and drug-loaded illegal immigrants 

enter our country, being encouraged via the “dream act” 

and other forms of amnesty for allowing many foreigners 

who unlawfully enter our nation and unlawfully stay in 

our nation, completely trashing our Rule of Law. This 

paves the way for our government to create more 

unconstitutional laws to interfere with our lives. 

Many refugees openly declare, “Death to America!” 

Depending on the reports, many refugees and others 

receiving amnesty go unverified as to terrorism or other 

criminal connections. 

 

Next: 

“He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 

Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 

Country, to become the executioners of their friends 

and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.”  

Our governments pass laws requiring citizens to enforce 

unjust laws against friends and family out of the fear that 

their government will penalize them for not enforcing 

such unjust laws on each other. 

 

Next, the grievance: 
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“He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, 

and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of 

our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose 

known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 

destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.” 

A couple months ago (the first week and a half in 

November 2016); in a discussion someone claimed that 

the grievance called “all Indians savages”. Comments 

such as this should be unchallenged. So I did.  

It only claims that only those savage Indians, those 

mercenary Indians were used. It does not claim that all 

Indians are savage or mercenary.  

Government officials pit our various classes of people 

against each other: The rich, middle, and poor; religions; 

sexes; races and cultures; employers and employees; 

businesses and customers; doctors, patients, and 

insurance companies; and the list grows when our 

governments encourage and accomplish such domestic 

unrest by unevenly protecting the rights of one class of 

citizen over another. 

End list of grievances. 

Unfit Rulers 

The next paragraph of The unanimous Declaration: 

 “In every stage of these Oppressions We have 

Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 

Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by 

repeated injury.  A Prince whose character is thus 

marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
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unfit to be the ruler of a free people.” 

Our courts, our newspapers, and our legislative offices fill 

with our petitions, frequently answered with increased 

injury via more oppressive and restrictive laws and 

increased taxation. 

Petition as defined from 1756:  

“1. Request; entreaty; supplication; prayer.”  

Supplication, defines as:  

“1. Petition humbly delivered; entreaty.” 

 Entreaty is then defined as:  

“Petition; prayer; solicitation.”  

Request: “1. Petition; entreaty. 2, Demand; repute; 

credit; state of being desired.” 

This entire contract (The unanimous Declaration of the 

united States of America) is the Patriots’ Guide for 

Squashing Tyranny —more so at home than on foreign 

soil (but is excellent for other countries to adapt as a 

guide for themselves). It is a step-by-step guide for what 

to do when our governments are no longer fit to rule free 

people. –That is, if we are in fact—FREE people. 

When our governments insist on violating our 

Constitutional Rule of Law, it is our right—it is our Duty to 

alter, abolish, even throw off that corruption and start 

over. We can only accomplish this task by circulating 

ballot-petitions among ourselves—members of the 

Sovereign Authority, voting to carry out a specific 

objective. 
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Our Nation’s Foreign Policy and War 

Policy 

The unanimous Declaration continues with: 

“Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our 

British brethren. We have warned them from time 

to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 

unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 

reminded them of the circumstances of our 

emigration and settlement here. We have appealed 

to their native justice and magnanimity, and we 

have conjured them by the ties of our common 

kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 

inevitably interrupt our connections and 

correspondence. They too have been deaf to the 

voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, 

therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which 

denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we 

hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 

Friends.” 

The last twelve words of this paragraph details 

completely our nation’s Foreign Policy: “We hold the rest 

of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.” 

Those twelve words, along with, "That to secure [our] 

rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 

their just powers from the Consent of the Governed" 

detail our nation's war policy, which is 100% DEFENSIVE. 

We do not personally possess a moral right to attack each 

other without a just reason. We cannot grant to our 

government the powers to attack each other for us, 

unless we possess that just, honorable, and moral reason. 
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Simply because we possess intelligence that someone 

might be preparing to attack us, that information does 

not give to us the right to preemptive strike. Information 

allows us to prepare for such an attack—just in case it 

happens. 

A preemptive strike makes the person striking g first look 

like the aggressor, making the one attacked preemptively 

look like the victim.  

If our government officials would remember our nation’s 

twelve word foreign and war policy, we might not have 

entered and fought in nearly as many unjust wars. 

Representatives 

We dissect The unanimous Declaration’s last paragraph 

into three parts: 

“We, therefore, the Representatives  of the united 

States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 

the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and 

by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,  

solemnly publish and declare...." 

Voters are constituents, which also is the case in The 

Articles of Confederation. The definition for constituent 

from 1756:  

“Constituent. “3. He that deputes another.”  

“To Depute. “To send with special commission; to 

empower to transact instead of another.” 

From 1756, the definition for representative: 
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“REPRESENTATIVE. 1, One exhibiting the likeness of 

another. 2. One exercising the vicarious power 

given by another.” 

Nothing about those definitions empowers the elected 

official—the Representative for those constituents—to 

do for us as the representative thinks best for us. It 

demands that the representative does only that which 

their constituents granted to them to do via the 

respective constitution first, then through the polls later. 

It requires the representatives poll their constituents to 

find out how the constituents want their representative 

to vote in Congress.  

The start of that last paragraph summarizes our 

Representatives’ maximum political power. The authority 

they receive now comes solely from our lawfully ratified 

constitutions; they do not obtain any other mandate from 

the people based on any campaign promises that might 

get them elected, unless the people honorably ratify 

those promises into the Constitution. 

Free and Independent States 

In the middle part of the last paragraph, it refers to the 

Free and Independent States: 

“...That these united Colonies are, and of Right 

ought to be Free and Independent States; that they 

are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political connection between 

them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to 

be totally dissolved; and that as Free and 

Independent States, they have full Power to levy 
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War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things 

which Independent States may of right do...." 

The Free and Independent States part never changes. The 

Articles of Confederation specifically uses the words. In 

The Constitution, although the words do not specifically 

appear, the definition certainly does with the inclusions 

of Article 5 and Amendment 10. 

With respect to the powers of the States to secede from 

the union, the Constitution simply prohibits specific 

means of secession—while all other methods are 

acceptable. If The Constitution intended to prohibit all 

modes of secession, it would simply declare that the 

States are prohibited from seceding from the union. Such 

a declaration would nullify the sovereignty of the States 

over the federal government and effectively abolish 

Article 5. 

All legal ties, as there are no more political connections 

between Great Britain and that of the united States of 

America, regardless of any appearance of similarity that 

may carry over into our new forms of government and 

the powers granted to them—those appearances are just 

that, nothing more. There is no connection. 

At this point, no powers are delegated to our nation’s 

government—because it does not yet exist. The Articles 

of Confederation details our nation’s first Form of 

Government. The delegation of certain powers to our 

nation’s government does not negate any independence 

or take any freedom or sovereignty from any of the 

States. 
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In addition, the States do not automatically possess any 

powers not prohibited to them by the Constitution, 

unless all three elements for granting powers are 

satisfied. One: Does the power equally protect all of the 

rights of all humans? Two: May individual citizens rightly 

exercise the powers in question without unjustly 

infringing upon other’s rights? Three: Did the majority of 

the total body of registered voters of each State actually 

grant those powers to their respective State? 

If any one of those three elements are missing, the 

people retain those rights. 

The Sovereign Body’s Pledge 

The unanimous Declaration concludes with: 

“...And for the support of this Declaration, with a 

firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, 

we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor.” 

 

Reworded for clarity: 

For the support of The unanimous Declaration of the 

united States of America, 1776, with a firm reliance on 

the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge 

to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 

Honor. 

 

This pledge is a pledge by and among the people, 

specifically the body of registered voters. —As the 

Supreme Authority over our government, the registered 
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voters become responsible for controlling our 

government officials— so that we can stop every would-

be tyrant and every would-be despot from destroying our 

lives and the lives of our neighbors. This pledge is for the 

defense of our neighbors’ rights—protecting our rights at 

the same time. 

This pledge differs from our popularized Pledge of 

Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance pledges allegiance to 

the nation’s Government—The Republic Form of 

Government (reference The Constitution, Article 4, 

Section 4.)  

The Sovereigns’ Pledge does not pledge any allegiance to 

the government; but in our constitutions we demand that 

our government officials pledge their allegiance to us the 

Sovereign Authority that authorizes and ratifies our 

Supreme Law of the Land, which at present, is The 

Constitution for the United States of America. 

The Sovereigns’ Pledge is of the governed, by the 

governed, and for the preservation of the governed 

peoples’ rights—our rights. 

[Contract Ends, Signatures Excluded] 
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Highlights from the Constitutions 

The four subsection and their respective parts that follow 

hit the highlights of the various ratified contracts that are 

our nation’s By-Laws; they include The Articles of 

Confederation, The Definitive Treaty for Peace, The 

Constitution for the United States of America, as well as 

The Constitution for the Confederate States of America 

(The Confederate Constitution).  

While on a topic in an earlier contract, and where the 

same topic is appears in a later contract, we combine the 

content from those contracts into the earlier contract’s 

discussion. In doing this, we save time and space by not 

re-discussing the same topic. 

The full text for each of these contracts, as well as for The 

unanimous Declaration appears in the Appendix. 

From The Articles of Confederation 

Naming our nation’s government 

Article 1 of The Articles of Confederation:  

“The Stile of this confederacy shall be, “The United 

States of America.” ”  

The Confederacy just created with The Articles of 

Confederation is not that of the nation. The nation was 

created with The unanimous Declaration of the united 

States of America. This contract creates the managing 

body, the government. Therefore, this article names the 
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nation’s government—it does not name or rename the 

nation. 

State Sovereignty Retained 

From Article 2 of The Articles of Confederation:  

“Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and 

independence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and 

right, which is not by this confederation expressly 

delegated to the United States, in Congress 

assembled.” 

The state sovereignty, freedom and independence carry 

forward into The Constitution in its Article 5 (the 

amendment article) whereby the states may lawfully alter 

the powers of our nation’s government. We also see this 

sovereignty, freedom and independence of the states 

reflected in Amendment 10. It’s too bad that it was not as 

clearly written into The Constitution as it is in The Articles 

of Confederation. 

Nation’s Government as Manager, Not Controller 

The Articles of Confederation, Article 5, Paragraph 1:  

“For the more convenient management of the 

general interests of the united states, delegates 

shall be annually appointed in such manner as the 

legislature of each state shall direct, to meet in 

Congress on the first Monday in November, in every 

year, with a power reserved to each state to recall 

its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the 

year, and to send others in their stead, for the 

remainder of the Year” 
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This creates the nation’s government to manage the 

general interests, the interests that are common among 

the united states (the union of states)—not to manage or 

control the states, but to manage their common or 

general interests. 

For the first time we see the word recall. Its definition 

exists in The unanimous Declaration with the power to 

alter, abolish, throw off the various government powers, 

which includes the removal of offending officials. This is a 

power and a right retained by the States under The 

Constitution, and by the people via The unanimous 

Declaration. The boss, the master, the owner always 

retains this right—this duty. 

Congressional Term Limits 

The Articles of Confederation Article 5, Paragraph 2:  

“No State shall be represented in Congress by less 

than two, nor by more than seven Members; and no 

person shall be capable of being delegate for more 

than three years, in any term of six years....” 

Notice the short term-limits imposed on congressional 

members. Though not restrictions on the number of 

terms a person may serve in Congress, they could only 

serve in Congress three years in any six consecutive years. 

This means that they won’t spend any of their time in 

office campaigning for re-election. They have the entire 

next three years to begin that campaign. Why didn’t they 

carried this forward into our present constitution? With 

several other seeming unimportant items, this just begins 

the paint strokes applied to a bigger picture. That picture 

reveals the massive political beast that has become our 
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corrupted governments. 

Presidential Term Limits 

The Articles of Confederation, Article 11, Paragraph 5:  

“The united States, in congress assembled, shall 

have authority. . . to appoint one of their number to 

preside; provided that no person be allowed to 

serve in the office of president more than one year 

in any term of three years;” 

Once again, we see short term-limits. Why do we not ask 

ourselves why they did not carry these short term-limits 

forward? 

Nation’s Court’s Term Limits 

The Articles of Confederation, Article 9, Paragraph 2: 

“The united states, in congress assembled, shall 

also be the last resort on appeal... Whenever the 

legislative or executive authority, or lawful agent of 

any state in controversy with another, shall present 

a petition to congress. . . and a day assigned for the 

appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, 

who shall then be directed to appoint, by joint 

consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a 

court for hearing and determining the matter in 

question: but if they cannot agree, congress shall 

name three persons out of each of the united 

states, and from the list of such persons each party 

shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners 

beginning, until the number shall be reduced to 

thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, 
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nor more than nine names, as congress shall direct, 

shall, in the presence of congress, be drawn out by 

lot, and the persons whose names shall be so 

drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners 

or judges, to hear and finally determine the 

controversy, so always as a major part of the 

judges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the 

determination. . . and if any of the parties shall 

refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to 

appear or defend their claim or cause, the court 

shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, 

or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and 

decisive. . . .” 

This is as impartial a selection of judges for our nation’s 

court as can be expected. This is a far superior method 

than that of a given political party selecting the judges.  

These judges under The Articles of Confederation did not 

continue to serve, but are selected as needed and then 

dismissed. 

The Constitution’s Validity 

The Articles of Confederation, Article 6, Paragraph 2:  

“No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, 

confederation, or alliance whatever between them, 

without the consent of the united states, in 

congress assembled, specifying accurately the 

purposes for which the same is to be entered into, 

and how long it shall continue.” 

Treaty, Compact, Confederation, Alliance, League, 

Confederacy, and To Confederate are defined from 1756: 
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 “Treaty.  2. A Compact of accomodation relating to 

publick affairs.” 

“Compact. A contract; an accord; an agreement.” 

“Confederation. League; alliance.” 

“Alliance. A state of connection with another by 

confederacy, a league.” 

“League. A confederacy; a combination.” 

“Confederacy. League, union, engagement.” 

“To Confederate. To join in a league; to unite.” 

The Constitution, by definition of that time, certainly 

qualifies as a treaty, a confederation, and/or an alliance 

among those States signing it. Therefore, The Constitution 

must specify accurately the purposes for which the States 

entered into it and how long it shall continue.  

Does The Constitution specify accurately the purposes for 

which the States entered into it and how long it shall 

continue? 

As to the purpose, we may confirm that it does specify its 

purpose with its Preamble.  

With respect to how long it shall continue, this aspect is 

questionable at best. One might claim that the phrase 

within the Preamble that states, “[S]ecure the Blessings 

of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity”, might fill that 

requirement as to specifying how long it shall continue. 

As such, that claim violates The unanimous Declaration in 

that each generation possesses the right and duty to 

alter, abolish, and/or throw off those corrupted forms of 

Government; The Constitution becoming one of those 

forms corrupted by our government officials. 
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Does the phrase, “to ourselves and our posterity” specify 

accurately how long? Accurately, defined from 1756 as: 

“Accurately. Exactly, without errour, nicely.” 

Additionally, The Constitution’s ratification article, Article 

7, states: 

“The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, 

shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this 

Constitution between the States so ratifying the 

Same.” 

Does either of those two phrases from The Constitution 

specify accurately how long that constitutional alliance 

shall continue? 

Neither of them satisfies the requirement of –specifying 

accurately. 

The “to ourselves and our posterity” does hint at such a 

duration but one generation cannot honorably bind their 

posterity to a contract. Only the posterity possess the 

right to renew that contract if they so desire. Therefore, 

The Constitution does not pass the test of “specifying 

accurately” its duration. 

While on this topic of whether they honorably ratified 

The Constitution, The Articles of Confederation contains 

one other possible mode by which The Constitution may 

become lawfully enforceable. 

The other location from The Articles of Confederation for 

examination at this time concerns when The Constitution 

lawfully became enforceable.  

The Articles of Confederation, Article 13 states: 

“Every State shall abide by the determinations of 
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the united states, in congress assembled, on all 

questions which by this confederation are 

submitted to them. And the Articles of this 

confederation shall be inviolably observed by every 

state, and the union shall be perpetual; nor shall 

any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any 

of them, unless such alteration be agreed to in a 

congress of the united states, and be afterwards 

con-firmed by the legislatures of every state.” 

This requires that every state in the union must ratify any 

alteration to The Articles of Confederation. 

We must define alteration, or to alter. 

“Alteration. 1. The act of altering or changing. 2. 

The change made.” 

 “To Alter. v.a. To change; to make otherwise than 

it is.” 

“To Alter. v.n. To become otherwise than it was.” 

The complete replacement or rewriting of The Articles of 

Confederation is about the largest alteration or change 

made from the way something was. The Constitution 

cannot lawfully become enforceable until all of the States 

that are members of the united States have ratified the 

new constitution. This did not happen until about 1790 

when the 13th of 13 States finally ratified The Constitution 

before the 14th State joins the union. After that point, 

every new State admitted into the union joins as an equal 

to all the other States with The unanimous Declaration, 

but also an equal with every State with respect to The 

Constitution. 
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Keep and Bear Arms 

In The Articles of Confederation, Article 6, we find an 

interesting phrase that helps us better comprehend The 

Constitution’s Amendment 2. It has to deal with the 

militia as well as who can keep and where they can keep 

those militia/military weapons. 

From The Articles of Confederation, Article 6, Paragraph 

4, it states: 

“[B]ut every state shall always keep up a well 

regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed 

and accoutred, and shall provide and constantly 

have ready for use, in public stores, a due number 

of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of 

arms, ammunition, and camp equipage.” 

First, let’s define accoutred as meant in 1756: 

“Accoutre. To dress; to equip.” 

At that time, the State possesses the duty to keep militia 

arms in a public store (an armory). The States also must 

dress and equip the militia members. 

Let’s conduct a Logic Test. 

If your country keeps its military/militia weapons in a 

public store (an armory), where do you suppose your 

enemy will attack and seize first for their use against you? 

Correct! 

They will attack and try to seize the store of military 

weapons, leaving your country practically defenseless. 

The Constitution, Amendment 2 proves they recognized 

their error and corrected it as best they could.  
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While on this topic, we just as well hear from The 

Constitution, Article 1, Section 8, 3rd from last Paragraph, 

Congress shall have the power: 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, 

the Militia....” 

When compared with The Articles of Confederation, The 

Constitution, Amendment 2 we find that the weapons in 

Amendment 2, by definition not only include military 

weapons, but all offensive weapons and defensive armor. 

Congress is supposed to provide for arming the militia 

personnel with the military weapons upon which the 

militia member properly train. The militia members 

possess the right to personally keep and bear those 

weapons. 

However, Amendment 2 goes beyond the militia. Though 

Congress is not required to arm non-militia members of 

our country, Amendment 2 prohibits all our governments 

from infringing upon the rights of the non-militias citizens 

to keep and bear the same types of military weapons. 

Amendment 2 states:  

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the 

security of a free State, the right of the people to 

keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 

The arms referred to in Amendment 2 are those of the 

military, militia, personal defense, or any other arms 

imaginable. This is not about hunting or personal defense 

weapons. These are war weapons, some of which 

suitable serve as hunting and personal defense purposes. 

Let’s define arms from 1785. 
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“Arms. 1. Weapons of offense or armor of defense.” 

Keep an eye on the change in the entities referenced in 

Amendment 2. It starts out with the militia, ending with 

the people. Certainly, the militia members are people; 

but not all people are part of a militia. 

 In paraphrase format: A well-regulated militia is 

necessary to keep the people, within a State, free and 

secure. Our governments shall not infringe the right of 

the people, whether they are militia members or not, to 

keep and bear arms—because it makes every house a 

potential armory. This makes it difficult for our enemies 

to attack our nation successfully. 

Indian Affairs and Commerce 

The Articles of Confederation, Article 9, Paragraph 4: 

“The united states, in congress assembled, shall 

also have the sole and exclusive right and power . . . 

regulating the trade and managing all affairs with 

the Indians, not members of any of the states;” 

Under The Constitution, Congress possesses only the 

power to regulate commerce with the Indians: 

“To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and 

among the several States, and with the Indian 

Tribes;” 

Congress no longer rightly possesses the power to 

manage all affairs with the Indians. Congress may only 

regulate the trade/commerce with the Indian Tribes in 

similar manner as they may regulate commerce with 

foreign Nations.  
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The Constitution does not grant power to Congress to 

regulate Indian commerce with other Indian tribes or 

Indian nations. It also does not grant to Congress any 

power to regulate trade between Indians and foreign 

governments. 

From The Definitive Treaty for Peace, 

1783 

This Treaty is important to know about because it is the 

proof that the political powers between Great Britain and 

the united States of America are successfully dissolved 

and that the united States of America successfully 

defended The unanimous Declaration of the united States 

of America. 

As commercial corporations must often defend their 

lawful existence in courts of law, new countries and new 

nations must often defend their right to exist as Free, 

Sovereign, and Independent entities through war. 

From The Constitution for the United 

States of America 

The Constitution does not grant any rights to the people. 

The Constitution’s primary purpose is to regulate our 

government’s powers, by adding, removing, or amending 

the powers that our governments exercise.  

 Nation’s Government vs. State Governments 

The Constitution, aside from reminding us what powers 

our government may honorably exercise; in Amendment 
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10 it states: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by 

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 

are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

people.” 

The Constitution expressly grants powers to the nation’s 

government and expressly prohibits powers to the States’ 

governments. A third element with respect to the rights 

of the people, The Constitution may also name certain 

rights that the people expressly forfeit or expressly 

authorize government’s limited access. Amendments 6 

and 13 identify two such rights. 

Via Amendment 6, in all criminal prosecutions, the people 

forfeited their right to waive their right to a speedy, 

public trial by an impartial jury. With Amendment 13, the 

people forfeited their right to uses slaves and involuntary 

servants for any purpose other than to punish criminal 

activity—so long as the Judicial Branch properly convicts 

the individual in accord with The Supreme Law of the 

Land.  

While discussing expressly prohibited powers, the list of 

grievances in The unanimous Declaration of the United 

States of America contain powers prohibited to all our 

government officials. Those powers, when exercised by a 

government, mark that government official as a tyrant. 

Why would we allow our governments to exercise those 

powers if we are getting away from tyranny? Those 

grievances are powers that the people, as the governed, 

cannot rightly grant to any of our governments—

regardless of whether or not 100% of the population 

wants to grant such power to their government. 
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All Legislative Powers 

The Constitution, Article 1, Section 1: 

“All legislative Powers herein granted shall be 

vested in a Congress of the United States, which 

shall consist of a Senate and House of 

Representatives.” 

When read in connection with Amendment 10, which 

states: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by 

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 

are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

people.” 

This prohibits the President from writing Executive 

Orders that act as laws to regulate the action of the 

citizens. It also prohibits the Courts from using 

Precedence and Judicial Review when deciding cases, 

because such acts are legislative powers and granted by 

The Constitution to either the Executive Branch or the 

Judicial Branch. 

Taxation 

The Constitution, Article 1, Section 7, Clause 1: 

“All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the 

House of Representatives;” 

This attempts to address the grievance in The unanimous 

Declaration that tells us that tyrants will tax the people 

without their consent. It also tells us that The unanimous 

Declaration requires that our Representatives obtain the 

consent from the majority of the total number of 
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registered voters in their respective political  district. The 

definition for Representative carries forward into the 

Constitution from The unanimous Declaration—because 

it is first used in 1776 with The unanimous Declaration. 

 “REPRESENTATIVE. 2. One exercising the vicarious 

power given by another.” 

Vicarious from 1756: 

“VICARIOUS.  Deputed; delegated; acting in the 

place of another.” 

“To DEPUTE, To send with a special commission; to 

empower one to transact instead of another.” 

The introduction for the meaning of Representative in 

context to our government officials remains the same 

today as it did in 1776 and 1785 because none of the 

ratified contracts altered its definition.  

Our representatives are to act on our behalf as the 

majority of their total body of registered voter 

constituents direct them—not as the representative 

believes is best for their constituents; and not as the 

majority of some smaller portion of that represented 

body might indicate. 

Actions by the representative, as the representative 

thinks best are not binding on the constituents if the 

powers granted to that representative do not extend to 

that point. The majority vote of a tiny percentage of the 

registered voters or other non-registered voter citizens 

also is not enough to empower a representative to take a 

certain action. 

The source of the Sovereign Authority that creates our 
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forms of governments and empowers them toward 

certain objectives comes directly from the majority of the 

total body of registered voters via The Constitution.  

Income Tax is discussed later in its own section. 

Enumeration vs. Census 

The Constitution, Article 1, Section 9, Clause 4, states: 

“No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, 

unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration 

herein before directed to be taken.” 

This does not grant to Congress the power to do a Census 

or an Enumeration; as such, The Constitution already 

granted the power to conduct either a census or an 

enumeration—but not both.  

Of the two, which power does The Constitution actually 

grant? 

Article 1, Section 2, Paragraph 3, states: 

“The actual Enumeration shall be made within 

three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress 

of the United States, and within every subsequent 

Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by 

Law direct.” 

This allows Congress to dictate the manner of doing the 

enumeration—not the type of information that the 

enumeration may gathered when conducted. 

How do census and enumeration differ? 

“Enumeration (1785). The act of numbering or 

counting over, number told out.” 
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“Census (not either the 1785 or 1756 dictionaries; 

but the 1828 defines it as). In ancient Rome, an 

authentic declaration made before the censors, by 

the citizens, of their names and places of abode. 

This declaration was registered, and contained an 

enumeration of all their lands and estates, their 

quantity and quality, with the wives, children, 

domestics, tenants, and slaves of each citizen. 

Hence the word signifies this enumeration or 

register, a man's whole substance, and the tax 

imposed according to each man's property.  

“2. In the United States of America, an enumeration 

of the inhabitants of all the States, taken by order 

of the Congress, to furnish the rule of apportioning 

the representation among the States, and the 

number of representatives to which each State is 

entitled in the Congress; also, an enumeration of 

the inhabitants of a State, taken by order of its 

legislature.” 

The grant of power from the Constitution allows for an –

enumeration—not a census. The 1828 definition #1 

unjustly amends the Constitution as it claims a census is 

an enumeration. In defense of the 1828 definition #2—it 

upholds The Constitution’s grant of power. 

The term enumeration restricts the type of information 

Congress may rightly gather. Congress only can gather 

the number of actual registered voters, as it is the voters 

that members of Congress lawfully represent. Non-

registered-voter citizens do not select government 

officials or vote on proposed laws or grants of power to 

government. 
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Amendment 14 details what information Congress may 

collected in the enumeration. Amendment 14, which 

alters Article 1, Section 2, Paragraph 3, states: 

“Representatives shall be apportioned among the 

several States according to their respective 

numbers, counting the whole number of persons in 

each State, excluding Indians not taxed.” 

Congress unconstitutionally amended The Constitution by 

using definitions, such the 1828 #1 definition, created 

after the grant of power that includes gathering much 

more detailed information not included in the 1785 

common use dictionary definition for enumeration or the 

Amendment 14 criteria, which overrules common-use 

dictionaries. Amendment 14 actually specifies the only 

information that an enumeration may collect: “counting 

the whole number of person in each State, excluding 

Indians not taxed.” 

Amendment 14 does not authorize Congress to collect 

names, addresses, list of possessions, or any other 

information other than the count of whole persons 

within each political jurisdiction. 

How do the 1756 and 1785 common-use dictionaries 

define enumeration? 

From 1756 “The act of numbering or counting 

over.”  

From 1785 “The act of numbering or counting over; 

number told out.” 

We can see how the common-use definition for 

enumeration in 1828 changed unlawfully to allow 

Congress unconstitutionally to invade our privacy so they 
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can unjustly tax us even more. 

Hopefully, this demonstrates the critical importance of 

knowing what definitions existed at the time, and just 

prior to the ratification date. When we unwittingly rely 

upon modern definitions, we carelessly subject ourselves 

unjust political powers. 

Treason 

From The Constitution, Article 3, Section 3, 

“Treason against the United States shall consist 

only in levying War against them, or in adhering to 

their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No 

Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the 

Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, 

or on Confession in open Court.” 

Since The Constitution specifically defines treason, the 

common-use dictionary definitions are of little help.  

However, The Constitution does not define what war is so 

we revert to 1785 to define war. 

WAR: “1. War may be defined the exercise of 

violence under sovereign command against 

withstanders; force, authority, and resistance, 

being the essential parts thereof. Violence, limited 

by authority, is sufficiently distinguished from 

robbery, and the like outrages; yet, consisting in 

relation towards others, it necessarily requires a 

supposition of resistance, whereby the force of war 

become different from the violence inflicted upon 

slaves or yielding malefactors. 

“3. Forces; army. 
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“5. Hostility; state of opposition; act of opposition.”  

“MALEFACTOR: An offender against law; a criminal; 

a guilty person.” 

The “Patriot Act” and “Affordable Care Act” are acts of 

war against the citizens, who are—The State, because 

they use force and arms against people who oppose 

those unjust and unconstitutional powers of government. 

Other examples include the “war on drugs”, the “war on 

illiteracy”, the “war against civil assets”, just to name a 

few. 

The Republic vs. The Democracy 

The Constitution, Article 4, Section 4, tells us; 

“The United States shall guarantee to every State in 

this Union a Republican Form of Government,” 

Our nation’s government is the Republic to which people 

pledge their allegiance when reciting the congressionally 

adopted Pledge of Allegiance, which states that the 

person reciting it pledges their:  

Allegiance to the flag of The United States of 

America, and the Republican form of government 

for which it stands.... 

With the 1756 definition for Democracy, The unanimous 

Declaration defines our nation as a Democracy when it 

tells us that our governments derive their just powers 

from the consent of the governed. 

1756 “Democracy: One of the three forms of 

government; that in which the sovereign power is 

lodged in the body of the people.” 
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States’ Sovereignty over the Nation’s Government 

The Constitution, Article 5, tells us that the States, at least 

three-fourths of them, when unified for the purpose, hold 

a level of delegated sovereign power over our nation’s 

government. They hold this power through the 

amendment process. Three-fourths of the States, when 

unified, may increase, decrease, and abolish specific 

powers for our nation’s government. The States can even 

totally re-form our nation’s form of government by 

ratifying a new constitution to remedy the numerous 

political ill that took root within our nation’s government. 

Settling Our Nation’s Debt 

The Constitution, Article 6, demonstrates how the states 

or the people might lawfully eliminate over 80% of our 

nation’s debt, as The Constitution does not authorize 

most of that debt. Consider this phrase from Article 6: 

“All Debts contracted and Engagements entered 

into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall 

be as valid against the United States under this 

Constitution, as under the Confederation.” 

Under a new constitution, if the debt was not valid under 

The Constitution for the United States of America, the 

citizens are not lawfully obligated to honor that debt. 

That creditors may lawfully collected the debt from those 

representatives who authorized it in violation of The 

Constitution. The entities loaning money to our nation’s 

government are responsible for their losses as well, 

because they contracted with parties that did not possess 

the lawful authority to enter into such debt. The people 

can demand restitution from those representatives and 
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the people with whom they contracted unlawfully. 

The Constitution’s Ratification 

The Constitution, Article 7, as discovered earlier from The 

Articles of Confederation, The Constitution was not 

lawfully in force in 1787. 

Lawfully, the ratification date for The Constitution was 

not until the thirteenth of thirteen States ratified The 

Constitution in 1790. 

About the Right of Expression 

The Constitution, Amendment 1, is a prohibition only 

against Congress, not the States, not the counties, and 

not the cities or towns:  

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.” 

No place does it mention the word expression. The 

Constitution does not grant to our nation’s government 

much power with respect to regulating expression. 

Amendment 13 is an exception, as crime is a form of 

expression. 

The 1756 definition for expression: 

“Expression. 1. The act or power of representing 

any thing.  2. The form or cast of language in which 

any thoughts are uttered. 3. A phrase; a mode of 
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speech. 4. The act of squeezing or forcing” 

From 1785: 

“EXPRESSION: 1. The act or power of representing 

any thing. 2. The form or mode of language in 

which any thoughts are uttered. 3. A phrase; a 

mode of speech. 4. The act of squeezing or forcing 

out any thing by a press.” 

Little difference exists between the 1756 and the 1785 

definitions. 

The amendment uses the words, speech, and press, 

which specifies only two forms of expression—the verbal 

and the written. It does not broadly include any other 

action-type expressions 

Speech, defined: 

SPEECH: “1 . The power of articulate utterance; the 

power of expressing thoughts by vocal words. 2. 

Language; words considered as expressing 

thoughts. 3. Particular language, as distinct from 

others. 4. Any thing spoken. 5. Talk; mention. 6. 

Oration; harangue. 7. Declaration of thoughts.” 

Expressions include burning a flag, damaging property, 

and the likes that are not included in the definition for 

speech.  

Due Process: Part 1: Searches and Warrants: 

Amendment 4 

The Constitution, Amendment 4, as with Amendment 2, 

include futuristic items such the likes of computers and 

atomic weapons. We know this via the 1785 definition for 
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effects. 

Amendment 4 states: 

“The right of the people to be secure in their 

persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 

violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 

probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, 

and particularly describing the place to be 

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 

Effects, defined: 

“Effect. 7. [In the plural.] Goods; movables.” 

“Goods. 1. Moveables in a house. 2. Personal or 

movable estate. 3. Wares; freight; merchandise.” 

“Movables. Goods; furniture: distinguished from 

real or immovable possessions, as lands or houses.” 

Your computer, personal and business vehicles are all 

movables, as well as business freight, and the business 

property itself is protected by the fact that immovables 

are also listed as protected, such as houses. 

Searches and warrants:  

All searches must be reasonable. This means that the 

search cannot destroy property without just cause. 

“Reasonable. 1. Having the faculty of reason; 

endued with reason. 2. Acting; speaking, or thinking 

rationally. 3. Just; rational; agreeable to reason. 4. 

Not immoderate. Tolerable; being in mediocrity.” 

“Reason. 1. The power by which man deduces one 

proposition from another, or proceeds from 
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premises to consequences; the rational faculty; 

discursive power. 11. Moderation; moderate 

demands.” 

“Moderation. 1. Forbearance of extremity; the 

contrary temper to party violence; states of keeping 

a due mean betwixt extremes. 2. Calmness of mind; 

equanimity.” 

The amendment deals with the reasonableness of 

searches. Then it states that warrants are necessary and 

obtainable only with probable cause.  

Probable cause is not sufficient to do a search without a 

warrant. Probable cause is only sufficient to get a warrant 

to do the reasonable search. A witness who has seen the 

item or person at a given location is necessary for 

probable cause to exist.  The warrant must specifically 

describe the person or place to be searched and or 

seized. 

Searches without a warrant violate Amendment 4. 

Due Process: Part 2: Self-incrimination: Amendment 

5 

The Constitution, Amendment 5, among other elements, 

prohibits trying a person in separate criminal and non-

criminal trials for the same offense. This amendment 

does not refer to death penalties. Life also includes 

imprisonment.  

Amendment 5 states: 

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment 

or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases 
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arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, 

when in actual service in time of War or public 

danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 

same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 

limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to 

be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 

shall private property be taken for public use, 

without just compensation.” 

“Witness. Testimony.” 

“Testimony. Evidence given; proof by witness.” 

Amendment 5 also prohibits obtaining a warrant to force 

an accused person to surrender DNA, fingerprints, or 

other bodily fluids. The government must consider the 

accused person as a witness to the crime; a Key Witness, 

in that the government accusations are that this witness 

is the person who committed the crime. Therefore, the 

government cannot force this witness, even by warrant, 

to surrender anything from their body (words, actions, 

fluids, solids, or gases, etc.) as all of that requires the 

person to bodily confess. 

The last phrase of Amendment 5 does not refer to the 

often-referenced political power of Eminent Domain. This 

taking of property must be in connection with some 

capital or otherwise infamous crime that introduces 

Amendment 5.  

Re-quoting Amendment 5: 

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment 

or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases 
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arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, 

when in actual service in time of War or public 

danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 

same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 

limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to 

be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 

shall private property be taken for public use, 

without just compensation.” 

The most important element is whether this is separate 

elements of the same thought; or if it is, more than one 

completely different thought combined into one 

sentence. 

Amendment 5 contains only one end of sentence mark; a 

period (.); not a question mark (?); not an exclamation 

point (!) and not even a semi-colon (:). Therefore, it is 

only one sentence, no more.  

Are all its parts connected to the same thought or 

different thoughts combined into the same sentence? 

Does every part of Amendment 5 make sense on its own 

without the first clause: “No person shall be held to 

answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime”? This 

part can in fact stand alone as an independent sentence. 

However, when viewed from that perspective, it presents 

an entirely different thought than that if when combined 

with the rest of the sentence. Although not written that 

way; this part of Amendment 5 could be a complete 

thought on its own. 

The next segment: “unless on a presentment or 

indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the 
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land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 

service in time of War or public danger;” 

This segment is not a complete thought without the first 

segment. Together, these first two segments make a 

complete thought. The second part changes the meaning 

of the first part of the sentence when combined. The 

second part clarifies the first part and paints an entirely 

different thought. 

The first part, when considered alone, prohibits the 

government from holding anyone to answer for any 

capital or infamous crime. The second part, when added, 

requires the government to obtain an indictment from a 

Grand Jury.  

The next phrase: “nor shall any person be subject for the 

same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb;” 

Although it could form a complete thought, if rewritten; 

as written, it is a dependent thought. It too depends upon 

the first part of Amendment 5.  

The next clause has two clauses combined by a comma so 

we leave them together for now: “nor shall be compelled 

in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor 

be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law;” 

The same reasoning applies to this pair of clauses, 

individually and together, as stated for the previous 

clause. They are dependent upon and part of another 

longer sentence. 

The final clause is often mistaken for a grant of Eminent 

Domain Powers to government: “nor shall private 

property be taken for public use, without just 
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compensation.” 

Consider, for the same reasons as stated for the earlier 

clauses, this is not a standalone statement and is fully 

dependent upon the introductory clause, “No person 

shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 

of a Grand Jury,”.... The word nor is our clue to its 

dependence. Otherwise, if it were entirely separate from 

the previous parts, it would have left the word nor out at 

the start of the clause and simply stated that private 

property shall not be taken for public use, without just 

compensation. 

Due Process: Part 3: Criminal Prosecutions: 

Amendment 6 

The Constitution, Amendment 6 contains several distinct 

elements connected in a sentence, stating: 

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 

the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 

impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 

crime shall have been committed, which district 

shall have been previously ascertained by law, and 

to be informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 

against him; to have compulsory process for 

obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel for his defence.” 

The first part, “In all criminal prosecutions,” identifies this 

amendment’s application—all criminal prosecution; but 

on its own, this is not complete. 
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Before continuing, we, because of the  corruption in our 

government, must define criminal, prosecution, and law. 

“Criminal. Faulty; contrary to right; contrary to 

duty; contrary to law. 3. Not civil: as a criminal 

prosecution; the criminal law.” 

“Prosecution. 2. Suit against a man in a criminal 

cause.” 

“Law. 1. A rule of action. 2. A decree, edict, statute, 

or custom, publickly established as a rule of justice. 

3. A decree authoritatively annexing rewards or 

punishments to certain actions. 4. Judicial process. 

5. A distinct edict or rule.”  

By definition, when a person is accused of unlawfully 

spitting on the sidewalk, unlawful parking, unlawful 

speeding, unlawful loud noises, etc. in violation of a 

decree that carries a form of punishment; at the time the 

person is threatened with a penalty, the person is 

accused of a crime and the criminal prosecution begins. 

The next clause: 

“the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 

public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 

district wherein the crime shall have been 

committed,” 

This is a complete thought. The incomplete dependent 

clause before clarifies that specifically in all criminal 

prosecutions the accused person must be tried before an 

impartial jury in a public and timely manner. 

Is the word shall, as used here, mandatory (such as the 

right cannot be waived or denied) or voluntary (in that 
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the right can or may be waived)? Does the word speedy 

mean something closer to days, weeks, months, or years? 

Does the word public better describe a hearing cut off 

and away from the average citizens or more along the 

lines of a spectator sport with many seats available to the 

press and other citizens? Does the word impartial allow 

only one party of the case to pick and choose jurors or 

does it require all parties to participate in the pick and 

choosing of jurors? 

 “SHALL. 3. Thou shalt love. I command thee to love; 

it is permitted thee to love; [in poetry or solemn 

diction] it will be that thou must love.” 

Does the phrase “the accused shall enjoy” match 

definition #1? 

Yes.   

Solemn and Diction, as defined in 1785: 

 “Solemn. 3. Formal; 4. Striking with seriousness; 

sober; serious. 5. Grave; affectedly serious.” 

“Diction. style, language, expression”  

Yes! This definition certainly applies, as any criminal 

prosecution is a serious or formal occasion and The 

Constitution certainly is a serious expression of law. 

This amendment was written as a remedy against the 

grievance listed in The unanimous Declaration: “For 

depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by 

Jury”. 

As we see from the most applicable definition, the 

amendment prohibits the accused from waiving this right. 

It also denies to the courts the power to deny this right. 
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What about the word speedy? 

“Speedy. Quick; swift; nimble; quick of dispatch.” 

This certainly is in days; for certain, less than months; and 

definitely less than weeks. At the very least, when the 

person who is accused demands a speedy trial to be held 

within a given day (less than 7 days), or if even on the 

same day, the trial must be scheduled as close to that 

date as possible. 

At the time of accusation, the accuser declares that they 

possess enough evidence to obtain a guilty verdict. 

Public, defined as: 

“Public. 1. The general body of mankind, or of a 

state or nation; the people. 2. Open view; general 

notice.” 

This certainly does not allow closed-door hearings or 

trials; no matter what type of criminal prosecution. 

Impartial, defined as: 

“Impartial. Equitable; free from regard to party; 

indifferent; disinterested, equal in distribution of 

justice; just. It is used as well of action as persons: 

an impartial judge; an impartial sentence.” 

Is a judge truly impartial when in many instances, their 

pay depends on how many people they find guilty in their 

court or where the judge receives a percentage of fines 

paid into their court? 

We skip over the next phrase as self-explanatory: 

“which district shall have been previously 

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
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nature and cause of the accusation;” 

Amendment 6 continues with: 

“to be confronted with the witnesses against 

him;”... 

Any trial that does not allow the accused to confront a 

witness violates the constitution. 

Confront, means:  

“Confront. 1. To stand against another in the full 

view; face to face. 2. To stand face to face, in 

opposition to another. 3. To oppose one evidence to 

another in open court.” 

Amendment 6 continues: 

“to have compulsory process for obtaining 

witnesses in his favor,”... 

This puts the prosecution and the defense on equal 

grounds. Both parties can use tax dollars to collect 

evidence and obtain witnesses—thus equal protection. 

When the government has unlimited funds from which to 

prosecute, and the defendant may not have enough 

money to buy a coffee; how then is there equal 

protection under the law?  

Amendment 6 ends with: 

“and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his 

defence.” 

Counsel, defined as: 

“Counsel. 1. Advice; direction. 2. Consultation; 

interchange of opinions. 3. Deliberation; 

examination of consequences. ...7. Those that plead 
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a cause; the counsellors. This seems only an 

abbreviature usually in conversation. ” 

By definition, during a trial, the judge and the prosecutor 

can lawfully be used as Counsel, especially since they are 

supposed impartial and seeking the truth. They can 

provide procedural and commentary on the law. They do 

not, at present, because most judges are or were lawyers 

and hence, the conflict of interest that the judges have by 

taking away money from the lawyers. There is, or should 

not be any conflict with a judge or prosecutor providing 

correct answers to those who ask questions about the 

law or procedure. 

Due Process: Part 4: Non-Criminal Cases: 

Amendment 7 

The Constitution, Amendment 7 remains unaltered, same 

as with other amendments. Therefore, in all non-criminal 

cases where the value in question exceeds $25.00 

(twenty-five dollars), either party in the suit may request 

and receive trial by jury.  

Amendment 7: 

“In suits at common law, where the value in 

controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of 

trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by 

a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court 

of the United States, than according to the rules of 

the common law.” 

Amendment 7 does not allow for the use of inflation. The 

people of 1785 certainly saw the ever-decreasing value of 

their currency—even when the currency was gold and 



 
149 

silver. 

Due Process: Part 5: Cruel and Unusual Punishment: 

Amendments 8 and 13 

From The Constitution, Amendment 8, aside from 

prohibiting excessive fines, it also prohibits the use of 

cruel or unusual punishment. We must discuss 

Amendment 8 with Amendment 13. 

Amendment 8: 

“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 

fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 

inflicted.” 

Amendment 13 states: 

“Section. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary 

servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 

shall exist within the United States, or any place 

subject to their jurisdiction.”  

“Section. 2. Congress shall have the power to 

enforce with appropriate legislation.” 

Amendment 13, ratified decades later; authorizes the use 

of slavery and involuntary servitude solely for the 

punishment of crime, but it can only be lawfully used on 

those who have been duly convicted.  

What qualifies as slavery and involuntary servitude but 

does not qualify as either cruel or unusual punishment? 

The simple test as to whether or not a particular labor is 

either cruel or unusual is whether free citizens do that 

labor for hire or as a volunteer. So long as the law does 
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not honorably prohibit a given type of labor, that type of 

labor is available for the punishment of crime. The more 

severe the crime committed, the punishment may also be 

more severe. With slave and involuntary servitude, we 

address the number of hours and consecutive days a 

convicted person is forced to work. 

Many free people work as many as sixteen hours a day in 

one or two jobs, as well as working up to seven days a 

week; so too can duly convicted person be forced to work 

hard labor, even hazardous labor as many as sixteen 

hours a day and up to seven days each week. 

An important element about Amendment 13 is that it 

provides for the only mode or method for punishing 

crime because it amends by clarification the punishment 

for crime that Amendment 8 initially addresses.  

Amendment 13 prohibits charging fines as a punishment 

of crime. If we are all supposed equal under the law, 

monetary fines favor the wealthy over the poor. Slavery 

and involuntary servitude account for the fact that all us 

have the same 24 hours of a day and thus tend equally to 

affect the poor and the wealthy. 

Rights Retained by the People 

The Constitution, Amendment 9: 

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 

rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 

others retained by the people.”  

The people possess an uncounted number of rights, to 

which Amendment 9 verifies. Because the constitution 

names or numbers certain rights the people possess, The 
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Constitution authorizes the government partially to 

infringe upon some rights. Otherwise, our governments 

are –emphasis added— expressly prohibited from 

continuing to infringe upon certain rights that people 

already possessed. In the past, governments unjustly 

infringed upon those rights. Many amendments expressly 

prohibit government from exercising powers that 

infringed upon those rights. 

Amendment 9 works well in connection with Amendment 

10, next. 

National and State Political Powers 

The Constitution, Amendment 10: 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by 

the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 

are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

people.” 

If The Constitution does not specifically grant to our 

nation’s government the power to infringe upon any 

specific right that the people already possess, whether or 

not specifically listed in The Constitution; Amendment 10 

prohibits government from infringing on those rights. This 

also applies to the States, counties, as well as the cities 

and town governments.   

If the government, whatever the level or branch, cannot 

prove that the body of voters granted a specific power to 

that government office —The unanimous Declaration 

prohibits government from exercising that power. From 

The unanimous Declaration, “governments derive their 

just powers from the consent of the governed,” and all 
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that the phrase demands. 

Citizenship 

The Constitution, Amendment 14, Section 1:  

“All persons born or naturalized in the United 

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State 

wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce 

any law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 

any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law; nor deny to 

any person within its jurisdiction the equal 

protection of the laws.” 

This does not grant automatic citizenship to any person 

born on the soil of any of the united States of America 

when born from a foreign-citizen parent. 

Section 1 begins: 

“All persons born”   

This is rather vague at this point, but also quite specific. 

Dealing with citizenship, every citizen must first have 

been–born— whether on domestic soil or on foreign soil.  

Section 1 continues: 

“or naturalized in the United States”  

Naturalized tells us that there is a process by which 

foreign citizens may become citizens of any of the united 

States. This also tells us into what country or nation the 

individual desire citizenship. 
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Section 1 continues: 

“and subject to the jurisdiction therein” 

This is the key. Those born in the united State, especially 

those born to non-citizen mothers, the born child must 

be subject to the jurisdiction of The United States of 

America (the nation’s government). To be subject to the 

jurisdiction of The United States of America, the person 

must be old enough to enter into contractual 

agreements. This prohibits automatic citizenship for 

children born from foreign parents. It also prohibits, to a 

lesser degree, the automatic citizenship for children born 

from united States citizen parents.  

The children born to united States citizen parents need 

only remain in the united States of America after they 

turn eighteen to be considered adult citizens with all the 

rights of other adult citizens.  

This is not true of children of foreign citizen parents. 

These children must naturalize into the united States, 

because neither the child nor it foreign-citizen parents 

were subject to the political jurisdiction of The United 

States of America (our nation’s government). They, the 

parents and child, remain subject to the foreign political 

jurisdiction of the parent’s citizenship. 

In order for anyone to be “subject to the jurisdiction” of 

any political power, the individual must be of adult age. 

Not even the children of united States citizens are 

lawfully “subject to the jurisdiction” of The United States 

of America until they become of age to and choose to 

remain within the united States of America. 

Children are under the jurisdiction of their parents. We 
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see this with the naturalization of children of parents who 

choose to naturalize in the united States of America. The 

children, if the parents choose, may naturalize their 

children into united States citizenship as well. This 

demonstrates that the children, at birth, lawfully possess 

the citizenship of their parents. The soil upon which the 

children are born becomes irrelevant.  

Section 1 continues: 

“are citizens of the united States and of the State 

wherein they reside.”  

The Constitution does not authorize Congress to 

recognize dual-citizenship.  

The word State, in The Constitution, in every use of the 

word, refers to any of the states in the union. When 

referring to foreign countries, The Constitution uses 

words like, foreign State, foreign coin, foreign power, and 

foreign nations. Even in the Amendments, the word 

foreign precedes the word State, such as Amendment 11 

with foreign State. 

Based on consistency, Amendment 14, Section 1 does not 

authorize Congress to recognize dual citizenship with a 

foreign State. 

Section 1 continues: 

“No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 

abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of 

the united States; nor shall any State deprive any 

person of life, liberty, or property, without due 

process of law;”  

This requires our governments jump through specific 
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constitutional hoops before those governments may 

rightly take from any person anything. It is call due 

process of law, detailed earlier. 

Section 1 concludes: 

“nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws.” 

Equal protection of the laws applies to citizen and non-

citizen, whether the non-citizen in in the jurisdiction 

lawfully or not. That means that automatic deportation is 

unlawful unless an impartial jury finds the accused guilty 

as in accord with Amendment 6, as well as other criteria 

required by what is part of the Due Process of Law. 

Voting Rights (race, sex, age, tax) 

The next set of amendments deal with the voting rights of 

several classes of citizens. The Constitution, Amendment 

15 (race, color, conditions of servitude); Amendment 19 

(sex); Amendment 24 (taxes); Amendment 26 (age): 

Amendment 15, Section 1 states: 

“The right of citizens of the united States to vote 

shall not be denied or abridged by The United 

States or by any State on account of race, color, or 

previous condition of servitude.” 

This does not grant any rights. This is not era or time 

sensitive, in that it does not reference the people of any 

specific year or generation. This is not specific to the 

people who were slaves prior to or after the 1860’s war 

between The United States of America and The 

Confederated States of America. 
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The race and color parts are self-explanatory. We focus 

on previous condition of servitude. 

With Amendment 13 and its conditions of slavery and 

involuntary servitude for the punishment of crime; 

Amendment 15 follows Amendment 13; therefore, 

Amendment 15 clarifies the content of Amendment 13 as 

they cover the common topic of servitude. 

The rights of citizens who have entirely served their 

sentence for the crime for which a jury convicted them, 

the government can no longer infringe upon that 

person’s rights. We know this because The Constitution 

prohibits the government from infringing upon the free 

citizens’ rights because of previous conditions of 

servitude. We also know this because The Constitution 

does not grant to government the power to infringe upon 

the rights of free citizens previously convicted, once they 

completely served their punishment; see Amendment 10 

as proof and search The Constitution to see if it grants 

such powers. If it does, this Amendment reverses that 

grant of power, so long as that grant took place before 

this Amendment. 

Amendment 19: 

“The right of citizens of the united States to vote 

shall not be denied or abridged by The United 

States or by any State on account of sex.” 

This does not grant any rights. It denies to government 

the power to keep on infringing upon this right. 

Amendment 24, Section 1: 

“Section. 1. The right of citizens of the united States 

to vote in any primary or other election for 
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President or Vice President, for electors for 

President or Vice President, or for Senator or 

Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or 

abridged by The United States or any State by 

reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.” 

If you refuse to pay the authorized income tax or 

especially if you refuse to pay the unauthorized wage tax, 

none of the government levels may rightly prohibit you 

from voting. 

Although this amendment, along with the others 

discussed about voting, do not merely cover just voting 

rights but all rights, unless the Constitution specifically 

grants to government powers to infringe into a specific 

right to some degree; such as with Amendment 4 and the 

right of the people to privacy. We know this because of 

The unanimous Declaration with granting powers to 

government via the consent of the governed. The 

Constitution, Amendments 9 and 10 also proves this 

point. 

Amendment 26, Section 1: 

“The right of citizens of the united States, who are 

eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be 

denied or abridged by The United States or by any 

State on account of age.”  

As with the previous amendments in this group, this does 

not grant any rights to vote. This expressly prohibits 

government from infringing upon a right that already 

exists.  

The Constitution does not yet grant any powers to 

Congress to infringe upon the right of people to vote who 
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are under the age of eighteen, which is one of the 

required elements according to Amendment 10. Many 

State Constitutions do not yet grant to their State the 

power to so infringe either, which would be required so 

as to not violate the phrase, “Government derive their 

just powers from the Consent of the Governed”. 

Lawfully, any citizen under eighteen years old may 

demand to exercise their right to vote, so long as their 

respective State Constitution does not grant to the 

government the power to infringe upon the right of 

citizens under the age of eighteen to vote. 

Income Tax 

The Constitution, Amendment 16, and income tax: 

“The Congress shall have power to lay and collect 

taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, 

without apportionment among the several States, 

and without regard to any census or enumeration.”  

Amendment 16, ratified in 1913; the definition of that 

time for income states: 

“Income. 3. That gain which proceeds from labor, 

business, property, or capital of any kind, as the 

produce of a farm, the rent of houses, the proceeds 

of professional business, the profits of commerce or 

of occupation, or the interest of money or stock in 

funds, etc.; revenue; receipts; salary; especially, the 

annual receipts of a private person, or a 

corporation, from property; as, a large income.” 

“That gain which proceeds from labor. . . ” What about 

compensation for labor? Is compensation gain? Is there a 
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word connected to labor that dictates compensation as 

opposed to gain? 

Wages defined from the same dictionary: 

“Wages.  A compensation given to a hired person 

for services; price paid for labor; recompense; hire.” 

Wages are not Income because wages are compensation 

for labor and not a gain from labor. 

Are Salary and Wages truly synonymous? 

Salary as defined in 1931: 

“Salary. The recompense or consideration paid, or 

stipulated to be paid, to a person at regular 

intervals for services; fixed wages, as by the year, 

quarter, or month; stipend; hire.” 

No. Wages and Salary are not truly synonymous.  

Salary is a fixed amount paid for a longer period. Wages, 

on the other hand, is for much shorter periods as by the 

hour and not fixed from month to month but are in fact 

variable. Generally, wages pay hourly or by the piece of 

work produced. Although the paycheck may issue weekly, 

monthly, or annually, depending upon the agreement; 

those wages depend upon either the number of hours 

worked or the pieces of work delivered. Wages are simply 

the more work during a given time, the more pay; where 

salary is a fixed level of payment regardless of how many 

hours are worked or how many pieces of work delivered. 

In a side-by-side, let’s compare the difference” 

Income = “the gain which proceeds from labor. . . ” 

Salary = “fixed wages... at regular intervals”  
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Wages = “variable compensation based on work 

performed” 

The differences are subtle but those differences exist. 

Those differences make all the difference as to whether 

your government may tax them as income or not. 

Nation’s Capital: Seat of Power  

The Constitution, Amendment 23, Section 1:  

“The District constituting the seat of Government of 

The United States shall appoint in such manner as 

the Congress may direct: A number of electors of 

President and Vice President equal to the whole 

number of Senators and Representatives in 

Congress to which the District would be entitled if it 

were a State”. . .  

This is unlawful. It diminishes the States’ sovereignty over 

the nation’s government by allowing the non-State Seat 

of Government entity to participate in selecting the 

President. The two States used to create DC, the Seat of 

Government, protect the voting rights of the people who 

live within the DC area by allowing them to vote in the 

respective state from which each portion of DC 

originated. 

Servant Dictated Wages and Benefits 

The Constitution, Amendment 27:  

“No law, varying the compensation for the services 

of the Senators and Representatives, shall take 

effect, until an election of Representatives shall 

have intervened.” 
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This amendment, initially proposed in 1789, failed, and 

with good reason. By 1992, as opposed to 1789, many 

members of Congress have been re-elected for multiple 

terms, which makes this a case where the servant is able 

to dictate to their master their own compensation (wages 

and benefits). This power should always remain with 

three-quarters of the States to determine whether 

Congress members deserve an increase in compensation. 

This power never should fall into the hands of the 

servant. 

From The Constitution for the 

Confederate States of America 

We will not invest nearly as much time with this 

constitution because it is very similar in content to The 

Constitution for the United States of America. In most 

parts, it is word for word. We focus on Slavery, especially 

since slavery seems to be what most people attribute to 

be the primary cause for what many people mistakenly 

refer to as a united States civil war. 

In The Confederate Constitution, Article 1, Section 9, we 

find that the southern States, the slave States, introduced 

stricter anti-slave clauses in this constitution than the 

northern States contained within The Constitution for the 

United States of America. Let’s look at The Constitution 

for the United States of America, Article 1, Section 9, 

Clause the First: 

“The Migration or Importation of such Persons as 

any of the States now existing shall think proper to 

admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior 
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to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, 

but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such 

Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 

Person.” 

This allows Congress to do nothing about abolishing 

slavery within the original thirteen States, until after 

1808. It does allow Congress to benefit financially with a 

head tax. 

Interestingly enough, this Clause grants to Congress the 

power to prohibit the migration or importation of what 

essentially become involuntary servants or slaves. 

Congress possessed this power since 1790, when the 

thirteenth of thirteen States ratified The Constitution for 

the United States of America. 

 

The Confederate Constitution, Article 1, Section 9, Clauses 

the First and Second: 

“The importation of negroes of the African race 

from any foreign country other than the 

slaveholding States or territories of the united 

States of America, is hereby forbidden; and 

Congress is required to pass such laws as shall 

effectually prevent the same. 

“Congress shall also have power to prohibit the 

introduction of slaves from any State not a member 

of, or Territory not belonging to this Confederacy.” 

Slavery was not the true issue for what people mistakenly 

refer to as the united States “civil war”. 

As the States lawfully seceded from the united States of 
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America and formed the confederate States of America, 

they joined under The Confederate Constitution knowing 

that slavery was being quickly phased out. The States 

were prohibited from importing slaves from outside of 

the united States of America. 

The second clause even empowers the Confederate 

Congress to additionally prohibit the importation or 

introduction of slaves from the united States of America. 

So what was the true cause for that war of 1860’s? 

That war ended up being over a bruised ego from within 

the government, The United States of America, who 

violated The Constitution: Improper comprehension 

regarding the States’ powers to secede from the united 

States of America. Quick and easy comprehension would 

have come from simply reading Amendment 10 of The 

Constitution. 

The Constitution, Amendment 10, reserves to the States 

any power that The Constitution does not expressly 

prohibit to the States. Then, the people of each State 

must actually grant the power to secede from the union 

to their State’s government, or the people of that State 

may directly exercise that power. 

The Confederate Constitution, Article 1, Section 9, Clause 

the Fourth: 

“No bill of attainder or ex post facto law, or law 

denying or impairing the right of property in negro 

slaves shall be passed.” 

This clause does not allow the Confederate Congress to 

prohibit the ownership of slaves where that ownership 

already exists. The previous two clauses distinctly reduce 
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the pool of slaves from which slave ownership may draw, 

thus slowly phasing out slavery from the Confederate 

States. 
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Proposed Constitution 

It is time to correct the political abuse, usurpation, and 

neglect of government power we presently “enjoy”. 

This Proposed Constitution, written as a City Constitution, 

easily adapts for different government levels from cities 

and towns, counties, states, even our nation—the united 

States of America, and can be adapted for use by other 

foreign countries. It identifies the Sovereign Authority 

over our governments at every level. It details the powers 

for each of the three primary government branches from 

the law making (legislative), law enforcing (executive), 

and law-breaker punishment (judicial). It successfully 

solves the relationship between the government and the 

governed, not only as individuals but also as a unified 

body. 

A written constitution should exist for every government 

level. It should detail exactly what powers the governed 

grant to their government. Thus, it eliminates most of the 

guesswork about what powers exercised by government 

are just and honorable, as well as which powers exercised 

by government are corrupted and tyrannical. 

Review Objectives 

Read the Proposed Constitution. 

Make electronic or paper post-it notes in the margins or 

on separate paper for your comments, suggestions, and 

questions. 
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If you believe you may not comprehend a section, mark 

the parts not clearly written, add your notes about what 

the words seem to convey. Also, add notes about what 

you think it is trying to convey to readers. 

If a part is crazy, write that, and state why. 

If you have a better and shorter way to present the idea, 

write it down. Let’s keep it clear concise. 

Together we will make this work much better than the 

forms of government we presently possess. 

To properly comprehend the meaning and intent of the 

words used in this Constitution, where they differ from 

those used in The unanimous Declaration, use a common-

use dictionary of the united States of America, American-

English Language print between the years 2008 and 2015. 

Find a dictionary in common-use before 1776 for Great 

Britain’s English and Colonial-America’s English Language 

to properly comprehend The unanimous Declaration of 

the united States of America, 1776. For this work we use 

an electronically reproduced copy of the 1756 two-

volume dictionary produced by Samuel Johnson. 

Use a dictionary in common-use before 1785 for Colonial-

America’s English Language for The Constitution, 1790. 

For this work, we use an electronically reproduced copy 

of the 1785 two-volume dictionary produced by Samuel 

Johnson. 

Use similar period dictionaries for other resources, such 

as The Articles of Confederation, 1778; and The Definitive 

Treaty of Peace (Treaty of Paris) 1783; and later 

Amendments made to The Constitution. 
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As definitions for words change over time, using modern 

dictionaries for older contracts unlawfully amends the 

meaning and intent of the older contract. 

Duty Demands a Constitution for THIS CITY 

Rebellion, usurpation, tyranny, despotism, constitutional 

violations—it matters not which word or words we use to 

define this necessity, they all amount to the same end. 

That end being the violations against the Sovereign-

Authority that is the united States of America, us.  

The nation is the people. Any political attacks against the 

people and our lawful authority over our governments, 

by our governments, are treason against the Sovereign 

Authority, a war against the people. The 1785 definitions 

support the charge of treason as used in The Constitution 

(1790), Article 3, Section 3.  

From Article 6: The Constitution is the Supreme Law of 

the Land.  

“This Constitution. . . shall be the supreme Law of 

the Land. . . ” 

It states, the Supreme Law, not the Supreme Authority. 

The Supreme Authority is the entity that creates the 

Supreme Law. That authority ultimately is the people, the 

governed. 

Every law created, and every treaty entered into by “The 

United States of America” (our nation’s government), on 

behalf of the united States of America (our nation), must 

agree with The Constitution. We have not authorized to 

our nation’s government any powers to enter into any 
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treaties or to make any laws that conflict with The 

Constitution or that may subject us to any political 

authority that is contrary to The unanimous Declaration 

or our Constitution. 

The unanimous Declaration identifies that Supreme- that 

Sovereign-Authority as the body of the governed. 

“— That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed....” 

A constitution is the written grant of powers for the 

offices of government it creates. It issues from the will of 

the body-sovereign—the governed; and those powers 

granted must not violate the terms connected with the 

phrase, that to preserve [our] rights,  government derive 

their just powers from the Consent of the Governed.  

Earlier in this book, we already accurately addressed the 

issue as to whom exactly the governed refers.  

A community, county, state, or nation may rightly require 

that a larger percentage over a simple majority of the 

total number of voters must consent, but such a 

requirement stands only for that political jurisdiction and 

for no others, whether smaller or larger. 

As the section title demands, we must address the issues 

that make the formation of THIS CITY and its Form of 

Government necessary. Let us submit facts to the world. 

Our governments at all levels replaced our voting with a 

bastardized form that exclusively favors special-interest 

government opposing the consent of the governed. 

Our governments at all levels make use of many of the 
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powers listed among the grievances in The unanimous 

Declaration that identify a tyrants and despots. Among 

that list of mostly self-explanatory prohibited powers are: 

“...a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 

swarms of Officers to harass our people and eat out 

their substance.” 

“...combined with others to subject us to a 

jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to 

their Acts of pretended Legislation:” 

“...quartering large bodies of armed troops among 

us:” 

“...imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:” 

“...depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial 

by Jury:” 

“...taking away our Charters, abolishing our most 

valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the 

Forms of our Governments:” 

“...excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 

has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our 

[our nation], the merciless [criminals] whose known 

rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of 

all ages, sexes and conditions.” 

“In every stage of these Oppressions We have 

Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 

Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by 

repeated injury. A [Government], whose character 

is thus marked by every act which may define a 

Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.” 
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Our governments at all levels violate The Supreme Law of 

the Land— The Constitution. Among these violations are: 

Violations of Article 1: 

 “Section. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted 

shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, 

which shall consist of a Senate and House of 

Representatives.”  

The Executive Office legislates with Executive Orders. The 

Judicial Office legislates by amending passed legislation 

with their court orders; and by using prior decisions by 

other judges to decide the cases presently on trial. 

Neglect of Article 1, Section 2, Last Clause: 

“The House of Representatives... shall have the sole 

Power of Impeachment.”  

And Section 3, 2nd-to-Last Clause:  

“The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all 

Impeachments.”   

Congress may impeach every government official who 

violates The Supreme Law of the Land—Congress does 

not, because they also violate The Constitution. 

Not willing to comprehend Article 1, Section 7, Clause 1: 

“All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the 

House of Representatives; but the Senate may 

propose or concur with Amendments as on other 

Bills.”  

Properly comprehending The Constitution only comes via 

The unanimous Declaration as indicated above through 

the Consent of the governed. Our legislators may only 
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pass laws, as all laws require taxation to enforce, only 

when The Constitution authorizes the use of the 

proposed political power; only then, after each elected 

representative obtains the consent of the majority of 

their respective registered voters. 

Our governments violate Article 3, Section 3: 

“Treason against the united States shall consist only 

in levying War against them, or in adhering to their 

Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.”  

Although the Constitution defines Treason, it does not 

define war. War, as defined from 1785 is: 

“War may be defined the exercise of violence under 

sovereign command against withstanders; force, 

authority, and resistance, being the essential parts 

thereof. Violence, limited by authority, is sufficiently 

distinguished from robbery, and the like outrages; 

yet, consisting in relation towards others, it 

necessarily requires a supposition of resistance, 

whereby the force of war becomes different from 

the violence inflicted upon slaves or yielding 

malefactors.”  

“Withstander. An opponent; resisting power.” 

The use of force (political force), when not authorized by 

The Constitution is an act of war. Violations against The 

Constitution are acts of political force. War against the 

united States, against each State, and against the people 

is treason. 

About The Founding Charter and 
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Constitution for THIS CITY 

When the residents of THIS CITY, the keepers of our 

Liberty, fail to maintain our governments properly, others 

will move in to use our government for treachery. They 

will promise to us false hope so that they might steal the 

fortunes of our Liberty—the freedom to exercise our right 

and duty to control the powers of our own governments. 

Far too many citizens do not properly comprehend our 

most important right—our right to alter, to abolish, or to 

throw off our corrupted forms of governments, so that 

we may better protect our other rights. Many people 

never recognize such necessity when it surfaces. The 

designed for The Founding Charter & Constitution for THIS 

CITY is to make it easier for our citizen-residents to 

recognize such necessity and detail the path by which we 

may lawfully correct our governments. Correcting 

government is best when done early and often when it 

costs less financially and less bloodshed.  

Defective governments leave the governed with few 

options; modify that Form of Government, if possible; 

when necessary, replace it. That, or learn to live with the 

corrupted government, which usually gets worse when 

ignored. 

As the governed, we must frequently inspect our 

government thoroughly for signs of corruption. When 

found, we must swiftly correct it. This does not mean 

each individual must spend vast hours digging through 

mountains of papers and laws. At the very least, it 

requires the resident-citizen to fight the exercise and 

enforcement of unjust laws that may pass when one 
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generation fell asleep at the wheel. 

If we, or our posterity, fail in this, our Duty —our neglect 

allows political corruption to ravage and destroy THIS CITY, 

our county, our state, and our nation from within. 

The number of States whose citizens remain contractually 

bound by our nation’s Founding Charter, The unanimous 

Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

presently contains fifty States. This contract lets us know 

when it becomes necessary for us to alter, abolish, 

and/or to throw off our corrupted Forms of Government, 

which also applies to corrupt government officials. 

Our present government officials repeat the list of abuses 

and usurpation detailed in our nation’s Founding Charter. 

Those usurpations and abuses of power identify the same 

tyranny and absolute despotism over us at present that 

existed for our nation’s founders in 1776. 

Our governments, by their corruptions, demand our 

immediate action to right our nation from that political 

abuse. For these reasons, we create THIS CITY to better for 

preserve our rights through adherence to our nation’s 

Founding Charter. 

UNIFIED DIVERSITY 

To unite consists of more than merely agreeing. 

To unite requires that we work together for the common 

objective. 

While Unity increases our strength, Diversity increases 

our ability to survive. 
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FIRST, WE TRY—THEN, WE TRUST 

First, we TRY 

Prospective citizen-residents enter on a trial basis as 

temporary resident. We test their character and their 

knowledge as it relates to Self-Governance. During this 

time, the prospective citizen-resident investigates THIS 

CITY’s people and government to make certain they want 

to make THIS CITY their home.  

Then, we TRUST 

Each temporary resident must request to become a 

permanent resident. The existing voting body of residents 

grant permanent residency, after which time the new 

permanent resident may register to vote in THIS CITY. 

Permanent resident-citizens must request to become a 

lawful voter in THIS CITY. The existing body of registered 

voters considers each request from prospective new 

voters, tests the prospective voter about their knowledge 

of Self-Governance, and if the prospective voter passes, 

the registered voters admit the new votes into the 

registry as detailed in this Constitution.  

The Founding Charter & Constitution for 

THIS CITY 

Preamble to the Proposed Constitution 

We; being two-thirds of the total body of registered 

voters for THIS CITY; in order to improve THIS CITY’s 

unification and diversity, establish and maintain justice, 
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ensure domestic tranquility, provide for our common 

defense, promote THIS CITY’s general well-being, and 

strengthen our diversified unity; we encourage socially 

responsible self-sufficient resident-citizens. 

Each citizen resident is responsible for their own actions, 

to defend the rights of others unjustly attacked; and as 

the body of registered voters, we are responsible for our 

government. We reserve to ourselves the power to recall 

any government official. 

Article 1: Naming and Organization 

§ 1: City Name 

We name our sovereign, independent, and free city’s 

political jurisdiction, “THIS CITY”. 

§ 2: City Motto 

“Unified Diversity: First We Try—Then We Trust.” 

§ 3: Sovereign, Independent, & Free 

The sovereign powers of THIS CITY are of two sides: 

First, the powers for THIS CITY’s government are limited to 

only those powers granted from within this Constitution, 

in accord with “To secure [our] rights. . .  government 

derive their just powers from The Consent of the 

Governed” and not in violation of the honorable powers 

granted to any of the larger political jurisdictions within 

which THIS CITY is geographically located. 

Second, when the larger political jurisdictions within 

which THIS CITY is geographically situated fail or refuse to 

defend our rights—those duties and powers revert upon 
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THIS CITY’s government officials or to the residents of THIS 

CITY if our city government also fails in this duty (refer to 

The unanimous Declaration of the united States of 

America). 

Of Sovereignty 

Sovereignty in this instance applies equally as it does for 

any political jurisdiction within the united States of 

America, the nation. Political sovereignty resides within 

the just powers granted to that political body by the 

governed people detailed later—and not a single step or 

power beyond. 

In the united States of America, the ultimate political 

sovereign from whom all political powers originate is 

from the people, specifically from an absolute minimum 

of more than 50% of the total body of registered voters. 

Of Independence 

Independence with respect to THIS CITY merely has to do 

with being independent from that of any other city, town, 

or other political subdivisions within our county. 

Our independence in no way frees us from obeying the 

honorable lawful powers exercised by our County, State, 

and Federal Governments, as well as any laws and/or 

treaties thereof that are in accord with The unanimous 

Declaration of the united States of America and The 

Constitution for the United States of America. 

Of Freedom 

Freedom relates to our lawful right as a City to do as any 

other city or town (regardless of population) may of right 

do with respect to the powers granted to the THIS CITY’s 
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government by our resident-citizens. 

Article 2: THIS CITY’s Founding Charter 

Because of its continued importance, The unanimous 

Declaration of the united States of America, our nation’s 

Founding Charter, also is THIS CITY’s Founding Charter. The 

powers of every government level remain subject to the 

Sovereign Authority detailed within The unanimous 

Declaration.  

For ease of reading and for reference, the numbered 

paragraphs below replace many of the original long 

dashes. All punctuation should remain original. As close 

as practical, we retain the original spelling. 

The purpose for including The unanimous Declaration as 

part of this Constitution is because THIS CITY’s total body 

of registered voters, as the governed, is our own direct 

bicameral legislative body, detailed later within this 

Constitution. Regarding the probable alterations to or 

replacements of THIS CITY’s Constitution in the future, our 

nation’s Founding Charter, The unanimous Declaration, 

remains a separate unaltered contract. 

We removed the word “thirteen” from The unanimous 

Declaration’s title because of our nation’s growth. At 

present, there are fifty Free, Sovereign, and Independent 

States unified under The unanimous Declaration. All of 

our citizens remain honor bound to The unanimous 

Declaration of the united States of America. 

The unanimous Declaration of the united States of 

America (1776) 

1. When in the course of human events, it becomes 
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necessary for one people to dissolve the political 

bands which have connected them with another, and 

to assume among the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which the laws of 

Nature and of Nature's god entitle them, a decent 

respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 

should declare the causes which impel them to the 

separation. 

2. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 

these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

3. That to secure these rights, governments are 

instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 

the consent of the governed,  

4. That whenever any form of government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people 

to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

government, laying its foundation on such principles 

and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 

shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 

happiness. 

5. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long 

established should not be changed for light and 

transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 

shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 

while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 

6. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 

pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design 
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to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their 

right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, 

and to provide new guards for their future security. 

7. Such has been the patient sufferance of these 

colonies; and such is now the necessity which 

constrains them to alter their former systems of 

government. The history of the present King of Great 

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 

states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a 

candid world. 

8. He has refused his assent to laws, the most 

wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

9. He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of 

immediate and pressing importance, unless 

suspended in their operation till his assent should be 

obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 

neglected to attend to them. 

10. He has refused to pass other laws for the 

accommodation of large districts of people, unless 

those people would relinquish the right of 

representation in the legislature, a right inestimable 

to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

11. He has called together legislative bodies at places 

unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 

depository of their public records, for the sole 

purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 

measures. 

12. He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, 
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for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the 

rights of the people. 

13. He has refused for a long time, after such 

dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 

the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have 

returned to the people at large for their exercise; the 

state remaining in the mean time exposed to all the 

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions 

within. 

14. He has endeavored to prevent the population of 

these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws 

for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass 

others to encourage their migrations hither, and 

raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

15. He has obstructed the administration of justice, by 

refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary 

powers. 

16. He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for 

the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 

payment of their salaries. 

17. He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent 

hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and 

eat out their substance. 

18. He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 

armies without the consent of our legislatures. 

19. He has affected to render the military independent of 

and superior to the civil power. 

20. He has combined with others to subject us to a 

jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
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unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to 

their acts of pretended legislation: 

21. For quartering large bodies of armed troops among 

us: 

22. For protecting them, by a mock trial, from 

punishment for any murders which they should 

commit on the inhabitants of these states: 

23. For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

24. For imposing taxes on us without our consent: 

25. For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial 

by jury: 

26. For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for 

pretended offenses: 

27. For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 

neighboring province, establishing therein an 

arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so 

as to render it at once an example and fit instrument 

for introducing the same absolute rule into these 

colonies: 

28. For taking away our charters, abolishing our most 

valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms 

of our governments: 

29. For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring 

themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 

all cases whatsoever. 

30. He has abdicated government here, by declaring us 

out of his protection and waging war against us. 

31. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
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our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

32. He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 

mercenaries to complete the works of death, 

desolation and tyranny, already begun with 

circumstances of cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled 

in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 

head of a civilized nation. 

33. He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive 

on the high seas to bear arms against their country, 

to become the executioners of their friends and 

brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. 

34. He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, 

and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of 

our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose 

known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 

destruction, of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

35. In every stage of these oppressions we have 

petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: Our 

repeated petitions have been answered only by 

repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus 

marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is 

unfit to be the ruler of a Free People. 

36. Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British 

brethren. We have warned them from time to time of 

attempts by their legislature to extend an 

unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 

reminded them of the circumstances of our 

emigration and settlement here. We have appealed 

to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have 

conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 
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disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably 

interrupt our connections and correspondence. They 

too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. 

37. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which 

denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold 

the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace, 

Friends. 

38. We, therefore, the Representatives of the united 

States of America, in General Congress, assembled, 

appealing to the supreme judge of the world for the 

rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by 

authority of the good people of these colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United 

Colonies are, and of right ought to be Free and 

Independent States; that they are absolved from all 

allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 

connection between them and the State of Great 

Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 

as Free and Independent States, they have full power 

to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, 

establish commerce, and to do all other acts and 

things which Independent States may of right do. 

39. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, 

and our sacred honor. 

------ 

This ends The unanimous Declaration of the united States 

of America, 1776. The representative’s signatures for the 
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Founding Generation, excluded. 

The 1776 Founding Charter for the nation of the united 

States of America stands of its own accord. Its inclusion in 

this Constitution is so that it might strengthen our resolve 

as active participants in regulating the powers of our 

governments and not subjecting ourselves to any 

government that unjustly infringes upon our rights or that 

of our neighbor’s rights. 

Article 3: Summary of the Founding Charter 

§ 1: The Founding Charter is a lawful contract that. . .  

...separated the political powers of the American Colonies 

from those of Great Britain. 

...created the nation, the united States of America out of 

those former British Colonies. 

...declares that the consent of the governed is required to 

create honorable governments. 

...names the people's most important right and duty as 

unifying with others for proper control over the powers 

of our government. 

...defines representative power, prohibits Representative 

from casting a personal vote in public office that may be 

contrary to the respective constitution and/or the will of 

the majority of their constituent body. 

...defines citizenship responsibility and limits on the types 

of powers they may rightly grant to their governments. 

...defines a tyranny as any political action that violates a 

written constitution. 



 
185 

...lists powers specifically prohibited for our governments 

to exercise. 

§ 2: The Founding Charter is a letter to... 

...the King of Great Britain. 

...the world. 

...the people of the then-new united States of America. 

...the Founders' posterity —us. 

...all who serve in our governments. 

...all other governments that might do business with our 

governments. 

§ 3: The Founding Charter: Is a treasure map that... 

...identifies our rights and duty to protect and preserve 

our rights as our nation’s treasure. 

...identifies all of us as our treasure's guardians. 

...lets us know how we might lose our treasure. 

...tells us how we might re-acquire our treasure when we 

or a prior generation loses it. 

...warns patriots of potential dangers. 

§ 4: The Founding Charter summarizes human nature and 

the nature of government, as it identifies... 

...human nature to tolerate abuses. 

...rights common to all humans. 

...the governments’ natural lean towards tyranny. 

...how adversity motivates us to action. 

...how and why we should constantly exercise control 
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over our government. 

= = = = = = = 

With respect to The Definitive Treaty of Peace (Paris 

1783) Great Britain lawfully acknowledges the former 

British Colonies are now, Free and Independent States, 

absolved of all political connection with Great Britain. 

Article 4: Definitions 

When defining words used in The unanimous Declaration, 

we use a dictionary available for common use, printed 

several years prior to the proposal and signing of that 

contract. Apply this practice also when comprehending 

the content of any of the constitutions and amendments. 

The following definitions apply to prior enacted laws and 

laws enacted hereafter. Consistency in our laws in all 

levels of our governments assures the people of equality 

and justice no matter where they travel within THIS CITY. 

All laws not re-instated shall be unenforceable and void 

of power. All laws re-instated shall fully comply with this 

Constitution’s Article 5, Section 6 and receive a Date of 

re-instatement and an Expiration Date when it must be 

re-examined, or it naturally dies, unenforceable.  

§ 1: Crime: 

If the Legislative Branch creates a law, ordinance, or 

other prohibition of any action that carries with it any 

form of penalty (monetary, incarceration, or any other 

form of penalty); committing that prohibited act is a 

crime, no matter how minor or severe the action or the 

penalty. 
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§ 2: Citizen (see also, Resident): 

A citizen is any person born to a mother who is already a 

lawful citizen of the united States of America; as well as 

person’s who lawfully naturalized into the united States 

of America. The birth mother’s citizenship determines the 

citizenship of the child. The birth mother’s citizenship is 

more certain and easily proved than the biological father. 

(Ref. The Constitution, Amendment 14, Section 1.) 

§ 3: Contract: 

A Contract, as is used in this Constitution includes the 

Chain-of-Authority of ratified contracts. For THIS CITY, 

those Contracts include all THIS CITY’s Laws made in 

pursuance with this Constitution. Also included is the 

County Constitution and County Laws made in pursuance 

thereof. Also is The State Constitution and State Laws 

made in pursuance thereof. After that, is The Nation’s 

Constitution and the Nation’s Laws made in pursuance 

thereof, along with our nation’s Treaties made under the 

authority of The Constitution for the United States of 

America. Finally, that Chain-of-Authority ends with The 

unanimous Declaration of the united States of America in 

total with specific reference to the phrase, “That to 

secure [our] rights, governments are instituted among 

men, deriving their just powers from the Consent of the 

Governed.” 

§ 4: Legislation: 

The process, usually written, by which to fund the 

constitutional government activities; regulate the activity, 

property, and/or finances of the people who infringe 

upon the rights of others; to punish them for violating the 
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rights or the property of others; as well as stop unjust 

political powers by amending this Constitution as needed. 

This also includes the creation of government projects, 

programs, and enterprise funds. 

§ 5: People, Person: 

People or Person refers only to a flesh and blood, 

biological human. The unified Body of Governed 

Resident-Citizens is the Sovereign Authority responsible 

for controlling their respective government. The laws 

enacted in accord with this Constitution govern each 

person individually. 

§ 6: Political Jurisdiction: 

A Political Jurisdictions is the geographical area that a 

government office and level of government serves and 

the powers of that government. The city, town, or village 

wherein a person maintains their permanent lawful 

voting residence is the smallest political jurisdiction. 

Counties, States, and national unions are progressively 

larger political jurisdictions. 

§ 7: Public Trust: 

A Public Trust consists of The unanimous Declaration of 

the united States of America, The Constitution for the 

United States of America, The State Constitution, County 

Constitution, The Founding Charter & Constitution for THIS 

CITY, as well as all legislation that the citizens or their 

representatives enact in accord with this Constitution.   

Additionally, the Public Trust includes campaign promises 

the official made while campaigning, so long as they do 

not violate the named constitutions or resulting just laws. 
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This does not authorize the elected official to implement 

those campaign promises under the guise of manifest 

destiny until authorized by appropriate constitutional 

authority. 

§ 8: Representative: 

In an effort to reduce political corruption and save 

money, the People of THIS CITY are our own direct 

Legislative Branch, detailed later. Representatives include 

those persons elected into the executive and judicial 

offices, as well as others with whom elected officials 

appoint, hire, or contract with to perform work 

authorized by constitutional legislation. All those who 

represent the People willingly bind by oath to uphold this 

Constitution, as well as the other named contracts in the 

defense of the governed people and their rights as well as 

the rights of foreign visitors within the jurisdiction of this 

Constitution. 

§ 9: Resident: 

A Resident of THIS CITY is a person who is lawfully a citizen 

of the united States of America and a citizen of the State 

of Arizona and has maintained their sole lawful residency 

for more than three consecutive calendar years in THIS 

CITY. 

§ 10: Treason: 

Treason consists of offenses against this Constitution or 

against the other contracts specifically named herein.  

The contracts represent and serve as the Sovereign 

Power over the respective levels of government. Betrayal 

of a public trust shall also constitute treason. No person 

shall be convicted of treason unless; on the testimony of 
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at least two witnesses to the same overt act and who 

testify to the treason in an open and public court before 

an impartial jury; or on long-form confession by the 

accused while in the presence of a jury in an open and 

public court. All references to a jury within this 

Constitution shall be the same as detailed within the 

Judicial Branch later in this Constitution. 

§ 11: Tyrant, Tyranny: 

Tyranny or Tyrant is any government official or political 

office that incorporates one or more actions listed in the 

grievances outlined in The unanimous Declaration of the 

united States of America, or violates any part of THIS CITY’s 

Constitution or the other contracts specifically named in 

this Constitution that follow a strict line of authority 

through The unanimous Declaration. 

Article 5: Legislative Branch 

The Legislative Branch effectively directs the powers of 

the Executive and Judicial Branches with guide-laws and 

prohibitory laws that the government officials may 

enforce upon the resident-citizens. Guide-laws are 

suggestions but hold no penalty if not obeyed. These 

laws, such as speeding, guide an individual’s actions in 

public. Prohibitory laws punish those convicted of 

committing the prohibit act. 

§ 1: The Rule of Law 

The Rule of Law, within THIS CITY, is government according 

to this Constitution and the legislation enacted in accord 

with this Constitution. Enacted legislation in honorable 

governments originates via the authority of the governed 
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people’s unified voice. 

§ 2: Legislative Origins: 

Any lawful resident, whether temporary, permanent, or 

registered voter may propose legislation. However, all 

legislative votes begin in the First House of the smallest 

level political jurisdictions, which are the cities, towns, 

and villages, regardless of the larger political jurisdictions 

that the proposed legislation intends to govern. 

§ 3: Owner of Legislative Power 

THIS CITY’s Legislative Power resides with the lawful 

permanent resident-citizens of THIS CITY who are qualified 

and registered to vote. Two-thirds majority of THIS CITY’s 

total body of registered voters, who, according to the 

rules of this Article, collectively enact all legislation, 

determine the fair penalty for punishing offenders in 

order to discourage future violation, as well as determine 

the manner and amount needed to fund implementation. 

For public safety, we require tests before operating 

vehicles on public roads; as well, we require weapons 

owners to pass tests indicating knowledge of proper use, 

care, and weapon maintenance. For the same reasons of 

public safety and unity, in THIS CITY we test people and 

vote whether they may become permanent residents; 

and later, test and vote as to whether they may become 

registered voters.   

Temporary Residency 

THIS CITY publishes all government documents solely in 

the united States version of the English language. A 

person and/or their family may become temporary 
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residents if they are lawful united States citizens, able to 

publicly communicate in the united States version of the 

English language, and after the City Manager enters into 

a contract with them, on behalf of THIS CITY’s people to 

use a property within THIS CITY’s geographic jurisdiction.  

If the person cannot publicly communicate in the united 

States version of the English language, how secure are 

our rights when voters do not properly comprehend that 

for which they may vote?  

The temporary residency period and delaying voting 

rights is security for existing residents. It makes it difficult 

for new residents to undermine our customs with their 

vote after being a short-time resident.   

Permanent Residency 

After being three years a temporary resident, the 

individual may petition THIS CITY’s registered voters for 

permanent residency. Once the individual passes the test 

and receives two-thirds or more consenting votes, the 

individual becomes a permanent resident. This is a public 

test, with records kept concerning the individual’s 

knowledge about The Founding Charter & Constitution for 

THIS CITY and other contracts mentioned in this 

Constitution. These records are useful when removing a 

resident from the voter registry for trying to pass laws 

that violate the contracts listed herein. The three-year 

delay also allows the registered voters to better asses the 

character of the individual before accepting them as a 

permanent resident and potential voter. 

Registered Voter 

When voted into the registered voters by two-thirds the 
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total body of registered voters, the individual must sign, 

at the bottom of, and agreeing to the terms of The 

Founding Charter & Constitution for THIS CITY before they 

begin voting. 

Exclusions from voting 

Exclusions from voting: Any person serving any part of a 

sentence for which they were duly convicted, as well as 

any person receiving government benefits and programs; 

shall not vote until after they have been free of criminal 

activity or off of such assistance for more than one year. 

All welfare-type government programs shall declare that 

the recipient forfeits their right to vote as long as they 

receive benefits from that program, requiring recipient to 

initial in acknowledgement. 

Voting 

To cast a Consenting Ballot, the voter must show a hard-

copy Voter-I.D. issued by THIS CITY, which must contain 

the voter’s recent photo (12 months or newer), with an 

identified hand-digit print for comparison against File 

Transparencies used by voter Sign-In personnel. 

When presenting the ballot for the transparent tumbler, 

every ballot must contain the same finger printed as on 

the Photo-ID (applied at the time the voter deposits the 

ballot into tumbler) and date-time stamped on the ballot. 

In this way, if someone challenges a specific voter, 

officials withdraw the ballot until finalizing the challenge. 

There are no private votes on public matters. 

THIS CITY must count all non-consenting votes from 

registered voters. All votes, by default, are not- or non-

consenting until the registered voter casts a consenting 
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ballot at the polling station on the designated voting day. 

Purging the Voter Register 

The voter register is purged every third year to remove all 

dead and/or moved residents from the voter register. All 

voters from the purged register may re-register without 

being re-tested. Re-testing occurs on the voter’s 9th-year 

anniversary and test those purged from the register who 

did not re-register within a year. 

§ 4: The First House 

The First House consists of all lawful residents who are 

eligible to vote and registered to vote as detailed earlier 

with the same exclusions. 

The Consent of the Governed shall work in this manner: 

That to secure our rights, we institute governments 

among us. Our governments derive their just powers 

from the consent of the governed. 

This demands completing the following three elements in 

the following order. 

Element #1: The proposed government power or the 

election of a candidate must serve to preserve the rights 

of all the people equally. If not, it must never go to ballot 

for a vote. 

Element #2: If an individual may not honorably exercise a 

proposed power without violating another’s rights, the 

issue should never go to ballot for a vote. 

Element 3: Only after successfully passing the tests of 

Elements #1 and #2 may the proposed power or 

candidate go to ballot for a vote. Element #3 must attain 

the consent from the majority of the total number of THIS 
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CITY’s registered voters. 

Of those eligible to vote, only those who desire to have 

their vote counted must registered to vote. Every 

registered voter’s vote must count as not consenting or 

consenting. Any person who desires to -not vote- must 

remove their name from the voter register; otherwise, 

their vote must, by default, count as not consented, 

unless they convert it to consent. 

To consent, the voter must physically cast a ballot 

consenting to the balloted item or candidate proposed on 

the ballot. Without that physical consent ballot, all other 

registered voter’s votes, by default, count as—not 

consenting. 

If the total voters who consent is less than two-thirds the 

total number of registered voters—the balloted item fails 

and shall not be enforceable or the candidate shall not 

take office. This prohibits special interest ballot items 

from passing with less-than a majority of the total 

registered voters; as well as it prevents voters from 

casting a ballot for the lesser of evils. 

The minimum votes required by this Constitution is two-

thirds the total number of registered voters. 

Our government officials may only exercise those powers 

that protect the rights of all the resident-citizens equally. 

Any individual must also be able to rightly exercise, in the 

absence of government, any power that may be granted 

to government—but only if two-thirds or more the total 

number of registered votes consent to grant those 

powers to the office or to elect the candidate to serve in 

that office. 
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§ 5: The Second House 

The larger political jurisdiction’s Second House consists of 

the number of smaller political jurisdictions within it 

(such as; the cities and towns within a county, the 

counties within a state, and the states within the nation). 

Each lower-level political jurisdiction has one vote in the 

next-larger jurisdiction’s Second House. The Second-

House vote is automatically determined as Consenting or 

as Not-Consenting, based on whether two-thirds or more 

the total body of registered voters within that lower-level 

jurisdiction consented to the balloted item or not. 

§ 6: Legislation, Required Elements: 

Protect Right 

A Free Society limits legislation to the purpose that 

prevents one person or group of people from unjustly 

violating the rights of another person or group. Harm 

consists only of tangible, personal bodily and/or financial 

harm to person or property. The person claiming 

damages must prove to an impartial jury that the claimed 

damages exist before ordering punishment or restitution. 

Preamble 

All legislation must contain a preamble that identifies 

what part of this Constitution authorizes the legislation 

and how the proposed legislation improves THIS CITY and 

the larger political jurisdiction the proposal shall govern. 

State the Specific Penalty 

All legislation that does not specifically state a penalty for 

punishing violators and does not specify the manner by 

which to fund its enforcement is unenforceable. A range 
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of penalties shall not exist. An honest Justice System is 

not a lottery. The penalty for the same prohibited action 

must be identical regardless of who commits the offense. 

An individual convicted of the same type of crime, after a 

prior conviction for that type of crime may receive a 

harsher penalty, also detailed within that law, specifying 

the penalty for a repeat offender against that law. 

One Issue 

All proposed legislation shall contain only one clearly 

defined issue, which shall be the title for that legislation. 

Requires Yes-Vote to Pass 

All proposed legislation shall be worded in such a manner 

that a —Yes– or Consenting- Vote favors the proposed 

change. 

Expiration Date 

All proposed legislation shall contain a fixed date by 

which the proposal must pass, or it dies. It shall also 

include a specific date for automatic review for re-

instating it. If not enacted by the deadline, it shall 

automatically fail. If not re-enacted prior to the expiration 

date it dies as if actively repealed. 

To Get on the Ballot 

To get Proposed Legislation on the Ballot: The original 

petition to submit items for legislative vote must attain 

signatures from at least fifty percent of the total number 

of registered voters. This makes those initiating the 

proposal fully responsible for educating voters about that 

item. An alternative is to circulate a Petition/Ballot that 

serves as a petition as well as the final ballot where the 
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voter’s signatures signify a yes/consenting vote, in which 

case it requires two-thirds of the total body of registered 

voters sign. A public notary must verify that each signer is 

a registered voter. 

Worded Identically to Advance 

To advance legislation into progressively larger political 

jurisdictions, when passed within each smaller level 

jurisdiction it must be identical, including the penalty and 

manner of funding. 

Re-Introducing Failed Legislation 

To prevent failed legislation from being resubmitted too 

frequently: If any proposed Legislation fail to attain the 

two-thirds consent of the total body of THIS CITY’s 

registered voters the proposed Legislation shall fail. If 

resubmitted for vote in any following voting cycle, the 

petition to resubmit it must contain at least two-thirds 

the total registered voter’s signatures indicating their 

consent. 

§ 7: Checks and Balances: 

By requiring proposed legislation to attain two-thirds or 

greater vote in both Houses, prior to enactment, the 

larger population centers are unable to control the 

smaller ones; which also prevents the more-numerous 

smaller population centers from controlling the larger-

but-fewer. 

Funding 

As for legislation enacted in only one town, only the 

people of that town shall fund and enforce it. 
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§ 8: Equal Media Time: 

Each publication or broadcasting business independently 

determines the space and/or time allotments within their 

respective coverage area. Whatever that organization 

decides for themselves, they must provide equal time 

and/or space for every candidate running for the same 

office during the same election. This also requires equal 

time and/or space for both sides (pro and con) of 

legislative proposals. To maintain the freedom of the 

press, the media owners may choose to provide no media 

time or space for any political purpose or vote. However, 

if they provide media for one side of the argument or for 

one candidate where there is more than one in the 

race—that media outlet must provide equal time and/or 

space for the other candidates or sides of the question 

who present their candidacy or differing position on an 

issue. 

§ 9: Campaigns and Debates: 

The political jurisdiction holding the election sponsors 

question-and-answer forums and debates, which must 

include all registered candidates willing to participate. 

Candidates not participating in the forum disqualify 

themselves from that election cycle, except as a write-in 

candidate.  

Fulfilling these forums prohibit all candidates, including 

write-in candidates, from buying advertising. 

The largest political jurisdiction holding the election shall 

organize and fund the forum. The political jurisdiction, in 

order to provide equal opportunity for candidates to 

attend each forum, the political jurisdiction must at least 

provide ground transportation for each candidate to and 
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from the closest city hall office serving the candidate's 

official place of voting residence and the location where 

the forums take place. 

The jurisdiction sponsoring the debates solicits questions 

from the people within the political jurisdiction. 

The moderator organizes the questions according to 

topic, asking the question(s) best soliciting information on 

the topic. During each forum, the moderator allows equal 

time for each candidate to respond. Time allotment may 

differ from question to question. Candidates do not hear 

responses from other candidates until after moderator 

asks all the questions in this forum’s first half.  

Candidates, in the forum’s second half, may challenge 

and debate other candidates on specific topics, with the 

moderator also timing the debates according to the time 

requested and agreed to by the candidates prior to each 

debate. Each phase shall run until complete, in marathon 

fashion, with a single ten-minute break every hour. 

All question-and-answer sessions and debates shall be 

video and audio recorded for broadcasting over radio, 

television, cable, dish, Internet, transcribed for print 

publication, or reproduced into any other forms that the 

people might amend into this Constitution. The recorded 

audio/video footage and transcripts from the question 

and answer forums and debates, in their entirety, shall 

also be commercially available for sale to the public. The 

proceeds from selling copies of the recorded forums and 

debates, as well as revenue from advertisers during the 

breaks while broadcasting and publishing help fund the 

these forums. 
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§ 10: Elimination Voting: 

Should this election process encourage an unusually large 

number of candidates, several elimination-voting rounds 

shall occur. Sixty days after each round of question and 

answer debate forum, an elimination vote takes place. To 

reduce candidate numbers after each voting round, the 

candidates in the top twenty percent receiving the 

highest vote-count advance to the next round of 

question-and-answer forums, debates, and voting until 

one candidate (or the required number of candidates) to 

fill the vacant seat(s), acquires two-thirds or more votes 

of the total body of THIS CITY’s registered voters. 

§ 11: Polling Station Hours: 

All polling stations within the same political jurisdiction 

that span only one time zone shall open and close at the 

same time so that they remain open during the same 

twenty-four hour period. 

For political jurisdictions that include multiple time zones, 

all polling stations shall open according to the hour of the 

earliest time zone and shall close according to the hour of 

the latest time zone so all polling stations remain open 

the same twenty-four hours, plus one hour for each time 

zone added. 

§ 12: Method of Voting: 

Voters must use hand-marked paper ballots, requiring an 

ink mark in the appropriate box for candidate elections, 

legislative proposals, and all other balloted items. 

All ballots must remain in public view from the time the 

voter places it into a transparent tumbler, through the 

time that the final vote tally yields the same totals three 
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consecutive times, certified complete by the official vote 

counters, and not less than an additional twenty-four 

hours after the lawfully allotted time to contest the vote 

count ends. 

To save time counting votes, ensure enough ballots are in 

the tumbler to provide an initial level of voter privacy; 

one hour after the first ballot enters the tumbler, the 

ballot counting starts.  

One of the official vote-counters draws each ballot from 

the tumbler in public view, at random, one at a time, 

placing each ballot on an overhead projector so that the 

official vote-counters and the public may discuss and 

record the results. This allows the public and candidates 

credibly to challenge the official count. See Broadcasting-

Publishing Vote Results below. 

The natural hazard of absentee and early ballots is their 

openness to fraud. These ballots are not in public view 

the entire time after the ballot is marked and submitted. 

To reduce potential fraud, absentee and early voters 

must have their ballot notarized at the time of mailing or 

upon delivery in person to the local town office. In this 

manner, their name may be marked as having already 

voted; or so that the individual may change their vote if 

they obtain critical information that may require such 

alterations; allowing a voter to destroy and replace an 

early before voting day. 

§ 13: The Tally-Sheet: 

The Tally-Sheet information must include... 

Total number of registered voters. . . . . .  START  _______ 

Registered voters serving any part of sentence during 
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voting day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. MINUS _______ 

Registered voters, who, the twelve months prior to voting 

day, receive government assistance. . . . MINUS  _______ 

Total Number of Countable Votes. . . .. EQUALS _______ 

--- 

Absentee ballots cast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... START  _______ 

Early ballots cast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLUS  _______ 

Ballots cast in person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. PLUS  _______ 

Total Ballots Cast at Polling Stations . . ..EQUALS  _______ 

--- 

Vote marks extending into more than one box. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . START  _______ 

Ballots with no mark in box . . . . . . . . . . . . . PLUS  _______ 

Total number of countable registered voters who did not 

go to the polling station. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PLUS  _______ 

Total Not-Consenting Votes. . . . . . . . . . EQUALS _______ 

--- 

Pass or Fail Calculations for First House Non-Candidate 

Ballots 

Total Countable Registered Voters.. . . .  EQUALS _______ 

Total Non- or Not-Consenting Votes. . . . MINUS _______ 

If Total Not-Consenting Votes exceed two-thirds of Total 

Countable Registered Voters, it automatically fails. 

If Total Not-Consenting Votes are less than two-thirds of 

Total Countable Registered Voters; the ballots cast are 
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tallied as either Consenting or Not-Consenting.  

If the total votes cast as Consenting are less than the total 

Non-Consenting Votes, the item Fails, lacking Consent. 

The balloted item passes only when the total number of 

Consenting votes exceeds two-thirds the total number of 

Countable Registered Voters. 

----- 

Pass or Fail Calculations for First House Candidate 

Ballots 

Candidate Elections are similar to the Non-Candidate 

Ballots. However, electing a candidate into office, the 

elected candidate must first obtain more votes than any 

other candidates running for that same office during that 

same election. Additionally, the successful candidate will 

have received more than two-thirds Consenting Vote 

from two-thirds the total number of Registered Voters; if 

not, an new election must be completed.  

----- 

The courts and jails must provide a log of inmate’s names 

as of voting day for the Official Vote Counters. 

Government Assistance/Welfare Offices shall provide a 

recipient’s list, current to Election Day to the Official Vote 

Counters. 

The official vote-counters shall transmit the official tally-

sheets from their voting precinct to the appropriate 

executive office of each next-larger political jurisdiction 

for cumulative tallying; eventually ending in the largest 

appropriate political jurisdiction. 

If the proposed legislation or candidate does not receive 
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the minimum-required two-thirds consenting vote of the 

total number of registered voters, as set forth in this 

Constitution, the proposal shall not pass and/or the 

candidate shall not take office. 

§ 14: Broadcasting-Publishing Vote Results: 

Early broadcasting or publishing of the actual, exit poll 

predictions, the numbers or percentages of party voters, 

or predicted or actual voting results in any form until 

twenty-four hours after the polls officially close is a 

felony and Breach of this Constitution. 

§ 15: Enacting Legislation: 

All legislative votes begin in the First House with the 

people in the smallest-level political jurisdictions (cities, 

towns, and villages) regardless of the level of political 

jurisdiction that the proposed legislation might eventually 

govern. 

Proposed legislation passes in the First House of the 

smallest-level political jurisdiction when two-thirds or 

more of the total number of registered voters vote —

Yes– Consenting on the proposal. 

The Second House Vote For each city, town, or village 

shall automatically be —Yes– when two-thirds or more of 

the total number of registered voters of the First House 

of that city, town, or village approve the proposed 

legislation. 

The First House tally-sheet and Second House vote tallies 

from each lower level political jurisdiction shall 

accompany a copy of each legislative proposal, whether it 

passes or fails. The lower level jurisdiction transmits this 
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package to the next-larger level political jurisdiction. 

Each next-larger level jurisdiction’s executive office 

accumulates, tracks, coordinates, and adds the votes 

regarding lower-level legislation and determines whether 

that legislation passes in the larger political jurisdiction, 

according to the rules of this Constitution. 

Each political jurisdiction keeps a copy of the legislative 

package and vote tallies for their records as they send the 

package to the next-larger political jurisdiction. 

When the proposed legislation passes in both Houses of 

the next-larger political jurisdiction, the larger jurisdiction 

shall send the legislative copies to all lower levels to 

inform them that the legislation now affects that entire 

larger-level political jurisdiction. 

This legislative process advances into each progressively 

larger political jurisdiction as detailed above. 

If the legislation remains unchanged as it advances into 

each larger jurisdiction, the smaller jurisdiction’s people 

need not vote on the issue with each advance. If the 

legislation changes the smaller jurisdictions must vote on 

those changes if the proposed legislation has not already 

passed in both Houses of the larger political jurisdiction 

without including the vote count of those jurisdictions 

not yet voting on changes. 

In order to enact proposed legislation to a specific 

political jurisdiction, both Houses of that jurisdiction must 

attain two-thirds or more —Yes– votes. Without the 

required two-thirds majority, the proposal fails and it is 

not enforceable in the lower-level political jurisdictions 

that passed it, unless the lower levels enact the proposed 
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legislation with a stipulation to allow its enforcement, 

even if it failed to pass in the larger jurisdiction. To enact 

legislation to a specific level political jurisdiction, the 

proposed legislation shall state a specific date by which to 

enact the proposal. If not enacted by that set date, it 

automatically fails. If political jurisdictions join or secede 

while a vote is in progress—those changes in jurisdictions 

shall be included in the calculations just as adding and 

removing registered voters alters the calculation in the 

First House. 

This process does not guarantee or require that every 

lawful resident approve the proposed legislation. It 

promotes the greatest participation by the people to 

improve each proposal before it advances into each 

larger political jurisdiction. 

This process eliminates the rule of the few over the 

many, where indirect legislative representatives migrate 

toward refusing to represent their constituents while 

focusing on their personal gain. 

This process must also allow free citizens, united in a 

political union to withdraw their vote, if done so prior to 

the final calculation and ratification of the balloted item 

or candidate. 

§ 16: Electing Officials: 

For every election, or run-off elimination election, a 

single ballot shall issue with every candidate listed. 

Candidate names shall appear on the ballot in random 

order so that each candidate appears in different parts of 

the ballot as equally as practical. Ballots shall not contain 

any political party affiliation, prior offices titles, or any 
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other identification for any candidate, other than their 

name. 

The Governed People, via two-thirds of the total body of 

THIS CITY’s registered voters, shall directly elect the 

executive and judicial officers for their respective political 

jurisdictions via the Two-House System. 

The candidate who takes office must receive two-thirds 

or more of the votes from the total number of registered 

voters from within that political jurisdiction. In this way, 

the people are not obligated to Vote For the lesser of 

evils. 

If no candidate receives more than two-third or more 

votes from the total registered voters, the executive 

and/or judicial officer shall order a new election. The new 

ballot shall list all new candidates; which excludes the 

candidate names printed on the original ballot, but may 

include write-in candidates who accept a nomination. 

The elected officials, within their branch and political 

jurisdiction shall work together to successfully carry out 

the duties approved by law while also working on the 

plans and promises they proposed while campaigning. 

The voters approve candidate promises up to the point 

that those proposals do not conflict with this Constitution 

or already-enacted legislation. Such voter approval allows 

officials to develop plans concerning the amount and 

manner for funding and implementation of the promised 

projects. Before initiating those projects, the government 

official must attain additional legislative approval. 

§ 17: Standard Term Limits: 

Standard Term Limits are two, six-year terms for 
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Executive and Judicial Officers, with a person serving in 

the same political office no longer than twelve years in 

the same political jurisdiction. Ideally, but not required, 

the people might promote, via election, their best-

qualified leaders from within the smaller political 

jurisdictions into the larger political jurisdictions in both 

the executive and judicial offices.  

§ 18: Political Retirement Benefits: 

There shall be no retirement benefits once the person 

leaves office; except for Active-Duty military services, so 

long as they have served the equivalent of at least twenty 

years non-wartime on active duty and/or at least one 

year during war-time. 

§ 19: Heirloom Offices: 

At least three generations should separate other family 

members who served in the same political office, 

jurisdiction, and government level that the candidate 

seeks. This reduces the ease by which political office and 

power become family heirlooms. The two-thirds vote 

requirement helps reduce the likelihood of political office 

and power becoming family heirlooms. 

§ 20: Grant of Authority: 

Upon election, executive and judicial officers obtain the 

lawful authority to act on the people’s behalf within their 

respective political jurisdictions but only so far as the 

respective Constitution/s and enacted legislation permits. 

An election shall not automatically grant authority for an 

official to enforce or otherwise complete campaign 

promises that conflict with the Constitution or enacted 

legislative authority. Without constitutional authority for 
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their actions, elected officials risk recall from office and 

prosecution for treason. The people may grant or revoke 

any political powers via their Sovereign Authority and 

legislative actions, which shall become effective upon 

enactment. This alters the powers of any official in office 

at the time of enactment. 

§ 21: Emergencies: 

The executive and/or judicial officers of the affected 

political jurisdiction may call an emergency legislative 

session for situations where existing legislation does not 

already grant to them the required authority to resolve 

those situations. If a politician abuses this Emergencies 

clause, the people reserve the right to remove that 

politician from office, and/or to nullify unjust acts, 

resolutions, contracts, etc. initiated by those politicians. 

§ 22: Impeachments and Recalls: 

The majority vote of the total body of registered voters 

holds the sole power to initiate impeachment and recall 

trials, whether the official is elected, hired, appointed, or 

under contract with the government. 

Petitions shall state, in less than 200 words, the cause(s) 

for the impeachment or recall, the remedy sought, and 

obtain signatures from at least fifty percent of the total 

registered voters for ordering a special election to 

remove the named official, and/or contract, or other acts 

where the official unjustly obligated the people. 

The petitions shall submit the signed petitions to the 

executive officer in the next-larger political jurisdiction; 

or if already at the largest political jurisdiction, submitted 

to the chief officer in the government branch not named 
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in the petition. 

An alternate method of recall and enacting legislation is 

via the Petition-Ballot. This ballot is circulated among the 

body of registered voters to acquire their voting-

signature, which must clearly state that what they sign is 

a Petition-Ballot and acquires two-thirds or more voting-

signatures the ballot content becomes law. Petition-

Ballots must also pass the “To secure [our] rights, our 

governments derive their just powers from the Consent 

of the Governed” test. 

Petition or Petition-Ballot signatures, when verified 

within ten days of original submission, the vote for the 

emergency ballot for that political jurisdiction must 

complete within thirty days of original submission. 

The Impeachment or Recall Ballot must also provide a 

200-word rebuttal space from the official subject to the 

recall, justifying their actions. 

The recall and impeachment vote holds to the same two-

thirds standard as that required for originally electing 

candidates. 

§ 23: Repeal and Amendments: 

Repeal of and Amendments to this Constitution shall not 

become effective until the required three-fourths vote of 

both Houses of the political jurisdiction to which the 

legislation elevated also approves the proposed 

amendment or repeal. 

§ 24: Other Powers: 

The appropriate political jurisdictions to which any 

enacted legislations has attained will approve taxation in 
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both the budgeted amounts and the manner collected, 

determine the wages and benefits for their respective 

elected officials, grant pardons, and all other duties as 

legislators of right may do according to the Rule of Law 

that This Founding Charter & Constitution establishes. 

§ 25: Risks: 

All citizens collectively risk their lives, fortunes, and/or 

honor in wartime. The governed and registered to vote 

Citizens of the political jurisdiction shall be the ones who 

decide what wars to initiate, join, or continue defending, 

so long as to not violate the powers honorably  granted 

to a larger political jurisdiction to which THIS CITY is a 

member. 

§ 26: Benefits: 

The people of the cities, towns, villages, and upward, 

become aware of legislation as it happens, because it 

works its way up from smaller jurisdictions into the 

larger. 

This legislative system employs far fewer people in 

government offices and agencies by abolishing the 

elected legislative branch in all political jurisdictions. It 

nearly eliminates the entire cost of legislative staff and 

most of the operating expenses while also abolishing 

wasteful political spending. This single step redirects 

billions of otherwise wasted tax dollars at the national 

level into worthy projects and programs, as well as 

allowing taxpayers to retain a greater percentage of their 

wages, income, and other financial reserves. 

Legislation, written for easy comprehension, without the 

need for legal translators or specialized dictionaries, 
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guarantees The Constitutional Rule of Law. Therefore, all 

words defined in any law shall be in accord with the 

Common-Use definitions that existed as close to and just 

prior to the dates submitted for vote. This legislative 

system reduces court overload from people who violate 

laws that they either do not know about or do not 

comprehend.  

For words not defined in this Constitution, a common-use 

dictionary of the time just prior to submission for vote to 

ratify this Constitution shall define those terms. 

Where this Constitution defines specific terms, those 

definitions shall apply to legislation enacted in fulfilment 

of this Constitution. 

Legislation slowly advances into larger political 

jurisdictions, which allows improvements to occur in the 

lower levels where it costs less to implement and test 

those changes. 

The requirement for attaining two-thirds or more of the 

total number of registered votes prevents smaller groups 

of a political jurisdiction from passing special-interest 

legislation behind closed doors. It requires the greatest 

degree of publicity and voter participation and consent 

before proposed legislation or a candidate becomes 

official. 

§ 27: Voting Holidays: 

For Voting, there shall be four days set aside as local 

holidays, one for each quarter of the year. These days 

shall replace four other national holidays. 

Article 6: Executive Branch 
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§ 1: Qualifications: 

Minimum Qualifications for the Elected Executive offices 

for THIS CITY: shall be thirty-five years old, a lawful citizen 

of the united States of America and the State of Arizona, 

as well and lawful resident of THIS CITY for at least the 

fourteen years immediately prior to the election. This 

excludes elections for THIS CITY’s first fourteen years. 

No candidate shall have multiple citizenships or loyalties 

with any foreign countries or cultures, which include 

hyphenated Americans (such as but not limited to; any 

foreign country- or culture-American). Either you remain 

solely loyal to the united States of America, the State of 

Arizona, Cochise County, and THIS CITY, or not. This, in no 

way prohibits a person from enjoying their cultural 

heritage, so long as there is no violation of the laws of 

THIS CITY, Cochise County, State of Arizona, or The United 

States of America made in pursuance of their respective 

constitutions and The unanimous Declaration. This design 

prevents elected Officers from holding loyalties to those 

traditions that may influence actions contrary to this 

Constitution. 

When registering as a candidate for office, the candidate 

must prove their qualification for the office. Proof is 

limited only to what this Constitution requires. That proof 

shall be available for public inspection. The candidate 

shall provide an official copy of their certificate of live 

birth, and/or naturalization papers, as this relates to age 

and citizenship. The successful candidate shall also have 

passed the required tests relating to this Constitution and 

contracts named herein to ensure the candidate fully 

comprehends those contracts. The Constitution Testing 
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shall be the same for every elected, hired and appointed 

government office, agency, or department. 

§ 2: Duties: 

Without regard to social-economic class and to ensure 

social stability the executive officers, without bias, shall 

impartially enforce all laws, work to establish approved 

programs, and complete approved projects that do not 

conflict with this Constitution. Where conflict occurs, the 

Executive officer shall consult with the Judicial Branch via 

the jury system. If the Jury finds conflict, they shall 

recommend that the Legislative Branch amend or repeal 

it. The legislation in question shall remain enforceable 

until such time the Legislative Branch amends, repeals, or 

desires to make no changes. 

No executive officer shall possess any legislative powers. 

No Executive Orders shall be issued that possess the 

power of law to influence the citizen' actions or to punish 

them where no lawfully passed legislation exists on that 

topic. 

The executive title and other duties shall be those 

defined by the appropriate constitution/s to the political 

jurisdiction served, as well as campaign promises made 

by the executive officer that do not conflict with any 

contracts named in this Constitution. 

THIS CITY’s Executive Office helps protect the people’s 

rights against unjust infringement, whether by individuals 

or other political forces, as well as maintains good 

standing with other political jurisdictions within the 

united States of America. 

§ 3: Vacancies: 
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The candidate who receives the consenting votes from at 

least two-thirds of THIS CITY’s total body of registered 

voters is the City Manager for THIS CITY. Regardless of 

political party, the Assistant City Manager shall have 

received the second-highest vote count. The Assistant 

takes over the City Manager’s position upon his death, 

incapacitation, or removed from office by the people. As 

the assistant, this person keeps up to date on all matters 

regarding THIS CITY’s political jurisdiction. 

Article 7: Judicial Branch: 

§ 1: Qualifications: 

Judicial officers (judges, prosecutors, and defense 

attorneys) for THIS CITY shall be at least thirty-five years 

old and lived in the united States of America and THIS CITY 

at least fourteen consecutive years just prior to the 

election. The exemption from this applies for the first 14 

years of THIS CITY. These qualifications shall not impair 

those residents who founded THIS CITY. 

§ 2: Multiple Jurisdictions: 

Prior to setting the trial date, the Judicial Officer for THIS 

CITY’s Court shall send notice to each of the larger 

political jurisdictions within which THIS CITY is a member 

(county, state, federal courts, etc.) so that they may sit in 

on and take part in any trial within THIS CITY’s court. 

§ 3: Jury: 

Each Jury is no more than eighteen members from among 

the THIS CITY’s Body of Lawful Residents, lawfully 

registered to vote within THIS CITY as provided by this 
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Constitution. 

Jury members are chosen from the voter registration list 

in the jurisdiction where the crime occurred. The 

presiding judge, the prosecuting attorney, and the 

defense shall verify the names of all the qualified voters; 

placing the names in a tumbler. Each of the three parties 

shall draw twelve names. From the thirty-six names 

drawn, each party may remove up to six, for cause. The 

eighteen remaining jurors shall draw twelve names from 

a hat to determine which will serve as the primary jury 

and which as the replacement jurors. Exemptions as to 

the number of jurors will hold for at least three years or 

until THIS CITY grows; which means that initially the jury 

may consist only of the judge and several volunteer jurors 

from the surrounding community until the population 

grows. 

Until the population grows to include up to eighteen 

jurors, all cases may be appealed into the County-Level 

Court. After there are at least eighteen jurors, a case tried 

by a jury within THIS CITY shall not be retried except in 

such instances as detailed throughout this Constitution. 

All eighteen jurors shall sit through the entire trial until 

discharged by the court. In addition to legislatively 

approved compensation, all those serving jury duty (for 

any length of time) shall receive waivers from the court, 

which bill collectors and employers in this constitution’s 

political jurisdiction shall honor. The waiver extends the 

juror's bills one-month (extended one month at a time for 

longer trials) postponing payments without penalty or 

added interest, and without negative mention on any 

credit report. Employers shall not adversely affect the 
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juror’s wages or work status because of jury service. 

In both criminal and non-criminal cases, the jury shall 

have twelve members who decide the verdict. Juries shall 

hear only one case at a time, through to the final verdict. 

Previous exemptions on the number of jurors still apply. 

THIS CITY’s Executive Branch shall transport Jurors to and 

from the trial, if not within THIS CITY’s geographical 

boundaries. This may not be initially applicable if the 

county within which THIS CITY is located has not yet 

adopted a version of this constitution. 

In order to register to vote, the person must be available 

for jury duty when called. More than three consecutive 

refusals to sit on a jury shall disqualify that person from 

voting. Two-thirds of the total body of registered voters 

may remove this disqualification in the same manner as 

required testing new voters.  

The defendant must take the stand. Once there, the court 

(judge, prosecutor, and defense) must inform the 

defendant of their right to not testimony or give evidence 

that might convict them. If they choose to answer any 

question, it does not obligate them to answer any other 

questions. Defense Counsel may and should advise their 

client regarding each question as to whether it could 

incriminate them. Defense Counsel should be alongside 

their client during questioning for off the record 

confidential sidebars for advising their defendant on each 

question. 

Jurors must be the type of person that they would like 

sitting in the Jury Box if they were accused of a crime that 

they claim they did not commit. Jurors also must be the 
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type of juror they would like to have sitting in the Jury 

Box if they were the victim. 

Jurors must live with their verdict. Therefore, each juror 

must carefully balance those two positions. Victims can 

be mistaken, just as investigators have accused innocent 

people. 

A juror's task is never as easy as the evidence or lack 

thereof might indicate. The jury must try the law to see if 

the law has constitutional footing. The juror first must 

decide if a crime was in fact committed. Then, the juror 

must decide whether the accused person is the one who 

actually committed the crime.  

Juries do not possess the power to nullify laws. They have 

the power to recommend to the Legislative Branch that 

they create, amend, or repeal a law—but they cannot 

nullify the law. Jury Nullification destroys the Rule of Law 

by allowing a small part of society to exercise personal 

biases in the legislative process. 

As a juror, each has the duty to ask questions during the 

trial to clarify evidence or testimony, take notes, review 

evidence and testimony, and to call or recall witnesses as 

needed. 

During Jury-selection, the only questions asked of a 

potential juror are: Do you have personal knowledge 

about the crime committed? [If so, this person should be 

among the witnesses]. What is your association with the 

defendant and the other members of the court [judge, 

prosecutor, defense attorney]? Looking for biases. 

§ 4: Duties: 

udges shall oversee all criminal and non-criminal cases to 
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maintain order in the courtroom. An impartial Jury shall 

determine the verdict in every case. 

The courts shall not legislate in any manner whatsoever. 

This prohibits using precedence (prior court decisions) to 

determine a present case. This prohibits using Judicial 

Review, which is an unjust court power not granted to 

the courts. 

Juries alone shall decide the guilt or culpability in every 

criminal and every non-criminal case, based on the case’s 

own merits and regardless of the severity of accusation or 

the penalty in question. 

Without regard as to social-economic class, ensuring 

social stability, juries, impartially and without bias, shall 

decide each case based on the evidence and testimony 

presented. Judges, impartially and without bias, shall 

sentence the convicted person according to the Rule of 

Law, as stated within the law. Without that penalty 

stated within the law, for violating that law, there shall 

not have been a crime committed. 

In all criminal cases, the defense council, judges and 

prosecutors shall make sure that the accused person 

knows their rights and the limited powers granted to the 

government regarding those rights. The accused person’s 

rights remain free of government violations, while also 

equally protecting the victim’s rights. 

In non-criminal and criminal cases, in open court, the 

prosecution and defense attorneys shall assist the judge 

in ensuring that the opposing parties comprehend the 

laws pertaining to their case. This process does not 

prohibit any party from obtaining independent legal 
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counsel in either criminal or non-criminal cases. 

Each larger-level judicial jurisdiction is the appellate court 

for the next-smaller level judicial jurisdiction. Each court 

shall retain original jurisdiction for all cases resulting from 

issues and legislation elevated to their jurisdiction. 

§ 5: Presumed Innocent: 

In both criminal and non-criminal cases, the accused or 

the defendant is innocent until a jury finds the accused 

guilty or culpable. 

§ 6: Court Costs and Frivolous Cases: 

Except in cases where juries decide that the case is 

frivolous, all court costs, in all cases, criminal and non-

criminal, regardless of guilt, culpability, or not, shall be 

paid by the governed people from the jurisdiction's 

Judicial Fund where the trial shall occur. This provides to 

those lacking the financial means with the ability to seek 

justice via the courts. 

Every jury shall have the option to decide whether a case 

is frivolous or not. If a jury decides a case is frivolous the 

jury may charge predetermined and published court costs 

to a particular party, whether the judge, prosecuting 

counsel, defense attorney, the plaintiff(s), and/or the 

defendant(s) who did not contest the case as frivolous. 

The party bringing the frivolous case to court shall serve 

the cost in jail or community service; basing the 

calculation on the national hourly minimum wage so that 

the value of one hour’s pay equals one day in jail or 

community service. 

§ 7: Jury Recommendation: 
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Where a specific type of crime increases, the jury may 

recommend to the Legislative Branch that they increase 

the penalty where the crime in question violates other 

people’s rights. Otherwise, the jury may recommend 

amending or repealing the law if the criminal accusation 

resulted from the acts between consenting adults or if 

the actions do not harm others or their property. 

Jury recommendations for altering or repealing current 

laws shall not alter any case prior to the possible 

legislative changes. 

When the people, through their legislative duties, repeal 

a law, they free all the people incarcerated for that 

offense from serving any more time associated with that 

act. It does not alter any other sentences for other 

convicted actions. 

Any law that makes an act illegal, that was previously 

legal, shall not be enforceable on any person who 

committed the act before the people enacted the new 

law. 

Article 8: Open Records: 

§ 1: All Government Meetings, Records, Acts: 

All government meetings, records, acts, and judicial 

proceedings in all branches and all government levels 

under this Constitution shall be open and available to any 

governed citizen and to the press at a reproduction fee 

no higher than that charged by a commercial entity for 

the same type of reproduction. Secrecy in government 

breeds corruption, contempt, and distrust. There shall be 

no exceptions. 
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§ 2: Rights and Immunities: 

The citizens of each jurisdiction under this Constitution 

are free to enjoy all rights and immunities common to all 

citizens within the united States of America, Arizona’s 

citizens, Cochise County residents, and THIS CITY’s other 

residents. 

§ 3: Escaped Convict: 

A convicted person fleeing one jurisdiction into another 

shall be subject to return on demand by the executive 

officer of the jurisdiction whence the person fled. 

§ 4: Form of Government: 

This Constitution shall guarantee to every resident in THIS 

CITY a Direct Bicameral Legislative Democracy, as detailed 

in this Constitution. The people exercise their Sovereign 

Authority via the democratic process and by electing their 

respective Officers into the Executive and Judicial 

Branches of the Republic Form of Government. 

Article 9: Debts Prior to Enactment: 

§ 1: Lawful Debts: 

Treaties, debts, contracts, engagements, obligations, or 

trade agreements, entered into by the representatives 

prior to this Constitution where those representatives 

properly presented to the governed people; as required 

by The unanimous Declaration of the united States of 

America, 1776, via this grievance:  

“For imposing taxes on us without our consent” 

And which obtains the authority of those governed 

and/or where Constitutional authority existed, these 



 
224 

debts shall be honored. 

§ 2: Unlawful Debts: 

Where the debt obligations entered into by the 

representatives prior to this Constitution were not 

properly presented to the people to obtain their 

authority, and where no Constitutional authority existed, 

those representatives who consented to that debt are 

personally liable for repaying that debt. Under this 

Constitution, on a case-by-case basis, the people may, 

after-the-fact authorize those acts or debts or to bring 

any living representative to trial for violating their oath of 

office and/or for treason. 

Article 10: Added Political Restrictions 

§ 1: Religion: 

THIS CITY prohibits religious buildings within THIS CITY’s 

political jurisdiction. The people prohibit their 

government officials from infringing upon their right to 

worship their chosen god in their own homes, so long as 

the home does not become an overt religious meeting 

place for non-resident family members. 

Free exercise does not permit breaking laws in a religion’s 

name or any god’s name; nor does this exempt any 

religion or member thereof from paying any taxes 

according to the same rules that apply to all other 

business or all other individuals. 

§ 2: Speech, Press, Assembly, Petition: 

No laws or other government actions shall abridge the 

freedom of speech, press, or the people’s right to 
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assemble peaceably, or to petition for a redress of 

grievances, circulating ballot-petitions among themselves 

to alter their government’s powers. This does not allow 

riotous assembling that shouts threats of violence, 

blocking lawful business activity, or other associated 

violent actions. This also does not allow for gathering in 

places that impede public safety (such as, blocking 

sidewalks or streets). 

Speaking, printing, or broadcasting threats of violence, 

libel or slander violates other people’s rights. The person 

harmed is responsible for seeking restitution via the 

courts. 

The line that separates harassment freedom of speech 

must settle conflicts between one person’s right to speak 

with another’s right to not hear or not receive physical 

harm from that speech. Common courtesy, the volume of 

the exchange, the venue where the exchange occurs, and 

whether the words target a specific person or merely 

overheard by one from other conversations, among other 

factors, helps clarify the difference.  

Speech is talking; press, written and/or spoken; as are 

petitions. Each form is an expression. Expression includes 

many other actions (such as, murder, theft, assault, and 

others acts) that are illegal and unlawful by their very 

nature, which unjustly violates other people’s rights.  

§ 3: Arms: 

The people prohibit our government officials from 

infringing upon our right to keep and bear arms. As with 

all other rights, when a convicted person pays their debt 

in full, according to the law, that person's rights shall be 
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fully reinstated in accord with this Constitution.  

The punishment for criminal activity that uses a weapon 

or threat of a weapon shall be three-times that as if the 

same crime were committed without a weapon or threat 

of a weapon. During the same criminal act, harming more 

than one person, each person harmed constitutes a 

separate offense within the same event.  

Defending self, family, others, and property —when 

proven, shall not be a crime. 

Requiring a person to pass weapons-safety classes from 

reputable businesses that teach the proper weapon use, 

care, and maintenance are not an infringement on the 

right to keep or bear any arms. Weapons-safety classes 

are a public safety measure and a well-regulated militia. 

Other public safety measures include individuals pass 

tests before operating vehicles in public; testing a 

prospective parent on properly care for a child before 

becoming a parent; proper comprehension about what 

powers our governments may rightly possess before 

becoming a voter.  

The people may amend into this Constitution according 

to the rules for amending this Constitution, other similar 

restrictions on individual rights where exercising those 

rights unjustly infringe upon other people’s rights. Some 

occupations that require similar testing include medicine, 

mechanics, utilities, hazardous occupations, etc. 

§ 4: Militia: 

Well-regulated, professionally trained militias; necessary 

to maintain the security of a Free City, County, State, and 

Nation; Citizens forming Private Militias remain subject to 
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this Constitution and other constitutions listed herein, as 

well as the political jurisdiction’s laws wherein they meet. 

Private militia and State militia are subject to service the 

people of the united States of America, the State, County, 

and City wherein they organize and train; and when 

called into service, the political jurisdiction requiring their 

service shall compensate militia members at the same 

pay rate as the regular military and/or police force. 

§ 5: Soldiers, Quartering: 

During peacetime, the people prohibit soldiers or other 

government officials from quartering on any property 

without the owner and lawful occupant consent. During 

wartime, quartering soldiers and other government 

officials shall be in the manner prescribed by law or as 

amended into this Constitution. 

§ 6: Personal Security: 

The right of the people to be secure in their person, 

houses, business, transportation, papers, banking, 

communications, and other effects, whether electronic, 

written or other modes; against unreasonable searches 

and seizures shall not be violated. No warrants shall issue 

but upon probable cause that a crime was committed, 

which must be supported by oath or affirmation naming 

those who witnessed the crime, particularly describing 

the place or persons to be searched, and the persons or 

things to be seized. The people prohibit our government 

from violating any part of this Constitution during 

peacetime or during war.  

Probable cause is not sufficient to allow an automatic 

search without a warrant.  The people authorize our 
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government officials to conduct searches for the sole 

purpose and only done sufficient to reduce a clear and 

present threat of violence in order to obtain a warrant for 

additional probable-cause searches. The government 

official conducting the search must possess an accurate 

description of and/or a lawful warrant for the person 

searched; otherwise, the search is unreasonable. 

Any items discovered during the disarming, unless 

identified as part of the crime, which is the purpose for 

which searching the person, shall not be cause to obtain a 

warrant for extra searching. 

Officers witnessing a crime in action should detain 

offenders and secure the area, making certain those 

apprehended are unarmed. Once detained and the area 

secure, the officers should obtain a proper warrant 

naming the person(s) and/or place(s) to be searched, and 

naming the person(s) and/or place(s) and/or thing(s) to 

be seized. Officers should also detain witnesses to 

acquires statements for the record. 

§ 7: Searches: 

The Court shall admit all evidence from searches without 

a warrant so long as the searchers receive prior written 

consent from the person searched or from the owner and 

occupant of the places searched. The written consent 

shall list the places to search, the items or persons 

sought, the persons or things to seize, and at least two 

independent witnesses or one notary to witness the 

signatures. 

All searches shall allow for counsel or other independent 

witnesses to be present should the person searched or 
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the property owner or occupant searched make such a 

request. 

Where used, the term legal guardian does not include 

teachers, preachers, babysitters or others who might 

have temporary care over a child. Without a court order, 

only the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) can search or grant 

permission to search a person who is not yet eighteen 

years old or who is not yet a legally emancipated minor. 

Even with a court order, the parents or the legal 

guardians must be present during the search—unless the 

youth is actively committing or fleeing an armed and/or 

otherwise violent crime. 

A minor, a person who is not an adult age or is not a 

lawfully emancipated minor may not lawfully authorize 

property or personal searches. Minors may not lawfully 

consent to a search without their parent(s) or legal 

guardian(s) present. In emergencies or rescues, the 

minors should direct officers to where assistance is 

required. Rendering such assistance is not cause for 

unrelated searches. 

§ 8: Found Evidence: 

Lawfully obtained evidence includes evidence found in 

public locations, without a warrant, that is not on private 

or commercial property.  

Private property locations such as rented or borrowed 

locker-space (whether from private or government 

facilities), requires a warrant. Government offices or 

operations shall be considered public, regardless of 

whether they lease or rent from a private or commercial 

entity. 
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The court (the judge, prosecutor, and defense) shall 

examine all evidence found through any search that 

violates this Constitution. The Court shall prosecute 

offending searchers for unlawful searches. On conviction, 

each person involved in an unlawful search shall serve a 

mandatory three-year sentence for violating each 

searched person’s rights. Each person or place unlawfully 

searched is a separate violation. 

§ 9: Return of Property: 

After the jury delivers their verdict, the court shall return 

all seized property to the rightful owner within thirty 

days. Provided the Jury finds the defendant innocent, the 

Court shall return all money seized, with interest, paid at 

the highest bank rate available to the public by any public 

banking establishment within the subject jurisdiction 

during the time government seized the money.  

The court shall return all stolen property to its rightful 

owner within thirty days after the trial concludes. In all 

other cases, where the jury delivers a guilty verdict, the 

next-larger political jurisdiction shall auction the seized 

property. The next-larger political jurisdiction officials 

shall advertise the seized items and shall sell the seized 

property at a public auction established by the people of 

the lower political jurisdiction.  

The receipts from selling seized property become part of 

the General Fund of the next-larger political jurisdiction 

that auctioned or sold the items. This prevents a political 

jurisdiction from unjustly seizing property to bolster their 

various funds. 

§ 10: Capital Crime: 
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Only a Grand Jury shall determine whether to detain a 

person while awaiting trial to answer for any crime.  

Twenty-four or more lawfully registered citizens, 

randomly selected, shall serve as a Grand Jury, with four-

fifths of the members required bind the accused over for 

trial. 

§ 11: Double Jeopardy: 

The people prohibit the government from trying a person 

for the same offences more than one time. Double 

Jeopardy includes a combination of criminal and non-

criminal accusations resulting from the same action. 

§ 12: Self-Incrimination: 

In any criminal or non-criminal case, any person, who 

forces another to be witnesses against themselves or to 

provide evidence that might incriminate them, is guilty of 

a capital crime.  

The people prohibit government personnel and other 

civilians from depriving others of life, liberty, or property 

without due process of law. 

§ 13: Eminent Domain, Civil Asset Forfeiture: 

The people prohibit our government officials from taking 

any property from the rightful owner, except in criminal 

and non-criminal prosecutions for which an impartial jury 

decides the defendant owes restitution. Taking private 

property for public use shall not be an option in a Free 

and Responsible Society. We prohibit our government 

officials from taking private land or other items from its 

rightful owner for public use except through taxation, 

equally applied to all others in the same political 
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jurisdiction according to the rule of law detailed in this 

Constitution and lawfully authorized by the people. The 

people are responsible for developing alternatives that 

do not involve taking private property without owner’s 

consent. 

We prohibit our governments from taking property from 

a person based on the faulty assumption that if criminals 

possess certain items or certain amounts of an item that 

any person in possessing the item or amount of the item 

is guilty or they might use those items for a crime. 

§ 14: Trial by Jury: 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused must receive a 

speedy and public trial by an impartial jury within the 

jurisdiction wherein the crime was committed. This 

prohibits plea-bargaining, as the only people who benefit 

from such bargains are the guilty and corrupted public 

officials. The law passed shall name the jurisdiction.  

The accused must receive a timely public trial by an 

impartial jury. This prohibits the accused from waiving 

this right and it prohibits the government from denying 

this right; which address this grievance in The unanimous 

Declaration:  

“For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of 

Trial by Jury:” 

With detainment or arrested, the officer shall inform the 

accused of the nature and cause for the detainment or 

arrest, as well as inform or reminded the individual that 

the government cannot force them to not offer evidence 

or testimony that might convict them. The accused 

retains the right to question witnesses against them, to 
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exercise the compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 

in their favor, and to have the assistance of independent 

counsel for their defense. 

§ 15: Revoking Immunity: 

Revoking immunity presently given to family members, 

clergy, lawyers, doctors, media, and others with regard to 

withholding information or evidence of crime is necessary 

in an Honorable Justice system to maintain a peaceable 

society. Though these people should help the individual 

in trouble, help does not include harboring or otherwise 

giving aid and comfort to fugitives by not disclosing illegal 

activity confessed to or otherwise made known to them, 

especially when those actions violate another’s rights or 

damage another’s property. Such immunity qualifies as 

treason as this provides aid and comfort to an enemy 

against the People, who can no longer enjoy their safety, 

security, life, liberty, property, or happiness. 

If someone reports a crime to you, including whether or 

not you are a religious leader, a doctor, a lawyer, or other 

previously exempted group, you become an accomplice 

unless you report that information to help the law 

enforcement agencies solve the crime. Let the criminals 

live with their own conscience about the crime.  

Planning, thinking about, writing about fictitious crime, or 

brainstorming about criminal activity shall not constitute 

criminal activity until the participant also commits the act 

or knowingly benefits from the criminal act. 

With Justice, the duty for all involved is to find out what 

the truth is as it relates to the crime or accusations at 

hand. If the prosecution finds evidence that may help 
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free the accused, they must present the information or 

evidence to the courts and jury. 

A defense counsel with information, including verbal, 

written, audio, video, or other form of confessions that 

may help convict their client, they must also submit that 

information or evidence to the courts. If the accused 

person does not repeat the confession before the jury, 

the confession, it prohibits the confession as evidence. 

However, evidence obtained because of the confession 

and in accord with the rule of Law of this Constitution 

because of that confession is evidence. 

§ 16: Long-Form Confession: 

Any confession by the accused shall detail the events of 

the crime committed in long-form, in open court, and 

before an impartial jury. A confession shall not diminish 

the penalty. 

§ 17: The Guilty but Insanity Plea: 

The Guilty but Insanity Plea, an automatic admission of 

guilt, shall be available for use by any accused person 

who chooses to use it. The person using this plea shall 

provide a long-form confession as detailed above, and be 

informed of the restrictions attached to using this plea. 

Among those restrictions, the convicted person must 

serve the required jail or prison time with all other jail or 

prison inmates for similar crimes, and not in a hospital. 

The person using this plea shall bear sole responsibility 

for proving they are sane before their release from 

custody. Even after serving their full jail or prison 

sentence and have not proved their sanity, they reside in 

a mental hospital until they prove they are sane. Until the 
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person proves they are sane, they remain a danger to 

society. 

§ 18: Death Sentence: 

The Death Sentence shall no longer be available within 

any jurisdiction under this Constitution. It is easier to 

restore the rights to a wrongly convicted person while 

they live than it is after they die. See Slavery and 

Involuntary Servitude for punishing convicted persons. 

§ 19: Criminal and Non-Criminal Cases: 

Criminal cases are all accusations and prosecutions for 

violating enacted legislation, regardless of government 

level, severity of the prohibited action, or amount of the 

penalty. 

Non-criminal cases are cases between individuals where a 

person, business, government official violates another’s 

rights are violated by another person, business, or 

government entity; regardless of whether a prohibitive 

law exists or not. It also includes cases where the 

offended person seeks restitution. 

In non-criminal claims connected to a legislated crime, 

the accused may stand trial for the non-criminal claim, or 

the criminal violation, or both—but the trials, if for both, 

must take place at the same time and be decided by the 

same jury. 

All court trials, hearings, and other proceedings shall have 

an elected judge, an elected prosecutor, and an elected 

defense counsel present to assist all parties of each case, 

assisting the court, answering legal and procedural 

questions, and examining evidence, which ensures justice 
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for all. This shall in no way deny a person from obtaining 

independent counsel for either the defense and/or the 

prosecution. Any interested citizen may also attend and 

ask relevant questions during the trial because the 

outcome has an impact on everyone’s rights. 

No fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in 

any court except where government or jury corruption 

existed, or unless on appeal initiated by the convicted 

person presents new evidence to prove their innocence.  

With the more serious crimes, the courts, via a Grand 

Jury, may refuse bail, but must set the trial date so that it 

is within three days of the date requested by the 

defendant, so long as that requested date is within less 

than thirty days from the arrest date. The time 

incarcerated, while awaiting trial, shall be counted 

against the total sentence if found guilty. If found 

innocent, the accused person shall receive compensation 

for wrongful incarceration at a rate of seven times that of 

the national minimum wage, paid twenty-four hours 

daily, seven days weekly. 

§ 20: Cost of Trial Payed by Government: 

The courts shall issue all trial dates and subpoenas, from 

both the prosecution-plaintiff and the defense. The 

appropriate Sheriff’s Department shall serve in-hand 

those subpoenas to the named party’s last known 

address. The court shall pay all service fees for both 

parties. The people shall make available to the defense all 

other fees paid by government via taxes for the 

prosecution for the collection of evidence and testimony. 

To prevent abuse, the jury may determine frivolous 

abuses by either party and/or unjust refusal by the 
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government to compensate a defendant and charge any 

part of or all of the costs to the party abusing the 

services. 

§ 21: Failure to Appear for Trial: 

Without a court approved extension, if a defendant flees 

the jurisdiction or fails to appear for trial, the courts shall 

accept such actions by the accused as if the accused 

presented a written document that allows the courts to 

proceed with the trial in the accused person’s absence. 

The court shall make note that the named defendant 

failed to appear. If the accused hired counsel, the hired 

person along with the elected defense counsel shall, as 

best they can, defend the accused. 

In any criminal or non-criminal case, where the accused 

fails to appear in person and/or through representation 

and the jury finds the accused guilty, the court shall issue 

an arrest warrant for the convicted person. The warrant 

shall include the demand for return of the convict when 

found, regardless of what domestic State or Foreign 

Country where the accused resides. When captured, the 

convict shall begin serving the required sentence. 

Any convicted person may present new evidence that 

may free them. Those who failed to appear possess 

limited ability, after the fact, to challenge the credibility 

of the evidence or recorded witness testimony, and may 

challenge the law in an appeal. 

In non-criminal cases, if the jury finds one party culpable 

and the culpable party refuses to make suitable plans for 

restitution at the end of the trial, an order for restitution 

shall issue where the Court may seize financial accounts 
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or real property to satisfy the judgment. Neither party 

shall receive any benefits or awards not detailed in a prior 

written contract. 

§ 22: Bail and Punishment: 

Bail and Punishment shall not exceed that which the 

enacted legislation requires. This Constitution prohibits 

cruel or unusual punishment and financial penalty as 

punishment for crime. The convicted person shall serve 

the punishment for all crime in jail or prison or on 

community service, depending upon the severity of the 

crime.  

Slavery and involuntary servitude are not cruel or unusual 

punishment criminal activity.  

§ 23: Involuntary Servitude: 

Within any political jurisdiction under this Constitution, 

slavery and involuntary servitude are neither cruel nor 

unusual in the context of the punishment of crime. Less-

dangerous crimes, where jail or prison is not required, 

involuntary servitude shall include community service.  

This system prohibits monetary fines as punishment for 

any type of crime, minor or major. To punish the criminal, 

all convicts serve hard labor in prison, jail, or community 

service. The tests to determine whether a particular type 

of labor or the hours worked are either cruel or unusual 

consist solely of whether or not the labor and/or hours 

for that type of work are lawful and worked by Free 

Citizens, whether for hire or volunteering. 

Convicts do not receive monetary compensation for their 

labors and shall not receive gifts, other than non-physical-
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contact visits and/or written correspondence, all of 

which, the guards monitor and record.  

All revenue from convict labor shall help with victim 

restorations, supply the raw materials for inmates to 

grow their own food, make the fabrics for their own 

clothing, provide products and services for other 

government offices and agencies to reduce the required 

tax dollars to operate government, and to pay for 

maintenance to the jail and prison facilities. With this 

practice, jails and prisons provide the hands-on skill-

building education, encouraging the hard-work habits and 

understanding that Crime No Longer Pays especially in 

THIS CITY of the u. S. of A. The Free People also benefit, in 

that they no longer pay as the victim or the taxpayer. The 

convicted person also benefits—if innocent—by still 

being alive to prove their innocence. 

§ 24: Due Process & Equal Protection: 

No law shall infringe upon any individual’s rights, except 

in cases specifically stated within this Constitution; nor  

any person be deprived of life, liberty, or property that 

results from criminal or non-criminal prosecution without 

due process of law; nor shall any government office deny 

to any person (resident-citizen or foreigner) within its 

jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. Every 

government official or other person conducting business 

on behalf of a domestic or foreign political jurisdiction 

shall not escape justice because of their political 

connections. 

§ 25: Other Rights: 

The people retain all other rights not enumerated in this 
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Constitution. Enumeration of certain rights within this 

Constitution expressly prohibits our government officials 

from infringing upon certain rights that government 

officials traditionally abuse. Other rights detailed within 

this Constitution authorize government-limited access 

into specific rights for ensuring justice.  

The unanimous Declaration names some rights retained 

by the people no matter what forms government appear. 

Enumerating certain rights within this Constitution work 

to limit or forbid government involvement regarding the 

rights listed. Failure to mention other rights forbids 

government interference in those rights until the 

governed amend this Constitution to grant to their 

government certain power or authority regarding those 

rights. When the people grant such power, we must do so 

in accord with the phrase: That to secure our rights, we 

institute governments among us, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed. 

Government infringement into the people’s rights, 

without written constitutional authority within this 

Constitution—is Treason. 

§ 26: Military Authority: 

The larger political jurisdiction’s law enforcement, police, 

sheriffs, militia, and military are subject to the smaller 

political jurisdiction’s civil authority when assisting them. 

When acting on their own political jurisdiction's issues 

and legislation, the larger political jurisdictions shall 

notify the smaller political jurisdictions’ civil authority of 

their presence and purpose but shall retain jurisdictional 

authority. The smaller political jurisdiction's military, 
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militia, and police shall assist them as needed. In either 

case, all requests remain subject to the Rule of Law 

provided by this Constitution and the other contracts 

listed in this Constitution. 

§ 27: Unlawful Immigration: 

Anyone suspected of having entered these united States 

unlawfully must present identification when asked. When 

the individual cannot provide appropriate identification 

but claims to be a citizen, the detaining law enforcement 

shall seek verification from other state and/or federal 

agencies for obtaining copies of birth records and/or 

naturalization papers, passports, visas etc. This should 

take no longer than a couple hours to accomplish. 

If the law enforcement agency detaining the individual 

cannot acquire any documentation, the accused shall 

receive a speedy, public, and impartial jury trial. If the 

jury finds the accused guilty, those convicted shall serve 

three years in jail or prison, working hard labor alongside 

convicted citizens before returning to their country.  

Illegal immigrants charged with other crimes, additional 

jury trials shall decide those charges. The political 

jurisdiction where the crimes and/or the trial shall take 

place shall use their general or judicial fund to pay all trial 

costs. If convicted, the person shall serve the appropriate 

sentence(s). Sentencing shall be the same as if a lawful 

citizen committed the same crime. The convicted person 

shall serve each sentience, one after the other. 

Whether a person is a citizen of, or a foreigner in this 

constitution’s jurisdiction lawfully or not; all persons 

convicted of separate crimes shall serve consecutive 
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sentences (one after the other). This Constitution 

prohibits anyone convicted of unlawfully entering or 

living within this constitution’s jurisdiction from re-

entering lawfully for at least ten years after returning to 

their home country. 

Each time a person enters this constitution’s jurisdiction 

unlawfully, the penalty shall double. This same penalty 

doubling shall apply also to other criminal acts where the 

person commits the same type of crime, whether the 

person convicted is a citizen or not. The doubling shall 

not be construed to apply to different types of crime 

(such as: robbery = robbery by any other name; and 

murder = murder by any other name; but robbery ≠ 

murder).  

Regarding illegal immigration: Before this article on illegal 

immigration becomes enforceable, a ninety-day notice 

must broadcast publicly more than three times daily for 

the entire ninety days, being broadcast in the united 

States of America’s version of the English language. 

§ 28: Common Language: 

For unification and cost-effective government, as well as 

cost efficient business, every citizen-resident shall be able 

to read, speak, comprehend, and otherwise communicate 

in the united States version of the English Language.  

K-12 united States American-English language classes 

includes International Sign-Language and International 

Morris-Code, easily recognized by the blind and/or deaf. 

This skill benefits other resident-citizens in emergencies. 

People who cannot communicate in the united States 

English Language retain sole responsibility for hiring an 
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interpreter when dealing with government offices or 

businesses within THIS CITY. 

This language requirement violates no person’s rights, as 

it supposes all persons voluntarily come to or desire to 

remain within THIS CITY; or they may freely leave. This 

requirement does not prevent citizens from learning 

other languages or practicing their desired culture so long 

as such practices do not infringe upon other people’s 

rights or any laws enacted within the Consent of the 

Governed guidelines within this Constitution. 

§ 29: Right to Vote: 

The resident-citizen’s right to vote or to receive benefit 

from any government program or agency offered by THIS 

CITY shall not be denied or abridged by any political 

jurisdiction or agent under this Constitution except as 

authorized within this constitution. 

Government officials must require an individual to prove 

their eligibility to vote; based on age (in that they are old 

enough); citizenship requirements (in that they are in fact 

lawful citizens); and based on residency requirements (in 

that they lived in the political jurisdiction long enough, 

and that they are in fact a resident-citizen). 

In addition to age, residency, and citizenship no other 

reasons shall exist to prevent a person from voting, once 

they have passed the public test detailed earlier.  

§ 30: Exclusions from voting: 

Any person still serving a sentence, or any part thereof, 

for any criminal activity, or non-criminal acts that violate 

another’s rights, disqualify themselves from voting; the 
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same individuals shall also be ineligible for other 

government programs. Also excluded are persons who 

receive government benefits, but does not exclude 

honorably discharged military veterans receiving benefits 

connected with their service. When called and qualified 

to serve on jury duty, refusing to sit on jury, that 

individual disqualifies themselves from voting. 

A convicted person’s family shall not become eligible for 

any government benefits that they were not already 

eligible to receive prior to committing the crime. This 

shall not exclude this family from receiving benefits for 

which they qualified to receive prior to the crime, so long 

as the family remains qualified after the conviction. 

§ 31: Right of Personal Association: 

The people possess the right to choose their associates; 

whether employees, business customers, church or club 

members, etc., or tenants for non-government funded 

business or housing, etc.; shall not be infringed, so long as 

they publicly posts the restrictions. Such posting benefits 

those who might otherwise apply, but would not qualify 

according to the person’s standards making the offer.  

This section does not in any manner whatsoever allow, 

enable, or encourage criminal activity. 

§ 32: When Rights Appear to Conflict: 

When two or more people’s rights seem to conflict, the 

one’s rights should not violate or receive greater favor 

than the other’s rights. 

For example: The Job Seeker has a right to work. The 

Employer has a right to hire anyone, regardless of reason.  
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The Job Seeker’s right to work should not negate the 

Employer’s right to hire someone else; even if that Job 

Seeker can prove that they are better qualified. The Job 

Seeker’s right remains intact as the Employer exercises 

his right. The Job Seeker still has the right to work 

anywhere an employer will hire them. The seeker may 

start their own business, offering products and services 

that they desire.  

On the other hand, the government violates the 

Employer’s right if they are, for whatever the reason, 

forced to hire or retain a Job Seeker whom they do not 

wish to hire or continue employing. 

As for government, it has no rights with regard to hiring 

or firing. The government officials responsible for hiring 

and firing must hire and fire according to the laws and 

conditions stated within this Constitution and the 

qualifications for the vacant position. 

Other laws might protect Job Seekers and employees by 

requiring employers pay a twelve-month wage-benefits 

severance package to employees laid-off or fired without 

just cause. Employers need not compensate those fired 

for committing crimes in the workplace. The employer 

must prove to a jury that the employee had in fact 

committed a crime in order to avoid paying the severance 

benefits. 

§ 33: Taxation: 

Through the legislative powers described within this 

Constitution, the People within a political jurisdiction who 

enact legislation shall decide all amounts and forms of 

taxation with regard to how they shall fund that to which 
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they consent. Only that political jurisdiction’s resident-

citizens are responsible for funding what they authorize. 

§ 34: Grant of Power: 

No official in any government level or branch under this 

Constitution may obtain any power or authority that the 

people subject to its jurisdiction have not already 

specifically granted to that government branch or level in 

writing via the respective constitution. 

Article 11: Land Acquisition, Ownership & Use: 

§ 1: Land Acquisition: 

New land acquisition to expand THIS CITY’s geographical 

jurisdiction must be consensual between the majority of 

THIS CITY’s total number of registered voters and the 

Deeded Owner for the property. This process does not 

require the consent from any political jurisdiction that 

does not possess any ownership right to the property. 

THIS CITY should notify each political jurisdiction regarding 

such acquisitions, so they may adjust their tax logs.  

§ 2: Land Ownership: 

THIS CITY’s the lawful permanent residents equally and 

collectively own all land within of THIS CITY’s geographical 

and political jurisdictions.   

Two-thirds majority of the total body of registered voters 

control the disposition of all of THIS CITY’s land. Elected 

Officials manage the lands in accord with the terms of 

this Constitution and the laws THIS CITY passes in accord 

with consent of the governed. 
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§ 3: Land Use: 

THIS CITY’s manager may contract with new residents 

(temporary, permanent, and/or voting) who desire to 

rent or lease land from THIS CITY for specific uses and for a 

specific time. This replaces the typical real estate taxes. 

This revenue becomes THIS CITY’s General Fund to finance 

various other government projects, programs, and law 

enforcement. Using the General Fund, if this Constitution 

and City Law do not already authorized the use, two-

thirds consent of the total number of registered voters 

must approved the proposed use.  

Article 12: Supreme Law of the Land 

§ 1: Standing Constitution: 

Upon ratification by three-fourths of the total body of 

registered voters of THIS CITY, this Constitution shall 

replace all prior Constitutions for THIS CITY as well as 

modify those constitutions for all lower level political 

jurisdictions within THIS CITY.  

§ 2: Supreme Law of the Land: 

This Constitution is the Supreme Law of the Land for THIS 

CITY and all lower level political jurisdictions, governing all 

political powers for THIS CITY; subject only to Cochise 

County’s constitution, Arizona’s State Constitution, and 

The Constitution for the United States of America. The 

just laws created respectively in pursuance to each 

constitution where those powers and laws were rightfully 

granted to those government levels, supported by The 

unanimous Declaration, stating:  

“To secure [our] rights, governments are instituted 
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among men, deriving their just powers from the 

Consent of the Governed”  

Earlier, this constitution details that phrase’s meaning. 

All elected officials —including others appointed, hired, 

contracted, volunteering, or otherwise conducting 

business for THIS CITY bind themselves to this 

Constitution.  

No laws from any political jurisdiction, covered by this 

Constitution, shall conflict with this Constitution. 

§ 3: Independent Founding Charter: 

Any changes to or replacement of this Constitution shall 

not alter or affect the Founding Charter for THIS CITY, 

which is the same founding charter for our nation, the 

united States of America. Our nation’s founding charter, 

named, The unanimous Declaration of the united States 

of America, 1776. It lawfully is a stand-alone, separate, 

and independent document that only the body referred 

to as the governed, our nation’s registered voters may 

lawfully alter it. 

§ 4: Amending or Replacing: 

The same legislative process detailed earlier in This 

Constitution, Article 5: Legislative Branch for proposing 

laws applies to proposing amendments to or replacing 

this Constitution but shall require three-fourths of the 

total number of registered voters to consent to the 

proposed amendment or replacement. 

Article 13: Ratification: 

§ 1: Ratification: 
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When three-quarters of the total number of registered 

voters within THIS CITY, in accord with Article 5: The 

Legislative Branch, approve this Constitution, it shall 

become effective and binding on THIS CITY’s political 

jurisdiction and all political jurisdictions that are now and 

may become part of THIS CITY. 

§ 2: Consent Confirmation: 

On May 15, 2017, THIS CITY’s people, by signing The 

Ratification Voting Tally-Sheet for The Founding Charter & 

Constitution for THIS CITY, bind ourselves to the terms 

detailed herein.   

The Founding Charter & Constitution for THIS CITY shall be 

sent to the Cochise County, State of Arizona, and the 

united States of America legislative bodies to notify them 

of the our newly formed existence. 

§ 3: Mutual Pledge: 

For the support The unanimous Declaration of the united 

States of America & The Constitution for THIS CITY, we 

mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and 

our sacred honor to preserve our rights and secure the 

blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity; we 

ordain and establish The Founding Charter & Constitution 

for THIS CITY.  

 

----- 

— This Ends The Founding Charter & Constitution for THIS 

CITY — 
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Government Programs & Projects 

Disaster Preparations 

THIS CITY’s uses its Militia and Full-time Military; when not 

in the actual political defense of our jurisdiction; to help 

relieve disaster. Such use prepares the militia for various 

wartime elements, events, and casualties. Using the 

militia keeps the members as current on equipment 

operations and other technology as well as reduces the 

cost to the citizens for things such as medical transports, 

fire, police, and other public services. 

Flood & Drought 

Aqueducts from flood-prone areas into drought-prone 

areas divert floodwaters into drought-prone areas and 

agriculture areas with heavy water use in order to reduce 

the load on local aquifers  

Fire, Quakes, & Sink Holes 

Military and Militia equipment, used when not actively in 

war can be used to put out larger fires, help restore 

quake-damaged and other natural disaster areas, and to 

investigate and repair sinkhole areas.  

War 

THIS CITY’s people are duty-bound to enter into any war 

that defends our city, county, state, or nation—

specifically, in defending our rights. 
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Solid Waste & Sewage Processing  

A 100% solid waste and sewage treatment processing 

facility; where states with larger populations will have 

more than one facility depending on and tonnage. Each 

facility processes at least 5,000 tons per hour. 

Basic Stages are to recover the non-burnable, non-

compostable, and non-contaminate items as early in the 

process as possible; preferably in the collection stage 

from business and residents.  Then, recover for reuse 

those items that are clean (such as papers, cardboard, 

plastics, etc.) for processing to return to industry for 

reuse. Soiled papers and plastics become compost and/or 

fuel-pellets. 

Items such as grass, leaves, brush, food waste, etc. are 

used for composting, with or separate from the sewage 

sludge. In either instance, depending on whether aerobic 

or anaerobic composting will determine whether the use 

for fuel gases recovered. 

We use plant, microbes, and other soil, water, and air life 

to process toxic materials by finding the critters that 

thrive in those substances and produce an inert or 

otherwise usable by-product. 

Utilities (Gas, Electric, Water) 

With the solid waste and sewage treatment facilities, 

utilities (fuel gas, electric, clean water, etc.) come from 

processing the trash and sewage. 

Food Production 
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In the final three or four stages, the 5,000 tons per hour 

solid waste and sewage treatment facilities products 

include a soil, water, and air that are cleaner and more 

lively than found in many organic gardens. These final 

stages produce water, land, and air livestock to feed 

many people. 

Roads, Bridges, Waterways, Airports, 

Commuter Services 

THIS CITY’s goal is to make the transportation within the 

jurisdiction as convenient and fast as practical to reduce 

costs and increase use. The goal is to reduce as much 

single-passenger vehicle traffic as practical. The goal is to 

keep the infrastructure up to date and safe. 

Individual Financials Emergencies & 

Retirement 

Government Assistance and Insurance against 

Poverty: 

All government assistance and present-day welfare 

programs becomes an Insurance-style investment savings 

program that is funded by the parents and/or child. 

From birth up to age fourteen, the parents contribute 

$100/month for each child they birth and/or adopt, 

and/or foster.  

From age fourteen through eighteen, both the child and 

the parents contribute to the account for the child. The 

parents continue the $100 or more per month for each 
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child and the child contributes 90% of all the money they 

earn during this time.  

After age twenty-four, only the child (now an adult) 

contributes at least 20% of their gross earnings. The 

government pays 5% annual interest on the account 

balance at month’s end. The individual’s wages are not 

taxable as income, which is—the gain, which proceeds 

from labor. Wages are compensation for labor. Wage are 

not a gain. 

The government, subject to voter approval, may use 

deposits to establish city enterprise funds (such as 

utilities, solid waste, sewage treatment, etc.), as well as 

provide other public services required to adequately 

defend the citizen’s rights and to encourage business. The 

businesses would also repay these funds at a larger 

interest rate than the government. The depositors have a 

51% controlling vote as whether to invest in a given 

project within their political jurisdiction or not. 

From birth through age twenty-four, the parents may 

borrow against this account to benefit the child named 

on the account. The parents must repay these funds at 

the same interest rate or greater than the interest rate 

the government pays into the account. 

The child, once they either turn twenty-four or 

emancipate themselves before then, they may borrow 

against their account for education, housing, finance a 

business, medical uses, or for whatever use they desire. 

The child, now an adult, must also repay what they 

borrowed against their account at the same rate or 

greater than the interest rate the government pays into 

the account. The person named on the account must 
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repay borrowed funds until the account holder reaches 

retirement age. Any unpaid funds reduce the benefits 

from the account that the individual may use later in life.  

If the individual drains their account, becomes homeless, 

needs medical care, and other essential services—the 

government has no other services or welfare programs 

available to that individual. The individual must rely on 

other people and charitable organizations around them 

for such essential services. 

In practice, by the time the child reaches age twenty-four 

years, their balance will have roughly reached $130,000. 

This assumes that the child from age 14 through 18 works 

and contributes $336/month plus the $100/month that 

their parents contribute. This also assumes that as an 

adult the individual earns at least $15/hour, works at 

least forty hours per week, and the individual contributes 

20% or more of their total wages. That or manages to 

work a few more hours to make up the difference. 

This program replaces the present unlawful wage tax 

disguised as an income tax. It also replaces Social Security 

and welfare programs, government financed education, 

government funded mortgages, and others.  

By the time a person reaches 50 years old, so long as they 

have either not borrowed against their account, or have 

repaid all borrowed funds with interest; the individual’s 

account balance is roughly  $780,000 from which they 

may use for retirement or as they desire. At 5% interest, 

the individual receives over $39,000/year. Add to this, a 

$10,000/year gradual drawdown against the balance for 

the next fifty or so years, it provides a $49,000 gradually 

decreasing annual fund. This does not include any other 
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investment returns the person created through their life 

to increase that amount. 

Commercial Development & Investments 

THIS CITY’s people may use the funds in the Individual 

Financials Program to encourage commercial and 

industrial development in THIS CITY. The people should 

retain majority ownership and control over business and 

industry, preventing industrial air, water, or soil pollution. 

Investing the program funds in this way provides a 

greater return on investment than projected receipts in 

the above section. As an added bonus, it also allows the 

community to retain those businesses locally. 
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Appendix 

The contracts discussed within this book, follow, in their 

entirety (without signatures) so that you may easily refer 

to them as you read. 

Links to the dictionaries used to define follow; as well as 

links to the book, The Law of Nations, by Emer de Vattel.  
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The unanimous Declaration of the united 

States of America, 1776 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for 

one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 

them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of 

Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 

organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 

likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 

dictate that Governments long established should not be 

changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 

experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 

suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 

long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 

same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 

Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 

Government, and to provide new Guards for their future 

security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these 

Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them 

to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the 

present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 

usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an 

absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be 

submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 

necessary for the public good. 
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He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and 

pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 

Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 

utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of 

large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish 

the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable 

to them and formidable to tyrants only.  

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 

uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public 

Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 

with his measures.  

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for 

opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the 

people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 

others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable 

of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their 

exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the 

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; 

for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of 

Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations 

hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his 

Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure 

of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 

swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their 

substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies 

without the Consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and 

superior to the Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 

foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
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giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any 

Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these 

States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended 

offences 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring 

Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and 

enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example 

and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into 

these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable 

Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves 

invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his 

Protection and waging War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our 

towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.  

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign 

Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and 

tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy 

scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 

unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high 

Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the 

executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves 

by their Hands.  

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 

endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 

merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 
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undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for 

Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have 

been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose 

character is thus marked by every act which may define a 

Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. 

We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their 

legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We 

have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and 

settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 

magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 

common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would 

inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They 

too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 

We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which 

denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 

mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of 

America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the 

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, 

do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these 

Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent 

States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political connection between them and the 

State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and 

that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to 

levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which 

Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this 

Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

 

The signatures on the Declaration excluded. 
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The Articles of Confederation, 1778 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we, the undersigned 

Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send greeting. 

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled did on the fifteenth day of November in the 

year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy 

seven, and in the Second Year of the Independence of America 

agree to certain articles of Confederation and perpetual Union 

between the States of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, 

Rhodeisland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia in the Words 

following, viz. “Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union 

between the States of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, 

Rhodeisland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

Article I.   

The Stile of this confederacy shall be, “The United States of 

America.” 

Article II.  

Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, 

and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this 

confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in 

Congress assembled. 

Article III.   

The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of 

friendship with each other, for their common defence, the 

security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 

binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered 

to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of 

religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

Article IV.   

The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and 

intercourse among the people of the different states in this union, 

the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds 

and fugitives from Justice excepted, shall be entitled to all 
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privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states; 

and the people of each state shall have free ingress and regress 

to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the 

privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, 

impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof 

respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so 

far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any state, 

to any other State of which the Owner is an inhabitant; provided 

also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any 

state, on the property of the united states, or either of them. 

If any Person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other 

high misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be 

found in any of the united states, he shall upon demand of the 

Governor or executive power of the state from which he fled, be 

delivered up, and removed to the state having jurisdiction of his 

offence. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the 

records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and 

magistrates of every other state. 

Article V.   

For the more convenient management of the general interests of 

the united states, delegates shall be annually appointed in such 

manner as the legislature of each state shall direct, to meet in 

Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a 

power reserved to each state to recall its delegates, or any of 

them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their 

stead, for the remainder of the Year. 

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor 

by more than seven Members; and no person shall be capable of 

being delegate for more than three years, in any term of six 

years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of 

holding any office under the united states, for which he, or 

another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument of 

any kind. 

Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the 

states, and while they act as members of the committee of the 

states. 

In determining questions in the united states, in Congress 

assembled, each state shall have one vote. 
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Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be 

impeached or questioned in any Court, or place out of Congress, 

and the members of congress shall be protected in their persons 

from arrests and imprisonments, during the time of their going to 

and from, and attendance on congress, except for treason, 

felony, or breach of the peace. 

Article VI.  

No State, without the Consent of the united States, in congress 

assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy 

from, or enter into any conferrence, agreement, alliance, or 

treaty, with any King prince or state; nor shall any person holding 

any office of profit or trust under the united states, or any of 

them, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title of any 

kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state; nor shall 

the united states, in congress assembled, or any of them, grant 

any title of nobility. 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation, 

or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the 

united states, in congress assembled, specifying accurately the 

purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and how long 

it shall continue. 

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with 

any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the united States in 

congress assembled, with any king, prince, or State, in 

pursuance of any treaties already proposed by congress, to the 

courts of France and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace, by any state, 

except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the 

united states, in congress assembled, for the defence of such 

state, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up, by any 

state, in time of peace, except such number only as, in the 

judgment of the united states, in congress assembled, shall be 

deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defence 

of such state; but every state shall always keep up a well 

regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and 

accounted, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, 

in public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a 

proper quantity of arms, ammunition, and camp equipage. 

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the 
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united States in congress assembled, unless such State be 

actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain 

advice of a resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to 

invade such State, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit 

of a delay till the united states in congress assembled, can be 

consulted: nor shall any state grant commissions to any ships or 

vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it be after 

a declaration of war by the united states in congress assembled, 

and then only against the kingdom or State, and the subjects 

thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under 

such regulations as shall be established by the united states in 

congress assembled, unless such state be infested by pirates, in 

which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, 

and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the united 

states in congress assembled shall determine otherwise. 

Article VII.  

When land forces are raised by any state, for the common 

defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be 

appointed by the legislature of each state respectively by whom 

such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state 

shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the state which 

first made appointment. 

Article VIII.  

All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred 

for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the 

united states in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a 

common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states, 

in proportion to the value of all land within each state, granted to 

or surveyed for any Person, as such land and the buildings  and 

improvements thereon shall be estimated, according to such 

mode as the united states, in congress assembled, shall, from 

time to time, direct and appoint. The taxes for paying that 

proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction 

of the legislatures of the several states within the time agreed 

upon by the united states in congress assembled. 

Article IX.  

The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole 

and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, 

except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article - of sending 
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and receiving ambassadors - entering into treaties and alliances, 

provided that no treaty of commerce shall be made, whereby the 

legislative power of the respective states shall be restrained from 

imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own 

people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or 

importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever -  

of establishing rules for deciding, in all cases, what captures on 

land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by 

land or naval forces in the service of the united Sates, shall be 

divided or appropriated - of granting letters of marque and 

reprisal in times of peace  -  appointing courts for the trial of 

piracies and felonies committed on the high seas; and 

establishing courts; for receiving and determining finally appeals 

in all cases of captures; provided that no member of congress 

shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts. 

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also be the last 

resort on appeal, in all disputes and differences now subsisting, 

or that hereafter may arise between two or more states 

concerning boundary, jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever; 

which authority shall always be exercised in the manner 

following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority, or 

lawful agent of any state in controversy with another, shall 

present a petition to congress, stating the matter in question, and 

praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given, by order of 

congress, to the legislative or executive authority of the other 

state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of 

the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to 

appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute 

a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if 

they cannot agree, congress shall name three persons out of 

each of the united states, and from the list of such persons each 

party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, 

until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that 

number not less than seven, nor more than nine names, as 

congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of congress, be 

drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so 

drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to 

hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major 

part of the judges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the 

determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the 

day appointed, without showing reasons which congress shall 

judge sufficient, or being present, shall refuse to strike, the 
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congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each 

State, and the secretary of congress shall strike in behalf of such 

party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the 

court, to be appointed in the manner before prescribed, shall be 

final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to 

submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their 

claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to 

pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be 

final and decisive; the judgment or sentence and other 

proceedings being in either case transmitted to congress, and 

lodged among the acts of congress, for the security of the parties 

concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in 

judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the 

judges of the supreme or superior court of the State where the 

cause shall be tried, “well and truly to hear and determine the 

matter in question, according to the best of his judgment, without 

favour, affection, or hope of reward: “provided, also, that no 

State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the united 

states. 

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed 

under different grants of two or more states, whose jurisdictions 

as they may respect such lands, and the states which passed 

such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being 

at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent to such 

settlement of jurisdiction, shall, on the petition of either party to 

the congress of the united states, be finally determined, as near 

as may be, in the same manner as is before prescribed for 

deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between 

different states. 

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also have the 

sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and 

value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the 

respective states - fixing the standard of weights and measures 

throughout the united states - regulating the trade and managing 

all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states; 

provided that the legislative right of any state, within its own 

limits, be not infringed or violated - establishing and regulating 

post-offices from one state to another, throughout all the united 

states, and exacting such postage on the papers passing 

through the same, as may be requisite to defray the expenses of 

the said office - appointing all officers of the land forces in the 
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service of the united States, excepting regimental officers - 

appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning 

all officers whatever in the service of the united states; making 

rules for the government and regulation of the said land and 

naval forces, and directing their operations. 

The united States, in congress assembled, shall have authority 

to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of congress, to be 

denominated, “A Committee of the States,” and to consist of one 

delegate from each State; and to appoint such other committees 

and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general 

affairs of the united states under their direction - to appoint one 

of their number to preside; provided that no person be allowed to 

serve in the office of president more than one year in any term of 

three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be 

raised for the service of the united states, and to appropriate and 

apply the same for defraying the public expenses; to borrow 

money or emit bills on the credit of the united states, transmitting 

every half year to the respective states an account of the sums 

of money so borrowed or emitted, -  to build and equip a navy - 

to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make 

requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion to the 

number of white inhabitants in such state, which requisition shall 

be binding; and thereupon the legislature of each state shall 

appoint the regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, 

and equip them, in a soldier-like manner, at the expense of the 

united states; and the officers and men so clothed, armed, and 

equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time 

agreed on by the united states, in congress assembled; but if the 

united states, in congress assembled, shall, on consideration of 

circumstances, judge proper that any state should not raise men, 

or should raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any 

other state should raise a greater number of men than the quota 

thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, 

armed, and equipped in the same manner as the quota of such 

state, unless the legislature of such state shall judge that such 

extra number cannot be safely spared out of the same, in which 

case they shall raise, officer, clothe, arm, and equip, as many of 

such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the 

officers and men so clothed, armed, and equipped, shall march 

to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the 

united states in congress assembled. 
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The united states, in congress assembled, shall never engage in 

a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, 

nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor 

regulate the value thereof nor ascertain the sums and expenses 

necessary for the defence and welfare of the united states, or 

any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the 

united states, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the 

number of vessels of war to be built or purchased, or the number 

of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in 

chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same, 

nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning 

from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority 

of the united states in congress assembled. 

The congress of the united states shall have power to adjourn to 

any time within the year, and to any place within the united 

states, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration 

than the space of six Months, and shall publish the Journal of 

their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to 

treaties, alliances, or military operations, as in their judgment 

require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each 

State, on any question, shall be entered on the Journal, when it 

is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a State, or any 

of them, at his or their request, shall be furnished with a 

transcript of the said Journal, except such parts as are above 

excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the several states. 

Article X.  

The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be 

authorized to execute, in the recess of congress, such of the 

powers of congress as the united states, in congress assembled, 

by the consent of nine states, shall, from time to time, think 

expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be 

delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the 

articles of confederation, the voice of nine states, in the congress 

of the united states assembled, is requisite. 

Article XI.  

Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the 

measures of the united states, shall be admitted into, and 

entitled to all the advantages of this union: but no other colony 

shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be 

agreed to by nine states. 
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Article XII.  

All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted 

by or under the authority of congress, before the assembling of 

the united states, in pursuance of the present confederation, 

shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the united 

States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said united 

states and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged. 

Article XIII.  

Every State shall abide by the determinations of the united 

states, in congress assembled, on all questions which by this 

confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this 

confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and 

the union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time 

hereafter be made in any of them, unless such alteration be 

agreed to in a congress of the united states, and be afterwards 

con-firmed by the legislatures of every state. 

 

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to 

incline the hearts of the legislatures we respectively represent in 

congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said 

articles of confederation and perpetual union, Know Ye, that we, 

the undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and authority 

to us given for that purpose, do, by these presents, in the name 

and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely 

ratify and confirm each and every of the said articles of 

confederation and perpetual union, and all and singular the 

matters and things therein contained. And we do further 

solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective 

constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the 

united states in congress assembled, on all questions, which by 

the said confederation are submitted to them. And that the 

articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the states we 

respectively represent, and that the union shall be perpetual. In 

Witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, in Congress. 

Done at Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, the ninth Day 

of July, in the Year of our Lord one Thousand seven Hundred 

and Seventy eight, and in the third year of the Independence of 

America. 
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Signatures excluded. 
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The Definitive Treaty for Peace, 1783 

In the Name of the most Holy & undivided Trinity. 

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the Hearts of 

the most Serene and most Potent Prince George the Third, by 

the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 

Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, Arch- 

Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire etc.. 

and of the United States of America, to forget all past 

Misunderstandings and Differences that have unhappily 

interrupted the good Correspondence and Friendship which they 

mutually wish to restore; and to establish such a beneficial and 

satisfactory Intercourse between the two countries upon the 

ground of reciprocal Advantages and mutual Convenience as 

may promote and secure to both perpetual Peace and Harmony; 

and having for this desirable End already laid the Foundation of 

Peace & Reconciliation by the Provisional Articles signed at 

Paris on the 30th of November 1782, by the Commissioners 

empowered on each Part, which Articles were agreed to be 

inserted in and constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be 

concluded between the Crown of Great Britain and the said 

United States, but which Treaty was not to be concluded until 

Terms of Peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain & 

France, and his Britannic Majesty should be ready to conclude 

such Treaty accordingly: and the treaty between Great Britain & 

France having since been concluded, his Britannic Majesty & the 

United States of America, in Order to carry into full Effect the 

Provisional Articles above mentioned, according to the Tenor 

thereof, have constituted & appointed, that is to say his Britannic 

Majesty on his Part, David Hartley, Esqr., Member of the 

Parliament of Great Britain, and the said United States on their 

Part, - stop point - John Adams, Esqr., late a Commissioner of 

the United States of America at the Court of Versailles, late 

Delegate in Congress from the State of Massachusetts, and 

Chief Justice of the said State, and Minister Plenipotentiary of 

the said United States to their High Mightinesses the States 

General of the United Netherlands; - stop point - Benjamin 

Franklin, Esqr., late Delegate in Congress from the State of 

Pennsylvania, President of the Convention of the said State, and 

Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the 

Court of Versailles; John Jay, Esqr., late President of Congress 
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and Chief Justice of the state of New York, and Minister 

Plenipotentiary from the said United States at the Court of 

Madrid; to be Plenipotentiaries for the concluding and signing the 

Present Definitive Treaty; who after having reciprocally 

communicated their respective full Powers have agreed upon 

and confirmed the following Articles. 

Article 1st: 

His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 

Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 

South Carolina and Georgia, to be free sovereign and 

Independent States; that he treats with them as such, and for 

himself his Heirs & Successors, relinquishes all claims to the 

Government, Propriety, and Territorial Rights of the same and 

every Part thereof. 

Article 2d: 

And that all Disputes which might arise in future on the subject of 

the Boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is 

hereby agreed and declared, that the following are and shall be 

their Boundaries, viz.; from the Northwest Angle of Nova Scotia, 

viz., that Angle which is formed by a Line drawn due North from 

the Source of St. Croix River to the Highlands; along the said 

Highlands which divide those Rivers that empty themselves into 

the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic 

Ocean, to the northwesternmost Head of Connecticut River; 

Thence down along the middle of that River to the forty-fifth 

Degree of North Latitude; From thence by a Line due West on 

said Latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy; 

Thence along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario; through 

the Middle of said Lake until it strikes the Communication by 

Water between that Lake & Lake Erie; Thence along the middle 

of said Communication into Lake Erie, through the middle of said 

Lake until it arrives at the Water Communication between that 

lake & Lake Huron; Thence along the middle of said Water 

Communication into the Lake Huron, thence through the middle 

of said Lake to the Water Communication between that Lake and 

Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior Northward of the 

Isles Royal & Phelipeaux to the Long Lake; Thence through the 

middle of said Long Lake and the Water Communication 
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between it & the Lake of the Woods, to the said Lake of the 

Woods; Thence through the said Lake to the most Northwestern 

Point thereof, and from thence on a due West Course to the river 

Mississippi; Thence by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of 

the said river Mississippi until it shall intersect the Northernmost 

Part of the thirty-first Degree of North Latitude, South, by a Line 

to be drawn due East from the Determination of the Line last 

mentioned in the Latitude of thirty-one Degrees of the Equator to 

the middle of the River Apalachicola or Catahouche; Thence 

along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint River; 

Thence straight to the Head of Saint Mary's River, and thence 

down along the middle of Saint Mary's River to the Atlantic 

Ocean.  East, by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of the river 

Saint Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its Source, and 

from its Source directly North to the aforesaid Highlands, which 

divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those 

which fall into the river Saint Lawrence; comprehending all 

Islands within twenty Leagues of any Part of the Shores of the 

United States, and lying between Lines to be drawn due East 

from the Points where the aforesaid Boundaries between Nova 

Scotia on the one Part and East Florida on the other shall, 

respectively, touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, 

excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore have been 

within the limits of the said Province of Nova Scotia. 

Article 3d: 

It is agreed that the People of the United States shall continue to 

enjoy unmolested the Right to take Fish of every kind on the 

Grand Bank and on all the other Banks of Newfoundland, also in 

the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at all other Places in the Sea, 

where the Inhabitants of both Countries used at any time 

heretofore to fish. And also that the Inhabitants of the United 

States shall have Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on such Part 

of the Coast of Newfoundland as British Fishermen shall use, 

(but not to dry or cure the same on that Island) And also on the 

Coasts, Bays & Creeks of all other of his Brittanic Majesty's 

Dominions in America; and that the American Fishermen shall 

have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the unsettled Bays, 

Harbors, and Creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and 

Labrador, so long as the same shall remain unsettled, but so 

soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not 

be lawful for the said Fishermen to dry or cure Fish at such 
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Settlement without a previous Agreement for that purpose with 

the Inhabitants, Proprietors, or Possessors of the Ground. 

Article 4th: 

It is agreed that Creditors on either Side shall meet with no lawful 

Impediment to the Recovery of the full Value in Sterling Money of 

all bona fide Debts heretofore contracted. 

Article 5th: 

It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the 

Legislatures of the respective States to provide for the 

Restitution of all Estates, Rights, and Properties, which have 

been confiscated belonging to real British Subjects; and also of 

the Estates, Rights, and Properties of Persons resident in 

Districts in the Possession on his Majesty's Arms and who have 

not borne Arms against the said United States. And that Persons 

of any other Description shall have free Liberty to go to any Part 

or Parts of any of the thirteen United States and therein to 

remain twelve Months unmolested in their Endeavors to obtain 

the Restitution of such of their Estates – Rights & Properties as 

may have been confiscated. And that Congress shall also 

earnestly recommend to the several States a Reconsideration 

and Revision of all Acts or Laws regarding the Premises, so as 

to render the said Laws or Acts perfectly consistent not only with 

Justice and Equity but with that Spirit of Conciliation which on the 

Return of the Blessings of Peace should universally prevail. And 

that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several 

States that the Estates, Rights, and Properties of such last 

mentioned Persons shall be restored to them, they refunding to 

any Persons who may be now in Possession the Bona fide Price 

(where any has been given) which such Persons may have paid 

on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or Properties since 

the Confiscation. 

And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in 

confiscated Lands, either by Debts, Marriage Settlements, or 

otherwise, shall meet with no lawful Impediment in the 

Prosecution of their just Rights. 

Article 6th: 

That there shall be no future Confiscations made nor any 

Prosecutions commenced against any Person or Persons for, or 

by Reason of the Part, which he or they may have taken in the 
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present War, and that no Person shall on that Account suffer any 

future Loss or Damage, either in his Person, Liberty, or Property; 

and that those who may be in Confinement on such Charges at 

the Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America shall be 

immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions so commenced 

be discontinued. 

Article 7th: 

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace between his Britanic 

Majesty and the said States, and between the Subjects of the 

one and the Citizens of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both 

by Sea and Land shall from henceforth cease:  All prisoners on 

both Sides shall be set at Liberty, and his Britanic Majesty shall 

with all convenient speed, and without causing any Destruction, 

or carrying away any Negroes or other Property of the American 

inhabitants, withdraw all his Armies, Garrisons & Fleets from the 

said United States, and from every Post, Place and Harbour 

within the same; leaving in all Fortifications, the American 

Artillery that may be therein: And shall also Order & cause all 

Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers belonging to any of the said 

States, or their Citizens, which in the Course of the War may 

have fallen into the hands of his Officers, to be forthwith restored 

and delivered to the proper States and Persons to whom they 

belong. 

Article 8th: 

The Navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the 

Ocean, shall forever remain free and open to the Subjects of 

Great Britain and the Citizens of the United States. 

Article 9th: 

In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging 

to great Britain or to the United States should have been 

conquered by the Arms of either from the other before the Arrival 

of the said Provisional Articles in America, it is agreed that the 

same shall be restored without Difficulty and without requiring 

any Compensation. 

Article 10th: 

The solemn Ratifications of the present Treaty expedited in good 

& due Form shall be exchanged between the contracting Parties 

in the Space of Six Months or sooner if possible to be computed 
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from the Day of the Signature of the present Treaty.  In witness 

whereof we the undersigned their Ministers Plenipotentiary have 

in their Name and in Virtue of our Full Powers, signed with our 

Hands the present Definitive Treaty, and caused the Seals of our 

Arms to be affixed thereto. 

 

Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our 

Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. 

 

Signatures excluded. 
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The Constitution for the United States of 

America, 1790 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 

perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, 

provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, 

and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 

Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 

States of America. 

Article. I. 

Section. 1.  

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a 

Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate 

and House of Representatives. 

Section. 2.  

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 

chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, 

and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications 

requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State 

Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained 

to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen 

of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 

Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among 

the several States which may be included within this Union, 

according to their respective Numbers, which shall be 

determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, 

including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and 

excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons 

[Modified by Amendment XIV]. The actual Enumeration shall be 

made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress 

of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten 

Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number 

of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 

Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one 

Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the 



 
278 

State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, 

Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations 

one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, 

Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, 

North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, 

the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill 

such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and 

other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section. 3.  

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof 

[Modified by Amendment XVII], for six Years; and each Senator 

shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of 

the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into 

three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall 

be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second 

Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class 

at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be 

chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by 

Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature 

of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 

Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which 

shall then fill such Vacancies [Modified by Amendment XVII]. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the 

Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United 

States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 

State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the 

Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President 

pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he 

shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. 

When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or 

Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the 
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Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted 

without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than 

to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any 

Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the 

Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to 

Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section. 4.  

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators 

and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 

Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law 

make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of 

chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and 

such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December [Modified 

by Amendment XX], unless they shall by Law appoint a different 

Day. 

Section. 5.  

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 

Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall 

constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may 

adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 

Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such 

Penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish 

its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence 

of two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from 

time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in 

their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the 

Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of 

one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without 

the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor 

to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be 

sitting. 

Section. 6.  
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The Senators and Representatives shall receive a 

Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and 

paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all 

Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be 

privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of 

their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the 

same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall 

not be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he 

was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority 

of the United States, which shall have been created, or the 

Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such 

time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, 

shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in 

Office. 

Section. 7.  

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of 

Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 

Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives 

and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to 

the President of the United States;[2] If he approve he shall sign 

it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in 

which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at 

large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 

Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the 

Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other 

House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 

approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But 

in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined 

by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and 

against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House 

respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President 

within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 

presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if 

he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment 

prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of 

the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary 

(except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the 
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President of the United States; and before the Same shall take 

Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, 

shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of 

Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations 

prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Section. 8.  

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, 

Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for 

the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; 

but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout 

the United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the 

several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws 

on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 

and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities 

and current Coin of the United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 

for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to 

their respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the 

high Seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 

Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 

that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land 

and naval Forces; 
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To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the 

Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, 

and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the 

Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, 

the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the 

Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 

such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by 

Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, 

become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to 

exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent 

of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the 

Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other 

needful Buildings; — And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 

carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other 

Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the 

United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

Section. 9.  

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the 

States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be 

prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight 

hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such 

Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be 

suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the 

public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in 

Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed 

to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 

Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor 

shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, 

clear, or pay Duties in another. 
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No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in 

Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular 

Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all 

public Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no 

Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, 

without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, 

Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, 

Prince, or foreign State. 

Section. 10.  

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; 

grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of 

Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in 

Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, 

or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of 

Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any 

Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be 

absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws; and the 

net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on 

Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the 

United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision 

and Controul of the Congress. 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 

Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter 

into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a 

foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in 

such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 

Article. II. 

Section. 1.  

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 

States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of 

four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the 

same Term, be elected, as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature 

thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole 

Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 

be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or 
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Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United 

States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by 

Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an 

Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall 

make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of 

Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and 

transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United 

States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of 

the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of 

Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall 

then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of 

Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the 

whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than 

one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of 

Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately 

chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have 

a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House 

shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the 

President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the 

Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for 

this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two 

thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be 

necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the 

President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of 

the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should 

remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall 

chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President [Modified by 

Amendment XII]. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, 

and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall 

be the same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the 

United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, 

shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 

Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to 

the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident 

within the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his 

Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and 
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Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice 

President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of 

Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President 

and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as 

President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the 

Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected [Modified 

by Amendment XXV]. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 

Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished 

during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he 

shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from 

the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the 

following Oath or Affirmation: — "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United 

States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and 

defend the Constitution of the United States." 

Section. 2.  

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 

Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several 

States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; 

he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in 

each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to 

the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to 

grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United 

States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 

Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators 

present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the 

Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 

other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme 

Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose 

Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 

shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest 

the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 

the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of 

Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 

happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting 
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Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

Section. 3.  

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of 

the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration 

such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 

may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or 

either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with 

Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to 

such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive 

Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that 

the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 

Officers of the United States. 

Section. 4.  

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United 

States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and 

Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

Misdemeanors. 

Article. III. 

Section. 1.  

The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one 

supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 

from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 

supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good 

Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services 

a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 

Continuance in Office. 

Section. 2.  

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, 

arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, 

and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their 

Authority; — to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public 

Ministers and Consuls; — to all Cases of admiralty and maritime 

Jurisdiction; — to Controversies to which the United States shall 

be a Party; — to Controversies between two or more States; — 

between a State and Citizens of another State [Modified by 

Amendment XI]; — between Citizens of different States; — 

between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants 

of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, 
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and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 

Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme 

Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases 

before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate 

Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and 

under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall 

be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the 

said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed 

within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the 

Congress may by Law have directed. 

Section. 3.  

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying 

War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them 

Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason 

unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, 

or on Confession in open Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 

Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of 

Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person 

attainted. 

Article. IV. 

Section. 1.  

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public 

Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. 

And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in 

which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and 

the Effect thereof. 

Section. 2.  

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 

Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other 

Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another 

State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State 

from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State 

having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 
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No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the 

Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of 

any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service 

or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to 

whom such Service or Labour may be due [Modified by 

Amendment XIII]. 

Section. 3.  

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 

but no new State shall be formed or erected within the 

Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the 

Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the 

Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of 

the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all 

needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other 

Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 

Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of 

the United States, or of any particular State. 

Section. 4.  

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 

Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them 

against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the 

Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), against 

domestic Violence. 

Article. V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it 

necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, 

on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several 

States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, 

which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, 

as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 

three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may 

be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment 

which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight 

hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth 

Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, 

without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the 

Senate [Possibly abrogated by Amendment XVII]. 
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Article. VI. 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United 

States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 

be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which 

shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be 

the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State 

shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of 

any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the 

Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and 

judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several 

States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this 

Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a 

Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United 

States. 

Article. VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be 

sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the 

States so ratifying the Same. 

The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and 

eighth Lines of the first Page, The Word "Thirty" being partly 

written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The 

Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and 

thirty third Lines of the first Page and the Word "the" being 

interlined between the forty third and forty fourth Lines of the 

second Page. 

Attest William Jackson 

Secretary 

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States 

present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our 

Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the 

Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth In 

witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 
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Signatures excluded. 

NOTE ADDED: The Constitution for the United States of 

America cannot have lawfully been ratified until it 

satisfied the terms required by the prior contract it 

replaces, The Articles of Confederation. Under The 

Articles, it requires that “all of the States” ratify any 

alteration made to The Articles of Confederation. A total 

rewrite is the most massive an alteration that can be 

made to The Articles. Therefore, when the 13th of 13 

States finally ratified The Constitution—before the 14th 

State was admitted to the union- that is the lawful date 

of enforcement. That date occurred in 1790—not 1787. 

 

First Ten Amendments 

Preamble 

Congress OF THE United States begun and held at the City of 

New York, on Wednesday the Fourth of March, one thousand 

seven hundred and eighty nine. 

THE Conventions of a number of the States having at the time of 

their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to 

prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further 

declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as 

extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, 

will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of 

both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed 

to the Legislatures of the several States, as Amendments to the 

Constitution of the United States, all or any of which Articles, 

when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid 

to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.: 

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of 

the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and 
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ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the 

fifth Article of the original Constitution. 

Amendment I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 

redress of grievances. 

Amendment II 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 

infringed. 

Amendment III 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 

without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a 

manner to be prescribed by law. 

Amendment IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 

seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 

upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 

or things to be seized. 

Amendment V 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 

Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 

in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public 

danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to 

be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 

any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 

nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 

compensation. 

Amendment VI 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
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speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 

district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 

district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 

confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 

process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 

Amendment VII 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall 

exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, 

and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any 

Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the 

common law. 

Amendment VIII 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Amendment IX 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not 

be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

Amendment X 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 

the States respectively, or to the people. 

 

Additional Amendments 

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of, the Constitution of 

the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and 

ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the 

fifth Article of the original Constitution. 

[Article. XI.] 

[Proposed 1794; Ratified 1798] 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 

extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 

against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or 
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by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State. 

[Article. XII.] 

[Proposed 1803; Ratified 1804] 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by 

ballot for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, 

shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; 

they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, 

and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and 

they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of 

the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and 

certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 

United States, directed to the President of the Senate; — The 

President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes 

shall then be counted; — The person having the greatest 

number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such 

number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; 

and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 

having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of 

those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 

choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the 

President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation 

from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 

consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, 

and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. 

And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a 

President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 

before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-

President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or 

other constitutional disability of the President. — The person 

having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be 

the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole 

number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, 

then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall 

choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall 

consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a 

majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But 

no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 

shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 
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[Contested Article.] 

[Proposed 1810; Possibly Ratified 1819, but evidence lacking, 

and it seems most likely that the number of ratifying states did 

not reach 3/4 of the states as new states were admitted.] 

If any Citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, receive or 

retain any Title of Nobility or Honour, or shall, without the 

Consent of Congress, accept and retain any present, Pension, 

Office or Emolument of any kind whatever, from any Emperor, 

King, Prince or foreign Power, such Person shall cease to be a 

Citizen of the United States, and shall be incapable of holding 

any Office of Trust or Profit under them, or either of them. 

[Unratified Article.] 

[Proposed 1861; Endorsed by Lincoln while president-elect; 

Unratified][1] 

Article Thirteen. 

No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will 

authorize or give to Congress the power to abolish or interfere, 

within any State, with the domestic institutions thereof, including 

that of persons held to labor or service by the laws of said State. 

Article. XIII. 

[Proposed 1865; Ratified 1865] 

Section. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 

convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place 

subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation. 

Article. XIV. 

[Proposed 1866; Allegedly ratified 1868. See Fourteenth 

Amendment Law Library for argument it was not ratified.] 

Section. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, 

and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United 

States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make 

or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State 

deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due 
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process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws. 

Section. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the 

several States according to their respective numbers, counting 

the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians 

not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the 

choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United 

States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial 

officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 

denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 

twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in 

any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other 

crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the 

proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to 

the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 

such State. 

Section. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in 

Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any 

office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any 

State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of 

Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member 

of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of 

any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall 

have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or 

given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may 

by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Section. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, 

authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of 

pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or 

rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States 

nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation 

incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United 

States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; 

but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal 

and void. 

Section. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by 

appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 

Article. XV. 

[Proposed 1869; Ratified 1870] 
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Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 

not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State 

on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 

by appropriate legislation. 

Article. XVI. 

[Proposed 1909; Questionably Ratified 1913] 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on 

incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment 

among the several States, and without regard to any census or 

enumeration. 

[Article. XVII.] 

[Proposed 1912; Ratified 1913; Possibly Unconstitutional (See 

Article V, Clause 3 of the Constitution)] 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six 

years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in 

each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 

the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the 

Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of 

election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of 

any State may empower the executive thereof to make 

temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by 

election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the 

election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid 

as part of the Constitution. 

Article. [XVIII.] 

[Proposed 1917; Ratified 1919; Repealed 1933 (See 

Amendment XXI, Section 1 

Section. 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the 

manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, 

the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the 

United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof 

for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 
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Section. 2. The Congress and the several States shall have 

concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the 

legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, 

within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the 

States by the Congress. 

Article. [XIX.] 

[Proposed 1919; Ratified 1920] 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 

account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

[Unratified Article.] 

[Proposed 1926; Unratified] 

Article — 

Section. 1. The Congress shall have power to limit, regulate, and 

prohibit the labor of persons under eighteen years of age. 

Section. 2. The power of the several States is unimpaired by this 

article except that the operation of State laws shall be 

suspended to the extent necessary to give effect to legislation 

enacted by the Congress. 

Article. [XX.] 

[Proposed 1932; Ratified 1933] 

Section. 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall 

end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of 

Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, 

of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article 

had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall 

then begin. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 

year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of 

January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 
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Section. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the 

President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President 

elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been 

chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if 

the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice 

President elect shall act as President until a President shall have 

qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case 

wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall 

have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the 

manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such 

person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President 

shall have qualified. 

Section. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the 

death of any of the persons from whom the House of 

Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of 

choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the 

death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose 

a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have 

devolved upon them. 

Section. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of 

October following the ratification of this article. 

Section. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the 

legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven 

years from the date of its submission. 

Article. [XXI.] 

[Proposed 1933; Ratified 1933] 

Section. 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

Section. 2. The transportation or importation into any State, 

Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use 

therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is 

hereby prohibited. 

Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by 

conventions in the several States, as provided in the 

Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission 

hereof to the States by the Congress. 
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Article. [XXII.] 

[Proposed 1947; Ratified 1951] 

Section. 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the 

President more than twice, and no person who has held the 

office of President, or acted as President, for more than two 

years of a term to which some other person was elected 

President shall be elected to the office of the President more 

than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding 

the office of President when this Article was proposed by the 

Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding 

the office of President, or acting as President, during the term 

within which this Article becomes operative from holding the 

office of President or acting as President during the remainder of 

such term. 

Section. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the 

legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven 

years from the date of its submission to the States by the 

Congress. 

Article. [XXIII.] 

[Proposed 1960; Ratified 1961] 

Section. 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of 

the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress 

may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to 

the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress 

to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no 

event more than the least populous State; they shall be in 

addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be 

considered, for the purposes of the election of President and 

Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they 

shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by 

the twelfth article of amendment. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 

by appropriate legislation. 

Article. [XXIV.] 

[Proposed 1962; Ratified 1964] 
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Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in 

any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for 

electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or 

Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any 

poll tax or other tax. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 

by appropriate legislation. 

Article. [XXV.] 

[Proposed 1965; Ratified 1967] 

Section. 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or 

of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become 

President. 

Section. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice 

President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who 

shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both 

Houses of Congress. 

Section. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President 

pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to 

discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he 

transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such 

powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as 

Acting President. 

Section. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either 

the principal officers of the executive departments or of such 

other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the 

President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives their written declaration that the 

President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 

office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers 

and duties of the office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro 

tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he 

shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice 

President and a majority of either the principal officers of the 

executive department or of such other body as Congress may by 
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law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro 

tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives their written declaration that the President is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. 

Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within 

forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the 

Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter 

written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within 

twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble, 

determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President 

is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 

Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting 

President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 

duties of his office. 

Article. [XXVI.] 

[Proposed 1971; Ratified 1971] 

Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are 

eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article 

by appropriate legislation. 

[Inoperative Article.] 

[Proposed 1972; Expired Unratified 1982] 

Article — 

Section. 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

Section. 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by 

appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 

Section. 3. This amendment shall take effect two years after the 

date of ratification. 

[Inoperative Article.] 

[Proposed 1978; Expired Unratified 1985] 

Article — 

Section. 1. For purposes of representation in the Congress, 

election of the President and Vice President, and article V of this 
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Constitution, the District constituting the seat of government of 

the United States shall be treated as though it were a State. 

Section. 2. The exercise of the rights and powers conferred 

under this article shall be by the people of the District constituting 

the seat of government, and as shall be provided by the 

Congress. 

Section. 3. The twenty-third article of amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

Section. 4. This article shall be inoperative, unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the 

legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven 

years from the date of its submission. 

Article. [XXVII.] 

[Proposed 1789; Ratified 1992; Second of twelve Articles 

comprising the Bill of Rights] 

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the 

Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election 

of Representatives shall have intervened. 

 

-- END — 
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The Constitution for the Confederate 

States of America, 1861 

We, the people of the Confederate States, each State acting in 

its sovereign and independent character, in order to form a 

permanent federal government, establish justice, insure 

domestic tranquillity, and secure the blessings of liberty to 

ourselves and our posterity--invoking the favor and guidance of 

Almighty God--do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 

Confederate States of America. 

ARTICLE I 

Section 1.  

All legislative powers herein delegated, shall be vested in a 

Congress of the Confederate States, which shall consist of a 

Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2.  

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members 

chosen every second year by the people of the several States, 

and the electors in each State shall be citizens of the 

Confederate States, and have the qualifications requisite for 

electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature; 

but no person of foreign birth, not a citizen of the Confederate 

States, shall be allowed to vote for any officer, civil or political, 

State or Federal. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained 

to the age of twenty-five Years and be a citizen of the 

Confederate States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 

inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 

the several States which may be included within this 

Confederacy, according to their respective numbers, which shall 

be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 

including those bound to service for a term of years, and 

excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all slaves. The actual 

enumeration shall be made within three years after the first 

meeting of the Congress of the Confederate States, and within 

every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they 

shall by law direct. The number of Representatives shall not 
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exceed one for every fifty thousand, but each State shall have at 

least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be 

made, the State of South Carolina shall be entitled to choose six; 

the State of Georgia ten; the State of Alabama nine; the State of 

Florida two; the State of Mississippi seven; the State of 

Louisiana six; and the State of Texas six. 

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, 

the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill 

such vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and 

other officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment; 

except that any judicial or other federal officer resident and 

acting solely within the limits of any State, may be impeached by 

a vote of two-thirds of both branches of the Legislature thereof. 

Section 3.  

The Senate of the Confederate States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, chosen for six years by the 

Legislature thereof, at the regular session next immediately 

preceding the commencement of the term of service; and each 

Senator shall have one vote. Immediately after they shall be 

assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall be 

divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 

Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 

the second year, of the second class at the expiration of the 

fourth year, and the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, 

so that one-third may be chosen every second year; and if 

vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess 

of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make 

temporary appointments until the next meeting of the Legislature, 

which shall then fill such vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained the 

age of thirty years, and be a Citizen of the Confederate States, 

and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of the State for 

which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the Confederate States shall be President 

of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally 

divided.  

The Senate shall choose their other officers; and also a 

President pro tempore in the absence of the Vice President, or 
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when he shall exercise the office of President of the Confederate 

States. 

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. 

When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or 

affirmation. When the President of the Confederate States is 

tried, the Chief Justice shall preside; and no person shall be 

convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 

present. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 

further than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold 

and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the 

Confederate States; but the party convicted shall nevertheless 

be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and 

punishment, according to law. 

Section 4.  

The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators 

and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 

Legislature thereof, subject to the provisions of this Constitution; 

but the Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such 

regulations, except as to the times and places of choosing 

Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and 

such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless 

they shall, by law, appoint a different day. 

Section 5.  

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and 

qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall 

constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may 

adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 

attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such 

penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish 

its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the whole number, expel a member. 

Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from 

time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may in 

their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the 

members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of 

one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 



 
306 

Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the 

consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two Houses shall be 

sitting. 

Section 6.  

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation 

for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the 

Treasury of the Confederate States. They shall in all cases, 

except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged 

from arrest during their attendance at the session of their 

respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; 

and for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be 

questioned in any other place. No Senator or Representative 

shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed to 

any civil office under the authority of the Confederate States, 

which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall 

have been increased during such time; and no person holding 

any office under the Confederate States, shall be a member of 

either House during his continuance in office. But Congress may, 

by law, grant to the principal officer in each of the executive 

departments a seat upon the floor of either House, with the 

privilege of discussing any measures appertaining to his 

department. 

Section 7.  

All bills for raising the revenue shall originate in the House of 

Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 

amendments, as on other bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed both Houses, shall, before it 

becomes a law, be presented to the President of the 

Confederate States; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he 

shall return it, with his objections, to that House in which it shall 

have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 

journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 

reconsideration two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the 

bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other 

House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 

approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law. But 

in all such cases, the votes of both Houses shall be determined 

by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and 

against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House 



 
307 

respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the President 

within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 

presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he 

had signed it, unless the Congress, by their adjournment, 

prevent its return; in which case it shall not be a law. The 

President may approve any appropriation and disapprove any 

other appropriation in the same bill. In such case he shall, in 

signing the bill, designate the appropriations disapproved; and 

shall return a copy of such appropriations, with his objections, to 

the House in which the bill shall have originated; and the same 

proceedings shall then be had as in case of other bills 

disapproved by the President. 

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of both 

Houses may be necessary (except on a question of 

adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the 

Confederate States; and before the same shall take effect, shall 

be approved by him; or, being disapproved, shall be repassed by 

two thirds of both Houses, according to the rules and limitations 

prescribed in the case of a bill. 

Section 8.  

The Congress shall have power-- 

To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, for 

revenue necessary to pay the debts provide for the common 

defense, and carry on the government of the Confederate 

States; but no bounties shall be granted from the treasury, nor 

shall any duties or taxes on importations from foreign nations be 

laid to promote or foster any branch of industry; and all duties, 

imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout the 

Confederate States. 

To borrow money on the credit of the Confederate States; 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 

several States, and with the Indian tribes; but neither this, nor 

any other clause contained in this Constitution, shall ever be 

construed to delegate the power to Congress to appropriate 

money for any internal improvement intended to facilitate 

commerce; except for the purpose of furnishing lights, beacons, 

and buoys, and other aids to navigation upon the coasts, and the 

improvement of harbors and the removing of obstructions in river 

navigation; in all which cases such duties shall be laid on the 
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navigation facilitated thereby, as may be necessary to pay the 

costs and expenses thereof. 

To establish uniform laws of naturalization, and uniform laws on 

the subject of bankruptcies, throughout the Confederate States; 

but no law of Congress shall discharge any debt contracted 

before the passage of the same. 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 

and fix the standard of weights and measures. 

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and 

current coin of the Confederate States. 

To establish post offices and post routes; but the expenses of 

the Post Office Department, after the 1st day of March in the 

year of our Lord eighteen hundred and sixty-three, shall be paid 

out of its own revenue. 

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing 

for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to 

their respective writings and discoveries. 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court. 

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the 

high seas, and offenses against the law of nations. 

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make 

rules concerning captures on land and water. 

To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of money to 

that use shall be for a longer term than two years. 

To provide and maintain a navy. 

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and 

naval forces. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 

laws of the Confederate States, suppress insurrections and repel 

invasions. 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and 

for governing such part of them as may be employed in the 

service of the Confederate States; reserving to the States 

respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of 

training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by 

Congress. 

To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatsoever, over 
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such District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by 

cession of one or more States and the acceptance of Congress, 

become the seat of the government of the Confederate States; 

and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the 

consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall 

be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and 

other needful buildings; and 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for 

carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 

powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the 

Confederate States, or in any department or officer thereof. 

Section 9.  

The importation of negroes of the African race from any foreign 

country other than the slaveholding States or territories of the 

United States of America, is hereby forbidden; and Congress is 

required to pass such laws as shall effectually prevent the same. 

Congress shall also have power to prohibit the introduction of 

slaves from any State not a member of, or Territory not 

belonging to this Confederacy. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 

suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the 

public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law, or law denying or 

impairing the right of property in negro slaves shall be passed. 

No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion 

to the census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State, 

except by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses. 

No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or 

revenue to the ports of one State over those of another. 

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence 

of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and 

account of receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be 

published from time to time. 

Congress shall appropriate no money from the Treasury except 

by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses, taken by yeas and nays, 

unless it be asked and estimated for by some one of the heads 
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of departments and submitted to Congress by the President; or 

for the purpose of paying its own expenses and contingencies; or 

for the payment of claims against the Confederate States, the 

justice of which shall have been judicially declared by a tribunal 

for the investigation of claims against the Government, which it is 

hereby made the duty of Congress to establish. 

All bills for appropriating money shall specify in Federal currency 

the exact amount of each appropriation and the purposes for 

which it is made; and Congress shall grant no extra 

compensation to any public contractor, officer, agent, or servant, 

after such contract shall have been made or such service 

rendered. 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the Confederate States; 

and no person holding any office of profit or trust under them 

shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any 

present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from 

any king, prince, or foreign state. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and petition the government for a 

redress of grievances. 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free 

state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 

infringed. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 

without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a 

manner to be prescribed by law. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 

seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue but 

upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons 

or things to be seized. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 

grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 

in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public 

danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to 
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be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled, in 

any criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; 

nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 

compensation. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 

speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 

district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 

district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 

confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 

process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the 

assistance of counsel for his defense. 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall 

exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved; 

and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any 

court of the Confederacy, than according to the rules of the 

common law. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Every law, or resolution having the force of law, shall relate to 

but one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

Section 10.  

To state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; 

grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; make anything 

but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any 

bill of attainder, or ex post facto law, or law impairing the 

obligation of contracts; or grant any title of nobility. No state 

shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or 

duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely 

necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the net produce 

of all duties and imposts, laid by any State on imports or exports, 

shall be for the use of the Treasury of the Confederate States; 

and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of 

the Congress. 

No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty on 

tonnage, except on sea-going vessels, for the improvement of its 

rivers and harbors navigated by said vessels; but such duties 

shall not conflict with any treaties of the Confederate States with 
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foreign nations; and any surplus of revenue thus derived shall, 

after making such improvement, be paid into the common 

treasury. Nor shall any State keep troops, or ships of war in time 

of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 

State, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless actually 

invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 

But when any river divides or flows through two or more States 

they may enter into compacts with each other to improve the 

navigation thereof. 

ARTICLE II  

Section 1.  

The executive power shall be vested in a President of the 

Confederate States of America. He and the Vice President shall 

hold their offices for the term of six years; but the President shall 

not be re-eligible. The President and the Vice President shall be 

elected as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature 

thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to the whole 

number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 

be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or Representative or 

person holding an office of trust or profit under the Confederate 

States shall be appointed an elector. 

The electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by 

ballot for President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, 

shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves; 

they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, 

and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and 

they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of 

the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and 

certify, and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of the 

Confederate States, directed to the President of the Senate; the 

President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and 

House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the 

votes shall then be counted; the person having the greatest 

number of votes for President shall be the President, if such 

number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; 

and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 

having the highest numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of 

those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
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choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the 

President the votes shall be taken by States-- the representation 

from each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 

consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, 

and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. 

And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a 

President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 

before the 4th day of March next following, then the Vice 

President shall act as President, as in the case of the death, or 

other constitutional disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice 

President shall be the Vice President, if such number be a 

majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if no 

person have a majority, then, from the two highest numbers on 

the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President; a quorum for 

the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of 

Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary 

to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 

shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the Confederate 

States. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 

electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; which 

day shall be the same throughout the Confederate States. 

No person except a natural-born citizen of the Confederate 

States, or a citizen thereof at the time of the adoption of this 

Constitution, or a citizen thereof born in the United States prior to 

the 20th day of December, 1860, shall be eligible to the office of 

President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who 

shall not have attained to the age of thirty five years, and been 

fourteen years a resident within the limits of the Confederate 

States, as they may exist at the time of this election. 

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his 

death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties 

of the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, 

and the Congress may, by law, provide for the case of removal, 

death, resignation or inability, both of the President and Vice 

President, declaring what officer shall then act as President, and 

such officer shall act accordingly until the disability be removed 

or a President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a 
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compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished 

during the period for which he shall have been elected; and he 

shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the 

Confederate States, or any of them. Before he enter on the 

execution of his office he shall take the following oath or 

affirmation: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 

execute the office of President of the Confederate States of 

America, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and 

defend the Constitution thereof." 

Section 2.  

The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 

Navy of the Confederate States, and of the militia of the several 

States, when called into the actual service of the Confederate 

States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal 

officer in each of the executive departments, upon any subject 

relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have 

power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the 

Confederacy, except in cases of impeachment. 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate, to make treaties; provided two-thirds of the Senators 

present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the 

advice and consent of the Senate shall appoint ambassadors, 

other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, 

and all other officers of the Confederate States whose 

appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 

shall be established by law; but the Congress may, by law, vest 

the appointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in 

the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 

departments. The principal officer in each of the Executive 

Departments, and all persons connected with the diplomatic 

service, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the 

President. All other civil officers of the Executive Departments 

may be removed at any time by the President, or other 

appointing power, when their services are unnecessary, or for 

dishonesty, incapacity, inefficiency, misconduct, or neglect of 

duty; and when so removed, the removal shall be reported to the 

Senate, together with the reasons therefor. 

The President shall have power to fill all vacancies that may 

happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting 

commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session; 
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but no person rejected by the Senate shall be re-appointed to the 

same office during their ensuing recess. 

Section 3.  

The President shall from time to time give to the Congress 

information of the state of the Confederacy, and recommend to 

their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary 

and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 

both Houses, or either of them; and in case of disagreement 

between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may 

adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper; he shall 

receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he shall take 

care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission 

all the officers of the Confederate States. 

Section 4.  

The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the 

Confederate States, shall be removed from office on 

impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery, or other high 

crimes and misdemeanors.  

ARTICLE III  

Section 1.  

The judicial power of the Confederate States shall be vested in 

one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress 

may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The judges, both of 

the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during 

good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their 

services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished during 

their continuance in office. 

Section 2.  

The judicial power shall extend to all cases arising under this 

Constitution, the laws of the Confederate States, and treaties 

made, or which shall be made, under their authority; to all cases 

affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to all 

cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to 

which the Confederate States shall be a party; to controversies 

between two or more States; between a State and citizens of 

another State, where the State is the plaintiff; between citizens 

claiming lands under grants of different States; and between a 

State or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or 
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subjects; but no State shall be sued by a citizen or subject of any 

foreign state. 

 

Signatures Excluded. 
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THE LAW OF NATIONS by Emer de Vattel, 

1758 

Its four-book length prohibits its reproduction here. It is 

certainly worth obtaining—especially after studying The 

unanimous Declaration of the united States of America. 

You will, as have I, notice that The unanimous Declaration 

reads like an Executive Summary for this work. 
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